
M I S S I S S I P P I  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  W I L D L I F E ,  F I S H E R I E S ,  A N D  P A R K S

Vol. 24 • No. 1ii • Fall 2006

	 Fall 2006        1

of life lived close to the soil and water. This  
exhibit invites visitors to share Anderson’s  
vision, seeing nature’s creatures not merely  
as subjects to be painted, but as vibrant beings 
living in harmony with the Earth. 
	 “The art of Walter Anderson touches 
the hearts of naturalists and biologists who 
share his love of the natural world,” explains 
Museum Director Libby Hartfield. “We find 
a kindred spirit in an artist who carefully 
observed his wildlife subjects and sought to 
uncover the details of their existence.”
	 But you don’t need to be a scientist to 
enjoy the beauty of Anderson’s work. Children 
will delight in examining the sea life depicted 
in Anderson’s art and comparing it to the  
living animals in the Museum. Creature 
Features (see inside) and hands-on activities 
promise to make the exhibit a fascinating 
experience for all ages.
	 The Museum will present special 
programs, lectures and activities related to  
the exhibit throughout the coming months. 
Please call 601-354-7303 for further  
information or continue to visit our website  
at www.msnaturalscience.org.

Immerse yourself  
in the marine world of 
Walter Anderson with 
more than 70 works 
from the collection  
of the family of  
Walter Anderson.  

T hese works include watercolors, block 
prints, and drawings featuring aquatic 
animals that live in or near the Mississippi 

Sound, that part of 
the Gulf of Mexico 
Anderson explored 
so often. Anderson’s 
fish, crabs, shrimp,  
squid, and sea turtles 
are all exhibited 
alongside aquariums 
with their real life 
counterparts. 
	 Anderson (1903–1965), a renowned 
artist from the Mississippi Gulf Coast, spent a 
lifetime exploring nature and interpreting it in 
his art. Anderson’s writings in The Horn Island 
Logs reveal his awareness of the intricate balance  

October 6, 2006 – May 13, 2007

Jewels of the Sea:
Walter Anderson’s Aquatica

Artwork by Walter Inglis Anderson
OCT 6, 2006 - MAY 13, 2007

Most of the watercolors in the 
 “Jewels of the Sea” exhibit are on public 

display for the first time. A number  
of the exhibit’s works have recently  
been restored after being soaked 

in seawater when Hurricane Katrina  
devastated the Gulf Coast. 

THE NATURAL NEWSLINE IS SPONSORED IN PART BY  
THE JACKSON CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU 

Awards

Special Exhibit

Mississippi’s Travel  
Attraction of the Year

Best Museum

Best Museum

Family Favorite— 
Best Museum for Kids

Travel Attraction of the Year
(sixth year in a row!)

The Museum has been honored  
with several awards in the past year. 
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	 The GIANT INSECTS were a giant success this summer, bringing in more  
than 44,000 visitors during the twelve weeks they inhabited the Museum!
	 Thanks again to the good friends who made GIANT INSECTS possible.  
The Gertrude C. Ford Foundation, the Community Foundation of Greater Jackson, 
Merrill Lynch, and Trustmark Bank have all been supporters of the Museum for a long 
time and I thank them on behalf of all of our more than 1,000 members.
	 I have just reviewed attendance numbers for the 2006 fiscal year that ended 
June 30, and am proud to report that 141,340 people visited the Museum from all 82 
Mississippi counties, all 50 states, and numerous foreign countries. About 40 percent  
of these visitors were school children with their teachers and 60 percent were families  
and tourists. Additionally, 32,518 school children across the state enjoyed programs  
in their classrooms brought to them by our outreach teachers. Another 30,000 people 
attended Museum presentations at community events statewide and 69,647 people  
received materials, used educational loan kits, and enjoyed other Museum services.  
This all adds up to one of our best years and 2007 promises to be just as spectacular.
	

				    Libby Hartfield
				    Museum Director

P.S. Remember that memberships make great gifts anytime of year! 

 

Join with the 
Museum staff 
to learn about 
creatures like 
snakes, spiders 
and bats that 
slither, crawl 
and fly!

B ut don’t worry:  
they’re not as scary 
as you might think. 

Discover the facts and myths 
about these mysterious and 
often misunderstood creatures. 
Touch a snake, examine a  
bat specimen, observe a 
spider, and understand the 
beneficial role they play in 
the ecosystem. 

For more information,  
call 601-354-7303.

Mark your calendar:  
October 28th from  
10am – noon at the Museum.

Holiday  
Activities  
for Everyone
G et in the holiday spirit 

with these hands-on 
natural ornament-

making sessions. All ages  
are welcome!

Christmas  
for the Birds 
Learn to create natural  
ornaments that will help 
feed the birds during the 
winter months.
Dec. 2 10am – noon

Nature Made 
Christmas 
Make fun ornaments using 
all sorts of natural objects!
Dec. 9 10am – noon

Got Fish? & 
Something’s 
Fishy
Hands-On Fun 
and Fish-Filled 
Seminars!

A dult anglers won’t 
want to miss our three, 
one-hour seminars, 

including sessions on bass 
and crappie fishing. 

And from noon – 3pm,  
kids can join the Museum 
aquarium staff for “Some-
thing’s Fishy,” a fun time 
with hands-on learning, 
behind-the-scenes tours  
of the aquariums, and  
interactive fish feedings  
with Scuba divers.

Megan Ellis
Megan Ellis is the Museum’s new  
outreach naturalist for Northwest  
Mississippi. She facilitates school  

programs on wild and endangered animals. 
Ellis earned a B.S. in Environmental 
Science from Delta State University, 

and joined the Mississippi Department 
of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks as a 

fisheries biologist and law enforcement 
officer. Megan completed her M.S. 

degree in Natural Science in 2002, was 
voted Mississippi Wildlife Federation’s  

Conservation Officer of the Year in 
2003, and is currently the president-

elect for the Mississippi Chapter of the 
American Fisheries Society.

Sarah Wheeless 
Sarah Wheeless joins us as an  

outreach naturalist thanks to a Lower 
Pearl River Valley Foundation grant.  

She will provide conservation education 
programs to Pearl River and Hancock 
County schools. Wheeless earned a  
B.A. in English and Education from  

The University of the South in Sewanee, 
an M.S. in Biology from the University of 
Southern Mississippi, was a graduate of 

the Wilderness Awareness School  
in Washington State and a student of 
Tom Brown, Jr.’s renowned tracking 

school, and has taught outdoor  
education in the Pacific Northwest, 

North Carolina, and Mississippi.

New Staff 

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF 
WILDLIFE, F ISHERIES AND PARKS

Sam Polles, Ph.D.
Executive Director

	 Al Tuck	 Robert Cook
Deputy Director	 Executive Officer

Commissioners
William C. Deviney, Jr.	 John C. Stanley IV	
	 Chairman	 vice Chairman

	      James Huff                      Bryan Jones 

Slither, Crawl and Fly! 
SAT • OCT 28 
10am to noon

Holiday Activities:
Christmas for the Birds

SAT • DEC 2
10am to noon

Naturemade Christmas
SAT • DEC 9

10am to noon

GOT FISH? & 
Something’s Fishy

SAT • FEB 3
9am to 3pm

Quick Calendar

Photo by Infrarad

Photo by Topato

Corey Wright, Museum Naturalist Diver prepares to enter Mississippi Sound tank for fish feeding.Marsh Mission, an exhibit of photography by C.C. Lockwood, originally scheduled for early 2007, has been cancelled.

  Slither,      
  Crawl  
and Fly!

  Announcements
Farewell, George
We wish to recognize George Allen for years of  
	 service to the Museum. George has 

worked tirelessly to promote the  
	 Museum and has supported the 

staff in countless ways.  
	 He has served as 
President of the MMNS 

Foundation for the past six 
years and, although his term  

	 is ending, we hope to continue  
	 to see his smile in the exhibit hall. 

Name Our Email Newsletter 
	 We are seeking entries for the name of 
our new email newsletter to be out in December, 
2006. The winner will receive a $15 gift certificate 
to the Dragonfly Shoppe. Please email your entry to 
enews@msmuseum.state.ms.us and remember to 
include your name and phone number. 	
	 If you are interested in receiving the email 
newsletter and other timely reminders of Museum 
happenings, please send us your email address at 
enews@msmuseum.state.ms.us. We respect your 
privacy and will not share this information.

M U S E UM S TA F F
Libby Hartfield
Museum Director

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N
Mary Jenkins
AdministratiON

Coordinator

Connie Gore
Gift Shop Manager

Mary Stevens
Librarian

Harold Garner
Facilities Maintenance

Manager

Brandy Jenkins
Administrative 

Assistant

Clarence White
ADMINISTRATIVE  

ASSISTANT

Shirley Hall
Custodial Supervisor

Charles Jeffcoat
Custodian

A Q U A R I U M S
Terry Majure

Aquarium Coordinator

Karen Dierolf
Aquatic Biologist

Stephanie 
Hawes Monistere

Aquatic Biologist

Mike Stegall
Aquarist

E D U C A T I O N
Georgia Spencer

Education Coordinator

John DeFillipo
Outreach Naturalist

Joan Elder
Preschool Coordinator

Megan Ellis
Outreach Naturalist

Rebecca Gruneberg
Special Projects

Coordinator

Yolanda Hawkins
Education Assistant

Isabel Kelly
Preschool Educator

Joseph M. McGee
Outreach Naturalist

Angel Rohnke
Naturalist 

Nicole Smith
Naturalist

Sarah Wheeless
Outreach naturalist

Corey Wright
Naturalist 

E X H I B I T 
M A N A G E M E N T

Norton McKeigney
Exhibits Supervisor

Ray Terry
Exhibits Supervisor

R E S E A R C H
Charles Knight

Research Coordinator

Melanie Caudill
Biological Data 

manager

Adrianne Clark
Database Technician

Mark Dugo
Ichthyologist

Bryan Fedrick
Laboratory Assistant

Matthew B. Hicks
Natural Heritage  

Program Coordinator

R.L. Jones, Ph.D.
Herpetologist

Tom Mann
Biologist

Meredith 
Montgomery

Laboratory Technician

Scott Peyton
Collections Manager

George Phillips
Paleontology Curator

Richard Rummel
Wildlife Specialist

Alison Sherman
Field Biologist /

Database Specialist

Todd Slack, Ph.D.
Ichthyologist

Heather Sullivan
Botanist

Ian Thompson
Research Assistant

LaToya Turner
Laboratory  
Assistant

Andrew Whitehurst
Scenic Streams / 

Natural Areas 
Coordinator

Nicholas Winstead
 ORNITHOLOGIST

Brad Young
Black Bear Biologist
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“Such a sky - such water, and Horn 
Island between with me walking -  
the back of Moby Dick, the white whale, 
the magic carpet ...”
Walter Inglis Anderson
The Horn Island Logs of Walter Inglis Anderson

H orn Island, one of Mississippi’s Barrier Islands, 
is part of the National Park System’s Gulf 
Island National Seashore, stretching 160 miles 

from Cat Island in Mississippi to the eastern tip of 
Santa Rosa Island in Florida. The Barrier Islands  
partially enclose the Mississippi Sound, trapping 
fresh water and nutrients from the mainland.

	 The Barrier Islands serve an important role 
as wildlife refuges. Without these vitally important 
spits of land, sea turtles, plovers, and sea grasses 
would struggle to survive.
	 Each island is a harsh outpost containing 
many habitats, including beaches, dunes, shrubs, 
pine-oak forests, and salt marshes. Salt marshes are 
among the most productive ecosystems on earth. 
These island habitats are important nesting grounds 
for shorebirds. They also provide a rest stop for  
migrating birds as they cross the Gulf. 
	 The Horn Island diorama is one of the 
Museum’s permanent exhibits of terrestrial  
habitats. The terrestrial habitat exhibits, along with 
the aquariums, explore a journey that starts on the 
Gulf Coast and takes visitors through a variety of 
Mississippi habitats. Life-size displays featuring  
 

 

 
 

	
 

“Above, the white clouds mounted high, 
the gulls on broad white wings soared 
and tacked, tilling into the wind. The 
pelicans stroked toward land in flawless 
formation. Mid-afternoon in spring.” 
Elizabeth Spencer 
On the Gulf

hundreds of species reveal relationships among 
Mississippi’s land, plants, animals, and people.
	 With raccoons, gulls, shearwaters, tern, 
railroad vine, rabbit, yucca, and sea oats, the exhibit 
reminds visitors of the importance of the Barrier 
Islands to the environmental health of coastal  
Mississippi — especially in light of the impacts from 
Hurricane Katrina experienced last summer.

Horn Island: Sustaining Habitats, Inspiring Artists Fishes of Mississippi ... and the World

Though unseen by most visitors to the Mississippi Museum 
of Natural Science, the biological research collections 
provide the foundation upon which much of our knowledge 
of animals, plants, and fossils is based. This is the third in a 
series of articles highlighting these collections.

MMNS Ichthyology 
Collection
The MMNS Ichthyology Collection is 
the largest of the Museum’s biological 
collections and is currently composed 
of 691,361 specimens and 665 species 
from 27 states and five countries  
(Australia, Malaysia, Mexico, Philippines, 
and USA). Almost all of the collection 
is fluid-preserved; a smaller osteology 
collection is also maintained. 

Ichthyology: the branch of zoology
that deals with fishes.

Survey’s National Water Quality Assessment 
program (NAWQA) – a national program which 
assesses U.S. water quality conditions by evaluating 
and monitoring attributes of the biotic fauna within 
each study region.

Endangered Species

T he collection includes both federally and  
state-listed endangered species or regionally 
recognized species of concern. Federally listed 

species include the Gulf sturgeon, Pallid sturgeon, 
and Bayou darter; candidate species including the 
Alabama shad, Pearl darter, and Mobile basin  
endemics such as the Fluvial shiner and the Silverside 
shiner whose populations were impacted by the  
construction of the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway.
	 In fact, one of the most significant aspects  
of the collection is the amount of material collected 
from the Tombigbee drainage prior to the completion 
of the waterway in 1985. These specimens are  
irreplaceable since the faunal composition of the  
Tombigbee River was changed dramatically by the 
project that converted the river from a free-flowing 
river to a lake-like environment.
	 The Pearl darter, Percina aurora, was  
described in 1994 and is historically known only from 
the Pearl and Pascagoula drainages of Louisiana and 
Mississippi. Its occurrence within the Pearl system 
was last noted in 1974. Today it is found only within 
the Pascagoula drainage. 
	 MMNS-based surveys for Pearl darters were 
recently conducted in the Pascagoula, Leaf, and  
Chickasawhay rivers. The holdings from these surveys 
(housed at the Museum) provide the most complete rep-
resentation of this species from the Pascagoula drainage.
	 The Museum’s efforts yielded important 
conservation information about the Pearl darter and 
provided valuable information on fishes in the  
Pascagoula River system. This is especially important 
since the Pascagoula River is the only large river in the 
48 contiguous states that has not been impacted by 
channel fragmentation or flow regulation. 

ANNOUNCEMENT: In August, the Mississippi Museum  
of Natural Science received nearly 3000 specimens  

from the University of Mississippi’s herpetology collection. 
Although housed at the Museum, 

Ole Miss will retain complete access to the collection. 

Although most of the collection consists of freshwater 
species, there are also fishes from marine and estuarine 
habitats. Thirteen percent of the specimens were  
collected during the statewide Works Progress  
Administration (WPA) era of the late 1930s and early 
1940s under the technical supervision of Ms. Fannye 
Cook, the Museum’s first director. 
	 In 2003, the Museum began building a tissue 
collection for use in molecular-based projects. This  
collection – now numbering 135 species – is available 
to researchers.

A Significant and Growing Collection

T he collection has nearly doubled in size since 1998. 
Most of the new specimens have come from state 
and federal agencies (such as MDEQ, USGS, TVA 

and USFS), from MMNS-based research activities, and 
from the acquisition of the former Mississippi State 
University Ichthyology Collection. 
This acquisition provided many 
under-represented species and 
greatly increased the diversity 
of the MMNS holdings. The 
Museum’s collection is a regional 
repository for the U.S. Geological 

many species call the  
barrier islands home.  

look for these  
plants and animals:

Raccoon
Cottontail Rabbit

Laughing Gull
Black Skimmer
Common Tern
Sandwich Tern
Railroad Vine

Yucca
Sea Oats

[[

Horn Island Triptych by Walter Inglis Anderson

Todd Slack and Mark Dugo processing fish samples on the Chickasawhay River
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OCT 3 • TUE • noon-1pm • LECTURE 
Living on the Edge
SPEAKER: Pat Pinson
Curator, Walter Anderson Museum of Art, 
Ocean Springs, MS

Pat Pinson has spent a career 
in higher education and is now 
in her sixth year as Curator 
of Collections at the Walter 
Anderson Museum of Art. 

She organizes and researches 
numerous WAMA exhibitions 
and traveling shows each 
year, one of which was The 
Walter Anderson Centennial 
Exhibition at the Smithsonian 
Institution. She writes and 
speaks frequently on Walter 
Anderson and is the editor of  
The Art of Walter Anderson, 
published by University Press 
of Mississippi.

OCT 6 • FRI • EXHIBIT PREMIER 

Jewels of the Sea:  
Walter Anderson’s Aquatica
See watercolors from the 
Anderson Family collection 
on public display for the first 
time—some recently restored 
after being soaked in seawater 
when Hurricane Katrina  
devastated the Gulf Coast. 

OCT 23 • MON • RECEPTION

Mississippi Science Teachers 
Association Reception at  
the Museum.
Call 601-354-7303  
for more information. 
 
 

Photo by Yogi

OCT 28 • SAT • 10am–noon 
Slither, Crawl and Fly! 
Join Museum staff to learn 
about creatures such as snakes, 
spiders and bats. 

NOV 7 • TUE • noon-1pm • LECTURE

Walter Anderson’s  
Watery World
SPEAKER: Mary Anderson Pickard, 
daughter of the artist Walter Anderson, is 
herself an artist and writer who lectures 
widely on her father’s work. 

Catch a glimpse of the artist 
from his daughter’s perspec-
tive. Mary explains that, 

“Despite the suffering, the 
loneliness and the hard-
ships of my father’s life, 
his work is a joyful 
affirmation of and 

tribute to the creatures with 
whom we share this planet 
and who gave him so much.”

DEC 2 • SAT • 10am–noon

Christmas for the Birds
Participants of all ages will learn 
how to create natural ornaments 
that will help feed the birds  
during the winter months.

DEC 9 • SAT • 10am–noon

Nature Made Christmas
Learn to make fun  

ornaments using all sorts 
of natural objects!  

All ages welcome.

FEB 3 • SAT • 9am–12:30pm • EVENT

Got Fish? 
Three, one-hour fishing  
seminars for seasoned anglers 
as well as beginners. Come 
get the best tips on catching 
bass and crappie. 

Go behind the scenes with staff at Something’s Fishy

FEB 3 • SAT • noon–3pm • EVENT

Something’s Fishy
Kids will join the Museum’s 
aquarium staff for hands-on 
learning, behind-the-scenes 
tours of the aquariums, and fish 
feedings with SCUBA divers. 

FEB 6 • TUE • noon-1pm • LECTURE

Sharks, Skates and Rays of the 
Gulf of Mexico
SPEAKER: Dr. Glenn Parsons
Professor of Biology, University of Mississippi, 
Oxford, MS

Dr. Glenn Parsons will  
present highlights of his 30 
years of experience with 
capturing, holding captive, 

and studying the sharks, 
skates, and rays of the Gulf 
of Mexico. The seminar will 
include common sharks of 
the shallow gulf as well as the 
more rare forms. He will 
also read anecdotes from 
and sign his book recently 
published by University 
Press of Mississippi, Sharks, 
Skates and Rays of the Gulf of 
Mexico: A Field Guide.   
Royalties from the sale of 
the book will be donated by 
the author to the Hurricane 
Katrina Recovery Fund.

Time To Book Your Class Field Trip The Museum education staff 
has developed hands-on programs to help you meet curriculum objectives from the 
State Department of Education. We encourage you to schedule as soon as possible 
if you would like your class to experience these exciting programs. Inquiry-based, 
hands-on programs are available Monday - Friday from September 1, 2006 -  
March 19, 2007. 

Wetlands Investigation This program is offered on Mondays and 
Tuesdays to 4th grade students and up. They will visit an on-site wetlands area at the 
Museum and will investigate the plants and animals that live in a wetlands habitat. 
They will also learn the important benefits of wetlands. Schedule your class of  
25 or fewer by calling the Museum at 601-354-7303.

Object Kits Object kits and videos are available to enrich your classroom 
lessons. You may choose from kits such as skulls, tracks, plants, fossils, birds, 
and others. To learn more about the kits and to reserve one for your class,  
call the Museum at 601-354-7303.

Mississippi Junior  
Duck Stamp

The Federal Junior Duck 
Stamp Conservation and 

Design Program (JDS) is a 
dynamic arts curriculum that 

teaches wetlands and  
waterfowl conservation to  
students in kindergarten 

through high school.  
Mississippi’s JDS program 
kicks off in the fall when  

brochures are mailed statewide. 

Entries are due by March 15, 
2007 for the judging process. 

The winning entries will be 
displayed in the Museum while 
the Best of Show will be sent 
to the national competition in 
Washington D. C. If you would 
like more information on the 
Junior Duck Stamp Program, 

please contact Rebecca  
Gruneberg at 601-354-7303. 

Last Year’s Winner

 Mississippi’s BEST of SHOW 
Jr. Duck Stamp art winner 

 
Blue-winged Teal  
by Hannah Loy

Cathedral High School, Natchez, MS

Competition

Come On Outside! 
Visit the Museum’s Native 
Plant Garden and nature 
trails to experience the 
magnificence of fall in 

Mississippi. You’ll find trail 
markers and signs identifying 

plants and habitats.  
So come on outside and  
discover the rich variety  

of Mississippi flora!

Fish Feeding
Come meet some of our 

most fascinating aquarium 
inhabitants, every Tuesday and 

Friday at 10:00 am, and  
Sunday at 2:00pm.

Creature Features
These informal programs

—scheduled or spontaneous—
feature live or mounted  

animals. Scheduled every  
Saturday (except Oct. 28) 
at 10am and 2pm, Creature 

Features make learning fun!

First Tuesdays
Naturalist Lecture Series

On the first Tuesday of the month 
(with the exception of December 
and January), the Museum offers 
lectures addressing a variety of 
natural science subjects. Unless 

noted otherwise, the lectures 
take place from noon to 1pm 

in the Museum’s Rotwein Theater.

Lectures are free to Museum  
Foundation members.  

Please show your membership 
card at the gate. Regular Museum 

fee: $5.00 for adults; $4.00  
for senior citizens; $3.00  

for children; $2.00 for students  
with teachers. Members also 

receive a ten percent discount 
at The Dragonfly Shoppe.

Ongoing

TEACHERS: PRESCHOOL: 

We Know 
Benchmarks

Museum resources 
can help teachers meet 

benchmarks, competencies, 
and teaching objectives.

We Know 
Benchmarks

Fall Classes
OCT CLASSES

“Owls, Silent Hunters  
 of the Night”
Children will learn that some birds — those 
known as raptors — prefer meat. They 
will also learn the characteristics of one 
raptor that hunts at night – the owl.

NOV/DEC CLASSES
“I Can’t Find You!” 
Children will learn that many animals 
can hide effectively because of the 
distinctive color of their skin, fur, scales, 
shell, or feathers. A number of animals 
can even change color and skin texture. 
Some, like the octopus, take other 
evasive measures: the octopus can  
spray ink all around and escape in the 
cloudy water.

JAN/FEB CLASSES
“Awesome Then –  
Impressive Now!”
Fossils are the petrified remains of 
plants and animals. Children will learn 
to appreciate the characteristics and 
diversity of dinosaurs, some of our most 
special fossils.

Reserved Group Access
GROUP CLASSES  
WITH TEACHERS
MON-FRI 9, 9:45 & 10:30am 

Visitor  Access 
MUSEUM VISITORS  
WITH PRESCHOOLERS
MON-FRI 1:00-4:00pm

SAT 9:30am-noon & 1:00-4:00pm

SUN 1:00-4:00pm

 

Call
601.354.7303

for information, 
reservations
& resources

Photo by Stevie-B

Joan Elder, Preschool Coordinator, teaches preschoolers reptile characteristics.
* Due to the large number of school groups visiting during the spring, we are unable  
    to schedule individual classroom programs during spring semester. 

The Museum’s hands-on Preschool Discovery Room is designed specifically for pre-kindergartners, ages 3-5.Learn more about how our Museum can help meet your K-12 classroom needs.

* The Preschool Room is closed when staff or volunteers are not available. 
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White-Throated Sparrow 

D uring the fall, LeFleurs Bluff State Park serves 
as a rest stop for migrating birds on their 
journey to their wintering grounds. Some 

migrating birds, however, make our forest their 
winter destination. One of these is the white-throated 
sparrow. This large sparrow has distinctive black and 
white stripes on its head, and a well-defined white 
throat, hence its name.	

White-throated Sparrow

	 Each fall, this songbird comes to us from its  
summer breeding grounds in Canada. Most visitors 
to the trails may not see this bird, but they will hear 
its call of “Old man Peabody, Peabody, Peabody” or 
“Oh sweet Canada, Canada, Canada.” The white-
throated sparrow’s diet consists primarily of seeds 

and some insects. It often can be observed feeding  
on the ground, sifting through the leaf litter.  
Our forest provides many of the plant seeds and 
fruits that this bird prefers: dogwoods, elms, tulip-
tree, cedar, maples, and sweetgum. Also, the downed 
trees from last year’s storms provide abundant  
shelters for this delightful bird. 

Heart-Leaf Aster

F rom September through November, cascades of 
blue can be observed along the bluff trails.  
The source of this display is the heart-leafed aster. 

As its name implies, the distinguishing feature of 
this plant is its heart-shaped leaves, which are small 

at the base of the plant, but become elongated up the 
stem to the flowers. This wildflower is one of the most 
abundant groundcover plants along the bluff system. 
Because of the steep nature of its habitat, the heart-
leaf aster arches out over the bluff face.  
	 Beginning in late August and early September, 
the flowers begin to bloom and will continue through 
late November, enshrouding the hills with their light 
blue color. The plant’s foliage will gradually change in 
color in response to the cooler temperatures and  
declining daylight of autumn, going from a deep 
green to a brilliant crimson. This contrast of blue and 
red is not to be missed.

T he Sargasso Sea is the sluggish center of a giant 
whirlpool that rotates in the North Atlantic off 
the coast of eastern Florida. It is framed on all 

sides by significant ocean tides, including the Gulf 
Stream to the west, the North Atlantic Current to  
the north, the Canary Current to the east, and the 
North Atlantic Equatorial Current to the south.  
In effect, these strong currents interlock.
	 Shrouded in sea lore for its images of  
mysterious, derelict sailing ships crewed by the 
ghosts of ruthless pirates, the Sargasso takes its name 
from sargassum, the dense brown algae that grows 
there. Due to its proximity to the area known as the 
Bermuda Triangle, the Sargasso Sea is also associated 
with the disappearances of a variety of ships. Portugese 

sailors first discovered  
this region in the 15th century  
and thought the round, gas-filled  
bladders on the seaweed resembled  
“salgazo,” a variety of grapes found in their  
homeland. Eventually, “salgazo” became “salgaco” 
and later “sargassum,” the scientific  
name for the algae. Sargassum is an  
important habitat for many creatures,  
including both European and American 
freshwater eels which migrate to the  
Sargasso Sea to reproduce when  
they are about 10 years old. This phenomenon was 
only discovered in the early 20th century by the 
Danish biologist Johannes Schmidt.
	 Some animals are so dependant on  
sargassum that they are found nowhere else. Living 
in the floating mats are sargasso fish, which are so 
well camouflaged they look like the seaweed in which 
they live. Seahorses, pipefish, file fish, trigger fish, 
bryozoans, nudibranchs, crabs, numerous  

invertebrates, baby sea 
turtles, and just about 
every species of saltwater 
game fish —including 
billfish, dolphin, sword-
fish, snapper, grouper, 
and permit — can be 
found seeking refuge in 
the protective fronds.

	 Much like the estuaries that provide  
nursery areas inshore, the sargassum provides such 
areas offshore. Storms, currents and winds move 
mats of sargassum away from the Sargasso Sea and 
spread it over the oceans. Sargassum drifts into the 
Gulf of Mexico and occasionally finds its way close  
to the shore.
	 Gulf Coast artist Walter Anderson surely 
had many opportunities to find sargassum weed on 
his beloved barrier islands, admiring and then  
painting the curious and wonderful inhabitants of 
this distinctive seaweed.

Sargassum: The Moveable Habitat Autumn: A Time for Songbirds and Wildflowers

Dogwood Fruit Heart-leaf Aster

Pipefish hiding in Sargassum, a form of algae

File Fish
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F O U N D A T I O N

MISSISSIPPI MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCE

“Moore” Than a Volunteer

L ongtime Museum volunteer Lou F. Moore 
has recently joined the group of distinguished 
volunteers who have given more than 1,000 hours 

of volunteer time. Lou, a semi-retired nurse practitioner 
and instructor, has dedicated her time and talents to 
education, the gift shop, temporary exhibits,  
clerical jobs, working in the herbarium, cleaning 
animals, special events, recruiting new volunteers, 

promoting the Museum, and 
many, many other tasks.  
Lou’s compassion, kindness, 
and friendliness make her  
special to everyone here at the  
Museum. Lou’s name will be 
added to the donor recognition 
board in the Museum lobby. 
Our heartfelt thanks and  
congratulations to you, Lou!

Distinguished Volunteers
Martha Boone Cooper, John Davis,  

Judith Davis, Marianne L. Dempsey, Halla Jo Ellis,  
Billie Ellison, Gladys Gurman, Jean Headrick,  

Mary Bea McArdle, Mike McNeese, Lou F. Moore, 
Joy Rushing, Michael A. Stegall, and John Suedel. 

Youth Volunteers
Jessica Abbate, Shelby Cotton, Quordric Gibson, 

Slayden Gruneberg, Emily Hildebrandt, Chris Jones, 
Reed Jordan, Corey Lee, Lolaycia Lewis,  

Amanda Lucius, Royce Opananadi, Elizabeth  
Pellegrine, La Keysha Rose, Zoe Rushing,  

Jonathan Sherer, Sandesh Shettar, Nicole Slack,  
Krystal Taylor, Lindsey Turk, Ariel White,  

Kayla Winger, and Kim Zachow. 

Summer Youth Volunteers

T he Museum Youth Volunteers serve many hours 
during the summer months helping with  
summer camps and Fun Fridays. We would like 

to thank all of the youth for sharing their time this 
summer and for contributing over 600 hours!

Volunteer Notes

Steadfast Supporters

Special thanks go to the following 
for their support  

of the current exhibit:
 “Jewels of the Sea:  

Walter Anderson’s Aquatica”

Paul Benton
Howard Industries

Dudley Hughes
Wade & Betsy Creekmore

Feild Cooperative Assoc., Inc.
Buffalo Peak Outfitters/ 

Patagonia, Inc.
Jack & Marianne Dempsey

Avery & Jackie Rollins
Ollye B. Shirley, Ph.D.

Scott and Joy Steele
Catchings & Lottie Smith

Without loyal 
patrons and sponsors, 

our work would  
be impossible.

$50,000–$100,000
BellSouth

Magalen O. Bryant & Tara Wildlife 
Management

Chevron
Entergy

Environmental Protection Agency
Friede Goldman

Gannett Foundation/                   
The Clarion-Ledger

Gertrude C. Ford Foundation
Phil Hardin Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Dudley Hughes
Irby Companies

Richard McRae, Jr. Family
Mississippi Chemical Corporation

Mississippi                                   
Farm Bureau Federation

National Fish                      
 and Wildlife Foundation/                                 

Shell Marine Habitat Program
Dr. & Mrs. Steve Zachow

$100,000–$200,000
Abe Rotwein Family

The Chisholm Foundation
Deposit Guaranty/AmSouth  

Foundation
Ergon

Bryant Mather
Mississippi Museum of Natural 

Science Foundation
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

$25,000–$50,000
Blue Cross Blue Shield

Bureau of Land Management
Delta and Pine Land Company

Georgia Pacific Corporation
International Paper Foundation

Merrill Lynch 
Mississippi Power Company

Mississippi Valley Gas
Molpus Woodlands Group

Plum Creek Foundation
Pruet Companies

Trustmark National Bank
U.S. Department of Transportation

U.S. Forest Service
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Van 

Devender
Walker Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. Julian Wiener
Yazoo Mississippi 
Delta Levee Board 

$10,000–$25,000
The Armstrong Foundation
BancorpSouth Foundation

Feild Cooperative Association 
Howard Industries, Inc.

Jackson Convention 
& Visitor’s Bureau

Mississippi Arts Commission
Mississippi Forestry Association
Mississippi Forestry Foundation 

National Geographic Society 
Education Foundation

Soterra LLC
Sprint PCS/US Unwired

The Straddlefork Foundation
Weyerhaeuser Company 

Foundation
Wild Turkey Federation

During “Jewels of the Sea: 
Walter Anderson’s Aquatica” Exhibit, 

The Dragonfly Shoppe 
will feature the following: 

OAXACAN WOOD-CARVED  
AND PAINTED CRAB

$18.00

PLUSH HERRING SEA GULL
$16.00

THE HORN ISLAND LOGS  
OF WALTER INGLIS ANDERSON
Edited by Redding S. Sugg, Jr.

$52.00
 

Foundation members 
receive a 10% discount.

S HOPPE  HO U R S
MON-SAT 9:00am - 4:00pm

SUN 1:00 - 4:00pm

The Dragonfly Shoppe is a 
Mississippi Museum of Natural 
Science Foundation sponsor.

FOU N DAT ION

The Mississippi Museum 
of Natural Science Foundation  
is the lifeblood of our Museum,  
providing man-power, financial 
assistance and moral support. 

The Foundation Board of Directors 
invites you to join today!

O F F I C E R S
George Allen

President

Chris Zachow
Vice President

Janice Larson
Secretary/Treasurer

B O A R D O F  D I R E C T O R S

	 George Allen
Alex Alston, Jr.
Kevin Caldwell

Betsy Creekmore
Opal Dakin

Deborah Dawkins
Marianne Dempsey

Theo Dinkins III
Halla Jo Ellis

Sean Wesley Ellis
Frank Gallina

Dick Hall
Dick Harding

Libby Hartfield
Matt Holleman III
Janice Larson
Jennie McIntosh
John Rings
Avery Rollins
Rosalie Rotwein
Ollye Brown Shirley
Catchings B. Smith
Sheila Smith
Scott Steele
Chris Zachow

B E N E F I T S  O F  M E M B E R S H I P
All members enjoy free admission 

to the Museum, invitations to 
members-only events, a subscription 
to our newsletter, and discounts at 
the Dragonfly Shoppe. Higher levels 
of membership receive additional 

benefits, such as public recognition of 
their contributions, additional 

admission passes, and even the private 
use of Museum facilities. 

And all memberships entitle you to free 
admission to more than 200 other 

museums nationwide through a 
reciprocal membership program.

Call 601.354.7303 
for more information.

Sustaining
Magalen O. Bryant
Middleburg, VA

Hiram & Elizabeth 
Creekmore
Jackson, MS

Scott D. Steele
Ridgeland, MS

Donor
Thomas & Courtney 
Hewitt
Jackson, MS

Hap & Hilda Owen
Jackson, MS

Dan Smith & Kristi 
Sather-Smith
Raymond, MS

Douglas & Mary Wolfe
Brandon, MS

Friend
Margaret W. Broome
Jackson, MS        

Mr. & Mrs. Buford 
Clark
Madison, MS

Joan Marie Kaye
Jackson, MS

Family
Mr. John B. Adams
Madison, MS

Rebecca Adkins
Canton, MS

Michael & Anne 
Albritton
Jackson, MS

Chesley Alias
Madison, MS	

Tonesha Anderson
BAFB, LA

Chantelle Arentsen
Jackson, MS

Namita Arora
Madison, MS

Ken Bailey
Flowood, MS	

Laura Bailey
Laurel, MS

De Shaye Barr
Brandon, MS

Robert Bass
Jackson, MS

Kermit Baumgartner
Madison, MS

Kelley M. Bishop
Clinton, MS

Charley Blount
Jackson, MS

Brandie Boone
Clinton, MS 

Paula Bostic
Flowood, MS

Kevin & Christy Brady
Brandon, MS

Kathryn Breese
Jackson, MS

Johnelle Brewster
Madison, MS

Christina Brislin
Ridgeland, MS

Amber Britt
Jackson, MS

Christopher Brown & 
Leisa Jenkins
Florence, MS

Susan Byrd
Brandon, MS

Gwin Buffington
Canton, MS

Sarah Buxbaum & 
Dave Ross
Jackson, MS

 

Patton Causey
BRANDON, MS

Jeremy & Kimberly 
Cheezum
Clinton, MS

George & Jo Clapper
Ridgeland, MS

Alice & Rod Clement
Jackson, MS

Laura Collins
Jackson, MS

Walter Cox
Terry, MS

Kim Crothers
Ridgeland, MS

Bradley & Branson 
Davis
Madison, MS

Laura & Shawn Dean
Madison, MS

Dave & Holly DeLisle
Brandon, MS

Amy S. Devito
Brandon, MS

Jennifer Domingos
Brandon, MS

Richard Dortch
Jackson, MS

Stacey Duke
Brandon, MS

John Dunaway
Jackson, MS

J.J. & Alicia Dunn
CLINTON, MS

Gary Ervin
Starkville, MS

Monette Callaway-
Ezell
Brandon, MS

Marsella Farnam
Brandon, MS

Pat Fiedler
PHILADELPHIA, MS

Richard & Nhi Finley
Madison, MS

Jeremy Fite
JACKSON, MS

Lisa & John Fletcher
Jackson, MS

David & Patsy Foley
Madison, MS

Jeff Forbes
Brandon, MS

Kelly & Joe Francois
Madison, MS

Mr. & Mrs. Rufus 
Gardner
Winona, MS

Greg & Heather 
Garrett
Brandon, MS

Glenn A. Gentry
Jackson, MS                

Emily Gibbs
Ridgeland, MS

Colleen Moore & Dan 
Glaser
Madison, MS

Venkata Goli
Ridgeland, MS

Shay & Roosevelt 
Greenwood
Madison, MS

Todd & Karen Gregory
Brandon, MS

Mary Ann Griffin
Brandon, MS

Penny Hagan
Pearl, MS

Anna & Jimmy Hall
JACKSON, MS

Teri Hamilton
PEARL, MS

Ray & Monica Harrigill
Madison, MS

Monika A. Harris
Madison, MS

Carl Hatter
Jackson, MS

The Hays Family
Brandon, MS

Ron Holmes
Jackson, MS

Elizabeth Howell
Ridgeland, MS

Alicia Johnson
Madison, MS

Jamil, Nia & Kahari 
Johnson
Jackson, MS

Darion Jones
Jackson, MS

Dennis & Dawn Jones
Jackson, MS

Charlene Kelly
Brandon, MS

Sara Kimmel
Jackson, MS

Laurel Krodel
Brentwood, TN

Debbie Laird
Lake, MS

Miriam Lamar
Jackson, MS

William Langford
Jackson, MS

Daniel H. Lee
Madison, MS

Barbara Lewis
Clinton, MS

LaKerionte Lewis
Jackson, MS

Chuck & Betsy 
Livermore
Hamilton, AL

Eleanor Long
Florence, MS

Jana Long
Jackson, MS

Carla Lott
Madison, MS

Dena Lundberg
Clinton, MS

Letitia Machado
Jackson, MS

Jenny Mahne
Madison, MS

Stephen Martinloch
Clinton, MS

Debra McCarthy 
Pearl, MS

Mike & Charlotte 
McClellan
Ridgeland, MS

David & Ginny 
McKellar
Purvis, MS

Stephanie McMahan
Clinton, MS

Monique McMillon
Jackson, MS

Dr. Shani Meck
Flowood, MS

Jim & Libby Meherg
Jackson, MS

Xiaoyang Merkle
Ridgeland, MS

The Miller Family
Jackson, MS

The Don Mitchell 
Family
Jackson, MS

Heather Montgomery
Flowood, MS

Anne Marie Moorman
Madison, MS

David & Jill Morgan
Starkville, MS             

Ruth Morrison
RIDGELAND, MS 

Anne Rivers Mounger
Jackson, MS

Frankie Musgrove
Florence, MS

Christine Neal
Madison, MS

Christine & Reed 
O’Brien
Brandon, MS

Nathan & Deborah 
Oakley
Morton, MS

Kyle & Theresa Odom
San Antonio, TX

Laura Olivia
Madison, MS

Bill & Susan Osborne
Jackson, MS

Lisa Pacheco
Perkinston, MS

Martha Pack
Brandon, MS

Anna Peterson
Jackson, MS

Yancey & Kristi 
Pettigrew
Jackson, MS

Barbara Poynter
Jackson, MS

John & Chrystal 
Praytor
Ridgeland, MS

Sandra Price
Gulfport, MS

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth 
Primos
Jackson, MS

Ashley Spence
Ridgeland, MS

Regina Proctor
Flowood, MS

David Pyron
Brandon, MS

Paul & Cyndi Randall
Brandon, MS

Elee Reeves
Flowood, MS

Joy Rhoads
Jackson, MS

Bob Ridgway
Jackson, MS

Dr. Sam Riffell
Starkville, MS

Tywonda  
Robinson-Wells
JACKSON, MS

Jim Rogers
Clinton, MS

Dale Rose
Brandon, MS

Edward & Sallie 
Schott
JACKSON, MS

Jason Scott
MADISON, MS

Sherita Sekul
Brandon, MS

Stacey Shankle
Jackson, MS

Laura Sheely
Brandon, MS

Greg & Nancy Smith
Ridgeland, MS

Kayla & Zach Smith
Jackson, MS

Natasha Smith
Clinton, MS

Ashley Spence
RIDGELAND, MS

Kim Staten
Brandon, MS

Wendy Stringer
Jackson, MS

Paige & Neal Suares
Ridgeland, MS

Eric & Elizabeth 
Syverson
Jackson, MS

Rebecca Thigpen
Madison, MS

Warren & Marilyn 
Thompson
STARKVILLE, MS

Anna Clair Thurber
Jackson, MS

Jennifer Tipton 
Brandon, MS

Salil & Sharmila Tiwari
Jackson, MS

Lisa Trotter
Jackson, MS

Jeff & Bonnie Wall
Florence, MS

Michael Walsh
Jackson, MS

Jing Wang
Byram, MS

Darrin & Angie Webb
Pelahatchie, MS

Kirk Whitfield
Poplarville, MS

Christy Weldon
Brandon, MS

Jan & Kendell 
Winstead
Morton, MS

Charlotte & Chris 
Young
Brandon, MS

Tony & Heather 
Zadrozny
Laurel, MS

Wu Zhou
Jackson, MS

Individual
Beverly Alexander
Jackson, MS

Colleen Freeman
Vicksburg, MS

Eileen R. Giudice
Brandon, MS

Shirley Hamilton
N. Carrolton, MS

Melissa Hederman
Jackson, MS

John R. Henry
Jackson, MS

Mrs. William M. 
Jones, Jr.
Jackson, MS

Saira Najma Khan
Jackson, MS

Rodger Wasson
Madison, MS

Kristen Watkins
Brandon, MS

Alix Davis Williams
Jackson, MS

Mary Wolfe
Brandon, MS

Education  
Outreach  
Sponsors
Paul Benton
Biloxi, MS

Entergy Charitable 
Foundation
New Orleans, LA

Janet and Luther Ott 
Charitable Fund 
of the Community 
Foundation of  
Greater Jackson
Jackson, MS

Walker Foundation
Jackson, MS

Fossil Whale 
Exhibit Sponsor	
Ernest A. Klatt, Jr.
Woodstock, GA

Jewels of  
the Sea:   
Walter  
Anderson’s 
Aquatica Exhibit 
Sponsors
Paul Benton
BILOXI, MS

Howard Industries
Laurel, MS

Dudley Hughes
Jackson, MS

Wade & Betsy 
Creekmore
Jackson, MS

Feild Cooperative 
Association, Inc.
Jackson, MS

Buffalo Peak Outfit-
ters/Patagonia, Inc.
Jackson, MS/Ventura, CA

Jack & Marianne 
Dempsey
Jackson, MS

Avery & Jackie Rollins
Jackson, MS

Ollye B. Shirley, Ph.D.
Jackson, MS

Scott and Joy Steele
Ridgeland, MS

Catchings & Lottie 
Smith
Jackson, MS

The World of 
Giant Insects 
Exhibit Sponsors
Janet and Luther Ott 
Charitable Fund 
of the Community 
Foundation of  
Greater Jackson
Jackson, MS

Gertrude C. Ford 
Foundation
Jackson, MS

Merrill Lynch
Jackson, MS

Trustmark Bank
Jackson, MS

Paleontology 
Supporters
Dr. James R. Bain
Bahama, NC

Richard & Suzanne 
Chandler
Raleigh, NC

Ernest Klatt
Woodstock, GA

North Carolina  
Fossil Club
Research Triangle 
Park, NC

Judith Stiles
Arapahoe, NC

Other  
Contributors 
Vanguard Charitable 
Endowment Program
  On Behalf of    
  Magalen O. Bryant
Southeastern, PA

Mississippi Wildlife 
Federation
Ridgeland, MS

New Members/Donors

Join MMNS Today! The Mississippi Museum of Natural Science Foundation was 
established to support the mission of the Museum through fundraising and volunteer efforts. 
We invite you to join us in preserving the best of Mississippi’s natural world.  
Individual memberships start at $35.
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Jackson, Miss.

permit no. 932

The Mississippi Museum of Natural Science  
is located on I-55 at Lakeland Drive

—within LeFleur’s Bluff State Park—

Please send a Gift Membership
Membership Categories
q Individual ($35)	 q Patron ($500)
q Family ($60)	 q Benefactor ($750)
q Friend ($100)	 q Sustaining ($1,000 or more)
q Donor ($250)	 q Corporate ($5,000 or more)

Name 				               Phone 
Address
City/State/Zip 
E-mail 
 
If children are to be included in this membership, please check one of the  
following (not valid for Individual Memberships)

This membership is for:
q Parents and their children under age 18
q Grandparents and up to four grandchildren under age 18
q Other adult family members and up to four children under age 18
	 Relationship to children:	 q Aunt/Uncle  q Guardian

If you checked one of the above, please list name and date of birth of each child:

From Interstate-55, take Exit 98B heading east on Lakeland. 
Turn south onto Highland Drive and left  

at the Park entrance. Pay admission at the gatehouse.

MON–FRI
8am–5pm

SAT 9am–5pm

SUN 1pm-5pm

call 601.354.7303
www.msnaturalscience.org

[Discover our 100,000-gallon aquarium 
network, more than 60,000 feet of exhibits, over 300 acres 
of forest and streams, and 2.5 miles of walking trails. [


