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AWARDS

Mississippi Tourism Association

MISNSyPPI

TRAVEL ATTRACTION
OF THE YEAR

The Mississippi Tourism Association
presented the Museum with
their coveted “Travel Attraction of
the Year Award” at the annual
Governor’s Conference on Tourism
recently. The well attended awards
program recognized outstanding con-
tributions to the advancement
of Mississippi tourism.

At the recent Governor’s Conference on Tourism, the Mississippi Tourism
Association presented our museum with the award for Travel Attraction of the Year. I am
very proud of this prestigious award, and I want to thank our dedicated Museum staff for
the excellent service they have provided to our visitors, both Mississippians and out of
state tourists. For more information about the award, see the sidebar article on this page.

I would also like to thank Waste Management Inc., and the National Science
Museum, Tokyo, for making our new fossil whale exhibit possible, and Ernest A. Klatt, Jr.,
for his lead gift of $10,000 towards construction of a $30,000 exhibit to compliment the
skeleton. To learn more about this exciting new display, please see page 4.

We hope you are enjoying the new Newsline format and we welcome your
comments and suggestions. Looking forward to seeing you in the Museum.

Libby Hartfield

MUSEUM DIRECTOR

Anne Coggins, President of the
Mississippi Tourism Association,
praised the Museum for
having “hosted visitors from all
Mississippi counties, all 50 states
and over 35 foreign countries.
The Museum reached over
236,000 people through site
visits, public programs and out-
reach and community service in
2005 while volunteers contributed
more than 6,450 hours of their
time. The Jackson, Mississippi
attraction also conducts research,
presents exhibits, maintains a
research library and publishes
numerous articles related to
Mississippi’s natural environment.”

‘.\

Katfishin’
Kids

Bring the kids
and join us for
a fun-filled day
where children

can learn the
basics of fishing.

he Mississippi Wildlife
T Federation, the Mis-

sissippi Museum of
Natural Science, the Missis-
sippi Department of Wildlife,
Fisheries and Parks, and all
local Wal-Mart stores are
working together to bring
this free event to children
ages 5-14 to teach them all
about fishing.

They will learn what a

fish is and become familiar

with its habitat. We’ll stock
the pond with catfish, bass
and bream and let them try
their hand at fishing. Parents
are invited. All equipment is
provided. This event is free
to all, so load up and join us
on June 3rd for our annual
Katfishin’ Kids! For more in-
formation call 601-354-7303.
Mark your calendars:
June 3rd from 8:30 - 11:00aM
at Turcotte Lab off Hwy 43
at the Ross Barnett Reservoir.

Melanie Caudill is the Museum’s new
data manager for the Natural Heritage
Program, administering the program's
database of rare, threatened, and
endangered species. Completing her M.S.
in Oceanography and Coastal Sciences at
Louisiana State University before coming
to us, Melanie’s research involved fish
and crustacean use of salt marsh and
black mangrove habitats. She earned her
B.S. in Wildlife Ecology and Conservation
at the University of Florida while working
for Florida Lakewatch, a water-monitoring
program. She was also on a team that
inventoried amphibians throughout Ever-
glades National Park and the U.S. Virgin
Islands and monitored alligator activities
across south Florida.

Isabel Kelly has joined the Mu-
seum staff as an educator in the
pre-K Discovery Room and early
elementary education. She grew

up in Jackson, graduated from
Millsaps with a B.A. in Elementary

Education, and taught for 25 years

in grades 1-6, retiring in 2001.
She taught in the Jackson Public
Schools, Jackson County Public

Schools, and Edenton-Chowan
Public Schools in North Carolina.

After retiring, she served for 3

years on the staff of the Earth Lab
and at the environmental learning
center at the Episcopal Camp and

Conference Center in Madison

County, Mississippi.

New to our staff is Matt Hicks,
our Natural Heritage Program
Coordinator. With a B.S. degree in
biology from Mississippi College
and an M.S. degree in biology
from the University of Alabama,
Matt has worked extensively in the
conservation field in Mississippi,
Florida, and Alabama and has
particular expertise in aquatic
ecology. He brings a wealth of
experience gained from his past
employment with the Mississippi
Department of Environmental
Quality, The Nature Conservancy,
and environmental consulting with
a private firm.

Craig Ray, MDA Director
Libby Hartfield, MMNS Director

MISSISSIPPI MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCE - 2148 RIVERSIDE DRIVE - JACKSON, MS 39202-1353  601.354.7303 - WWW.MDWFP.COM/MUSEUM Anne Coggins, MTA President
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Katfishin’ Kids
SAT - JUNE 3
8:30am to 11:00am

1 o= <231
@@= Snake Day: ;@jﬁl
<7 Mississippi Style &

TUES - JUNE 6
10:00am to 11:00am
NooN to 1:00pm

Fun Fridays
10:00am to NoON

Fun Fridays

Hands-on
activities for

everyone.

amily Fun Fridays are
F interactive, hands-on

programs offered every
Friday in June and July from
10:00AM to NOON.

Program topics coordi-
nate with The World of Giant
Insects exhibit opening at
the Museum on June 17th.
An adult must accompany
children.

June2  Things with Wings
June9 The BEETLES
June 16 Ins & Outs of
Insects
June 23 Amazing Insect
Mouths
. June 30 Insects Incognito
. July7 A Monarch Miracle
> Nuly 14 Creepy Crawlers
S‘ ly 21 Bugtastic Bugs
y 28 Bug Buffet

Snake Day:
Mississippi
Style

Learn how to
tell the differ-
ence between
venomous and
nonvenomous
snakes.

iologist Terry Majure
B will de-mystify our

much-maligned native
reptiles - SNAKES! Learn the
characteristics that will help
you recognize the differences
between the 6 venomous and
55 non-venomous snakes
found in Mississippi. Majure
will provide the public with
accurate natural history
information on our native
snakes and their valuable
place in the ecosystem.

Live Mississippi snakes
will be on exhibit with
experts available to answer
your questions.

Due to popular demand,
two snake lectures are
scheduled on June 6th, from
10:00 to 11:00aM and NOON

to 1:00pm.

There will also be live
displays of venomous and
nonvenomous snakes from
10:00AM until 3:00pMm.

SPEAKER: Terry Majure,
Aquarium Coordinator,
Museum of Natural Science,
Jackson

SNAKE ExHIBIT provided by
Terry Vandeventer, Living

Reptile Museum, Terry, MS
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PERMANENT EXHIBITS

Journey Into the Past: Bottomland Hardwood Forest

Museum’s permanent exhibit hall, the

Bottomland Hardwood Forest Exhibit is our
only display that depicts the environment not as it is
today, but as it was in the 1890’s — specifically, in an
area called Hooker’s Ridge. During the 1890’s, this
lush environment provided homes for a great variety
of species including the nearly extinct Ivory-billed
Woodpecker and the endangered Black Bear.

During the past century, more than 16
million acres of bottomland forest were lost due to
agriculture, logging, and development. Now less
than five million acres remain. The loss of this criti-
cal environment is measured in more than destroyed
woods; also disappearing are important water
quality functions. When rivers flowed beyond their
channels, their floodwaters pooled in bottomland
forests that slowed swirling currents until the heavier
silt dropped out. The water would then recede into
the river, clean and free of soil.

o ccupying one of the two largest spaces in the

“...he stood against a big gum tree

beside a little bayou whose black still
water crept without motion out of a cane-
break, across a small clearing and into the
cane again, where invisible, a bird, the big
woodpecker...clattered at a dead trunk...
and he knew that the bear was

looking at him.”

WILLIAM FAULKNER,
Go Down Moses

Losing bottomland forests means rivers now
carry more silt, which suffocates mussel beds and
fish eggs. Today, quick-moving floods bypass oxbows
and swamps, flushing important nutrients down-
stream too quickly for plants and animals to use.

All animals, from the small Gray Treefrogs
to Black Bears, lose when habitat disappears. Thirty-

MANY SPECIES CALL THE
BOTTOMLAND HARDWOOD
FOREST HOME. THE BLACK BEAR
AND HER CUB ARE EASY TO SEE,
BUT LOOK CLOSER FOR THESE
OTHER ANIMALS:

Ivory-billed Woodpecker
Pileated Woodpecker model
Summer Tanager

Hooded Warbler
Golden Mouse and nest
Swainson’s Warbler
Skunk
Prothonotary Warbler
Black Fox Squirrel
Canebrake Rattlesnake
Betsy Bugs
Gray Treefrog

seven species of animals are currently listed in
Mississippi’s Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation
Strategy as species in need of conservation because of
a loss of habitat in bottomland hardwood forests.

This exhibit serves to remind visitors of the impor-
tance of good stewardship of our natural environment.

RESEARCH / COLLECTIONS

These ancient whales are only found in a few places in the entire world.

then perhaps you are unaware of the spectacular

new fossil whale hanging in the lower lobby.
In 2002, a 35-million year old Basilosaurus skeleton
was found in Scott County. All 62 feet of this incred-
ible permanent exhibit is now on display thanks to
Waste Management, Inc. and the National Science
Museum, Tokyo. We have received a lead gift of
$10,000 from Ernest A. Klatt, Jr. towards construc-
tion of a $30,000 exhibit to complement the skeleton
and explain these fascinating creatures from our past.

I f you have not visited the Museum recently
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Cornerstone of Knowledge

Though unseen by most visitors to the
Mississippi Museum of Natural Science, the
biological research collections provide the
foundation upon which much of our knowl-
edge of animals, plants, and fossils is based.
This is the second in a series of articles
highlighting these collections.

MMNS Invertebrate
Collections

FRESHWATER MOLLUSKS

he MMNS mollusk collection is currently
T composed of 46,444 specimens of freshwater

mussels and snails representing 200 species
and subspecies. Mollusks have been part of the
Museum’s collections since the Works Progress
Administration (WPA) era of the late 1930’s and
early 1940’s. The oldest were collected in 1936, but
no other specimens were added until the 1960’s. The
growth of the collection has been relatively steady
since that time. The specimens in the mollusk
collection have come from 16 states, but the major-
ity are from Mississippi and represent all counties
except Calhoun.

Most specimens in the mollusk collection
are dried shells, although we do have whole speci-
mens stored in ethyl alcohol. Specimens in alcohol
are useful for studies of soft body parts, investiga-
tions of reproductive season, and genetic studies.

Freshwater mussels:
the Museum has over 46,000 in its collection!

FRESHWATER CRUSTACEANS

AN :
omposed primarily of \
crawfish and freshwater shrimp, the crustacean

collection presently contains 8,229 specimens
stored in alcohol and includes 104 species and sub-
species. Crustaceans have been part of the Museum’s
collection since the WPA era but most have been
added since the 1970’s. Our entire crustacean collec-
tion was identified to the species level in the 1990’
by the late Dr. Joseph Fitzpatrick.
Several hundred more recently
collected specimens have yet
to be identified.

There are

specimens from
11 states in the
collection, but most
are from Mississippi.
We have specimens
from 75 of Mississip-
pi’s 82 counties.

4
. "
'

OTHER
INVERTEBRATES
(INSECTS,
SPIDERS AND
SCORPIONS)

ollection of
other inver-
tebrates in

the 1930’s was

limited primarily

to aquatic insects.
Most of these early
collections, which were
stored in a formaldehyde
solution, deteriorated over time
and were lost. In the 1970’s -1980’s, an effort
was made to build a representative collection of
Mississippi insects. Dry, pinned specimens indi-
vidually labeled with collection location, date of
collection, and identification were added. Recent
collecting efforts have targeted certain groups of

- =

insects including underwing moths, tiger beetles,
and cicadas.

We have a small number of spiders, includ-
ing specimens of the brown recluse and black widow.
The only scorpion native to Mississippi (Vaejovis
carolinianus) is also in the collection along with
several non-native scorpions. Recent collections
indicate that two non-native scorpion species may
have established populations in our state.

“a L&)
®
“oey ® J

A dragonfly, a butterfly, and
a cicada: just three of many
insects in our collection.

MISSISSIPPI MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCE
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CALENDAR

JUNE 2 - FRI - 10am-noon
Things with Wings
First Tuesdays
Naturalist Lecture Series
On the first Tuesday of each
month, the Museum offers
lectures addressing a variety of
natural science subjects. Unless
noted otherwise, the lectures
take place from NOON to 1:00pu
in the Museum’s Rotwein Theater.

JUNE 3 - SAT - 8:30am-11am
Katfishin’ Kids

Come have fun at the Tur-
cotte Lab off Hwy 43 at the
Ross Barnett Reservoir. A free
event for children ages 5 — 14
to teach them all about fish-
ing. Parents are invited, and
all equipment is provided.
For more information call
601-354-7303.

Lectures are free to Museum
Foundation members. Please
show your membership card
at the gate. Regular Museum
fee:$5.00 for adults; $4.00
for senior citizens; $3.00 for
children; $2.00 for students with
teachers. Members also receive a
ten percent discount at
The Dragonfly Shoppe.

Creature Features
These informal programs
—scheduled or spontaneous—
feature live or mounted animals.
Scheduled almost every Saturday
at 10:00am and 2:00pm,
Creature Features
make learning fun!

Fish Feeding
Come meet some of our
most fascinating aquarium
inhabitants, every Tuesday and
Friday at 10:004m, and
Sunday at 2:00pwm.

JUNE 3-SAT- 10 & 2pm
Creature Feature

/ ::

Come On Outside!
Visit the Museum’s Native Plant
Garden and nature trails to
experience the magnificence

of summer in Mississippi. N 7
You'll find trail markers and §

signs identifying plants and ) ‘
TEACHERS:

habitats. So come on outside

and discover the rich variety of ) )
y to schedule a workshop or field trip,

to reserve a resource kit,

Mississippi flora!

to learn more about how our Museum

can help meet your classroom needs,

call 601.354.7303

‘_" ; ‘
g . J- J
-~ | /4 e R

JUNE 6 - TUE - 10am-3pm - Event
Snake Day

Live Mississippi snakes on
exhibit with experts available
to answer your questions.

10am-11am & noon-1PM - LECTURES

SPEAKER: Terry Majure
Aquarium Coordinator, Museum of Natural
Science, Jackson

Learn the characteristics that
will help you recognize the
differences between the 6
venomous and 55 non-ven-
omous snakes in Missis-
sippi. Majure will provide the
public with accurate natural
history information on our
native snakes and their valu-
able place in the ecosystem.

JUNE 9 -FRI - 10am-noon
Fun Friday
The BEETLES

JUNE 10 - SAT - 10am & 2pm
Creature Feature

< Y) BESE
G
E D

S 1 S S 1 P P I »

JUNE 10 - SAT - 9am-3:30pm - $10
Project WILD

Teacher Workshop

Teachers earn CEU credits.
See below for details.

JUNE 16 - FRI - 10am-noon
Fun Friday

Ins & Outs of Insects

A4

the world of

1A

111SECLS

JUNE 17 - SAT - exiBiT PREMIERE
The World of Giant Insects

JUNE 17- SAT - 10am & 2pm
Creature Feature

JUNE 23 - FRI - 10am-noon
Fun Friday

Amazing Insect Mouths

Wet And Wild Opportunities For Teachers the Museumstaff
providestraining in two internationally recognized environmental education programs,
Project WILD and Project WET. Each workshop is six hours long with a fee of $10.00 per
person. CEU credits forthe programs are available from Mississippi College foran
additional fee. Workshops are scheduled from 9:00am - 3:30pm at the Museum on the
following dates: Project WILD - June 10 and July 19, Project WET - June 24 and July 18.
Please contact the Museum to register for the workshops.

JUNE 24 - SAT - 10am & 2pm
Creature Feature

JUNE 24 - SAT - 9am-3:30pm - $10
Project WET

Teacher Workshop

Teachers earn CEU credits.
See below for details.

JUNE 30 - FRI - 10am-noon
Fun Friday

Insects Incognito

JULY 7 -FRI - 10AM - NOON
Fun Friday
A Monarch Miracle

JULY 8- SAT - 10AM & 2PM
Creature Feature

JULY 14 - FRI - 10am-noon
Fun Friday
Creepy Crawlers

JULY 15 - SAT- 10 & 2pm
Creature Feature

fzdztiat ok ()

L 1 UU _yl!

September 14, 2006
4 to Tpm

Great Resources!

CALENDAR
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JULY 18 - TUE - 9am-3:30pm - $10
Project WET

Teacher Workshop

Teachers earn CEU credits.
See below for details.

JULY 19 - MON - 9am-3:30pm - $10
Project WILD

Teacher Workshop

Teachers earn CEU credits.
See below for details.

JULY 21 - FRI - 10am-noon
Fun Friday
Bugtastic Bugs

JULY 22 - SAT - 10am & 2pm
Creature Feature

JULY 28 - FRI - 10aM-noonige
Fun Friday
Bug Buffet

JULY 29 - SAT- 10 & 2-N8¥
Creature Feature

Preschool Classes

MAY CLASSES
Do I Look Like My Mama?

Some baby animals look just like their parents. Others
don’t even look like the same species. Come learn about
the fascinating life cycles of birds, frogs, and butterflies.

JUNE/JULY/AUG CLASSES
Want Variety? Check Us Out!

Children will examine an insect and note its characteristics.
They will also learn that there are more insects
in the world than all other animals combined.

SEPTEMBER CLASSES
Owls, Silent Hunters of the Night

Children will discover that some birds prefer meat;
these birds are called raptors. They will note the
characteristics of one raptor that hunts at night - the owl.

601.354.7303

for information,
reservations
& resources

AUG 1 - TUE - noon-1PM * LECTURE
Giant View of Micro-moths

speaker: Dr. Richard L. Brown
Professor of Entomology & Director, Missis-
sippi Entomological Museum, Mississippi
State University

Moths wings span all sizes,
from more than one foot

to less than 3 millimeters.
Microlepidoptera—our
smallest moth species—have
an array of colors and forms
surpassing those of butter-
flies. Dr. Brown will present
the remarkable habits and

pstructures of micro-moths

B through images at mag-
&\ nifications 5 to 30,000
N\ times their natural size.

AUG 5 SAT- 10am & 2pm
Creature Feature

pristine streams, are among
the most prolific of arthro-
pod percussionists.

AUG 12 - SAT- 10am & 2pm
Creature Feature

AUG 19 - SAT- 10 & 2pm
Creature Feature

AUG 26 - SAT- 104 & 2pu =
Creature Feature | =

SEPT 14 - THURS - 4pu-Tpu

Back to School Night
Teachers, BACKTO SCHOOL
NIGHT will be held
September 14,2006 from 4:00
to 7:00pMm at the Museum.
Teachers ofall gradelevels
will be able to collect resource
materials from the Museum,
aswellas otheragenciesand
organizations.

SEPT 5 - TUE * noon-1PM * LECTURE
American Stoneflies:

Biology and Systematics

speaker: Dr. Bill Stark
Sadler Professor of Biology at Mississippi
College in Clinton

North America is home to
approximately 650 species of
stoneflies (Order Plecoptera)
including some with body
lengths greater than 3 inches \
and others less than a half ‘
inch. These aquatic insects,
associated with relatively

JUNE/JULY CAMPS
Bugs, Bears, and Bats
9:30AM (Age 2)

10:45Am (Ages 3t 5)

Children will learn that although the names of
animals may begin with the same letter, the animals themselves can be very different.

Preschool Camp is offered this year in two duplicate sessions. Each Camp, running for three
consecutive Mondays, offers one-on-one, hands-on natural science experiences for children

and their caregivers. Each camp is set up for 16 participants - eight children, each with one adult.

Camp Session |
June 5 (bugs), June 12 (bears), June 19 (bats)
Camp Session Il (repeat)

June 26 (bugs), July 3 (bears), July 10 (bats)

4%

PrEscHOOL

The Museum’s
hands-on Preschool

DISCOVERY
SROOM g

is designed specifically for
pre-kindergartners, ages 3-5.

Pl
| 29 'ﬂ‘

For Class or Camp

reservations or information,
see inset at left.

VISITORACCESS
ALL AGES
MON-FRI 1:00-4:00pm
SAT 9:30am-NOON & 1:00-4:00pm
SUN 1:00-4:00pm
TIME FOR TWOS
(AGES 2 & UNDER)
2nd TUE 1:00-4:00pm
STORY TIME
(AGES 3 TO 5)
DURING MAY, AUG., & SEPT.
WED 1:15, 2:15, & 3:15pum
DURING JUNE & JULY
TUE anp THU 10:15 & 11:15AM

The Discovery Room may be
opened at other times if a staff
member or volunteer is available.
Please inquire.

For more information,

call Joan Elder at
601.354.7303 ext. 136.

MISSISSIPPI MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCE
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EDUCATION & RESEARCH NOTES

AQUARIUM & TRAIL NEWS

Mississippi’s Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy Approved

he Mississippi Department of Wildlife,

Fisheries and Parks and other agencies have

tried for years to conserve hundreds of
species while operating on shoestring budgets.
Certainly game species’ conservation has fared well,
and species in immediate peril of extinction have
received some attention and funding, but these
account for only 14% of all wildlife species. The other
86% have drawn little notice, and as a result species
extinctions have accelerated. More than 1200 species
have been placed on the federal endangered species
list, and many more are proposed for listing.
In Mississippi, 45 species are already federally listed
and some once common species have shown
sustained population decline.

Winning Strategy

Despite our best efforts, a new approach
was clearly needed. In 2002, as part of the largest
conservation effort this nation has ever attempted,
Congress requested that each state and territory
develop a strategy for identifying species at risk and
for mapping out conservation actions to address
population decline. The idea was to recognize trends
early and take action before species became critically
imperiled and listed under the Endangered Species Act.

The Museum was given the lead role
in developing Mississippi’s Comprehensive
Wildlife Conservation Strategy (CWCS).
Our strategy represents a proactive,
non-regulatory, habitat-based approach
to conserve rare and declining species
and keep common species common.

A list of 297 animal species in greatest need
of conservation was developed from the Museum’s
heritage program database and information provided
by regional biologists. The strategy was organized
into four ecoregions comprised of 17 natural
community types and 68 sub-types. Communities
were ranked according to the number of priority
species linked to them. More than 175 representa-
tives from natural resources agencies, conserva-
tion organizations, agriculture and forest products
industries, and educators were challenged to address
wildlife conservation in a manner that allowed other
desirable activities to continue.
Our collaborators helped identify
23 statewide priority threats
to species and their habitats
and 30 potential conser-
vation actions needed to
abate these threats.

More than two-
thirds of the land in the
state is privately owned.
Forests cover half the
land area and 37 percent
is in agricultural 1. Mississippi River Alluial Plain
production. The U.S. 2 upper fast Gult Coastal Plin
Forest SCI‘ViCC hOldS 3. East Gulf Coastal Plain

4. Gulf Coast Prairies and Marshes
the largest percentage
of public land, and together with national wildlife
refuges and state wildlife management areas harbors

g | et AN . IL;\M,, ERNCE T 4!

Many species depend on Mississippi’s coastal marsh habitats.

Alabama red-bellied turtle, a species of greatest conservation need
in Mississippi.

many of our endangered species. We attempted to
incorporate the good work that is already being done
through private land conservation programs and
received input from agencies that manage large tracts
of public land.

Each state’s CWCS will join with the
others to form a unified national plan. By sustaining
natural communities, the great majority of species
can be protected without having to manage each one
individually — an efficient approach that helps avoid
expensive last-ditch efforts to save species at the
brink of extinction. Thanks to our many partners,
we are pleased to announce that Mississippi’s
strategy was approved in January of this year. To
learn more go to www.mdwfp.com/cwcs to find out
about the CWCS online.

Swamp Life: Under the Water!

The Museum’s Swamp exhibit represents one of Mississippi’s richest and most diverse ecosystems —the bottomland hardwood swamp.

his wetland environment is characterized by

large trees like the bald cypress and tupelo gum

and by standing or slow moving water through-
out much of the year. Swamps and other wetlands
are important habitats needing our protection. They
provide many benefits to the environment, wildlife,
and humans, as they help maintain healthy water
systems, fertile soil, and habitat for over 5000 species
of plants and animals.

Housed in our 5,000 cubic-foot terrarium
which holds more than 12,000 gallons of water,
the exhibit still only represents small portions of a
swamp habitat. The substantial six-inch thick acrylic
walls give visitors a spectacular nose-to-nose view
of underwater swamp
life. Fish and reptiles
like very large gar, buf-
falo, drum, catfish, and
several species of turtles
call this place home.
Alligators can be found
hiding under logs,
lurking in the foliage,
or sunning themselves
on the window ledges.
Important wetland
plants like bald cypress,
southern magnolia,

tulip poplar, button bush, Louisiana iris, blue flag
iris, and arrow leaf thrive in this exhibit, but one
wetland resident is noticeably absent—the mosquito.

The 190 species of amphibians and 270
species of birds that depend on wetlands for survival
are not housed in this exhibit, but many of them can
be seen along our nature trail that meanders through
the Pearl River swamps. Experiencing the museum
swamp exhibit or hiking through the trails outside
our doors may open your eyes to the many wonders
found in Mississippi’s wetlands.

This summer, each Sunday at 2:00PM
visitors can interact with a diver as the fish
are fed in one of the large aquariums.
Fish feedings will also continue every
Tuesday and Friday at 10:00AM and 2:00PM.
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Confessions of a Dead Tree

fyou walk the trails this summer, stop to examine

one of the trees that fell during Hurricane Katrina

and has been cut to clear a path. There is much to
be learned by examining the exposed cross-section
of cut wood.

Every year a tree increases its diameter by
adding a new layer (ring) of wood to its trunk. Each
layer is composed of darker earlywood and lighter

est

You may be surprised what secrets a dead tree can share.

earlywood and count the rings to the center of the
trunk, the oldest section of the tree. The earlywood
ring nearest the bark represents the year 2005. By
counting the rings you can find when the tree started
growing and even see how large it was the year you
were born. Notice the width of the rings; wider rings
indicate good growth conditions, narrow bands
indicate a stressful year.

Toppled trees provide protective cover for
wildlife, and with so many trees close to the trails,
visitors may be surprised to find a snake in their
path. Most snakes seen basking in sunspots along
our trails are non-venomous. These include the
garter snake, ribbon snake, black racer, yellow-
bellied water snake, gray rat snake, speckled king
snake, and the eastern hognose snake. Occasionally
staff and visitors do encounter two species that are
venomous: copperheads and cottonmouths. Copper-
heads may be seen along the bluff trails in late spring

and early summer.
Cottonmouths pre-
fer the floodplain of
the Pearl River.

You may
get a glimpse of
these elusive crea-
tures and observe
them for a short time, but you should never attempt
to approach, touch, or harm a snake. If a snake is
blocking your path, keep the snake in sight, take two
steps back, turn and walk away calmly.

To learn more about the snakes of Mississippi,
be sure to attend one of the two snake lectures
on Tuesday, June 6 at the Museum.

MISSISSIPPI MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCE
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PATRONS / SPONSORS / VOLUNTEERS

Steadfast Supporters

‘ $100,000—$200,000 ‘ ‘ $50,000—$100,000 ‘

Abe Rotwein Family BellSouth
The Chisholm Foundation Magalen O. Bryant & Tara Wildlife
Deposit Guaranty / AmSouth Management
Foundation Chevron
Ergon Entergy
Bryant Mather Environmental Protection Agency
Mississippi Museum of Natural Friede Goldman

Science Foundation
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Gannett Foundation/
The Clarion-Ledger

Gertrude C. Ford Foundation

Phil Hardin Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Dudley Hughes

Irby Companies
Richard McRae, Jr. Family
Mississippi Chemical Corporation
Mississippi

Farm Bureau Federation

National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation/
Shell Marine Habitat Program

Dr. & Mrs. Steve Zachow

WITHOUT LOYAL
PATRONS AND SPONSORS,

OUR WORK WOULD BE

IMPOSSIBLE.

We rely on their generous
gifts to support ongoing
research, to expand our

educational programs, to

maintain and enhance our
permanent exhibits, and
to bring the finest traveling

exhibits available.

Special thanks go to the following

for their support

of the current visiting exhibit:
“The World of Giant Insects”

Gertrude C. Ford

Foundation

JACKSON, MS

Community Foundation
of Greater Jackson

JACKSON, MS

Merrill Lynch

JACKSON, MS

Trustmark Bank

JACKSON, MS

‘ $25,000—$50,000 ‘

‘ $10,000—

$25,000

Blue Cross Blue Shield
Bureau of Land Management
Delta and Pine Land Company
Georgia Pacific Corporation
International Paper Foundation
Merrill Lynch
Mississippi Power Company
Mississippi Valley Gas
Molpus Woodlands Group
Plum Creek Foundation
Pruet Companies
Trustmark National Bank
U.S. Department of Transportation
U.S. Forest Service

Mr. & Mrs.
William J. Van Devender

Walker Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Julian Wiener

Yazoo Mississippi
Delta Levee Board

The Armstrong Foundation

Paul Benton

BancorpSouth Foundation
Feild Cooperative Association
Howard Industries, Inc.

Jackson Convention
DL
& Visitor’s Bureau

Ernest A. Klatt, Jr.
Mississippi Arts Commission

Mississippi Forestry Association
Mississippi Forestry Foundation
National Geographic Society

Education

oundation

Soterra LLC

Sprint PCS/US Unwired

The Straddlefork Foundation

Weyerhaeuser Company

Foundation

Wild Turkey Federation

Volunteer Notes

A “Joyful” Milestone

useum volunteer Joy Rushing has given more

than 1,000 hours of her time as a volunteer

- a significant and “joyful” milestone. Joy, a
retired teacher, has dedicated a large portion of her
time to the Paleontolo-
gy area. In recognition
of her hard work, dedi-
cation, and valuable
contribution to the
Museum and its mis-
sion, Joy’s name will
be added as a distin-
guished volunteer on
the donor recognition
board in the Museum
lobby. Congratulations
and thanks, Joy!

Field Trip: Flight of Fancy

he Bryant Mather Chapter of the North Ameri-

can Butterfly Association will hold its 4th annu-

al butterfly count around Jackson on Thursday,
July 20 at 9:00AM. The Museum’s NABA chapter
was named for the late Bryant Mather, a founding
member of the Mississippi Museum of Natural Sci-
ence Foundation and an active board participant for
twenty-four years. Mather was keenly interested in
insects, specifically moths. Eight species of insects
are named matheri in his honor - including five
moths, two butterflies, and a fishfly he discovered.

601.354.7303

If you are interested in joining the
Museum volunteers on this field trip,
please call Rebecca Gruneberg at the

Museum to reserve your spot.
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Each month the Museum store
offers a thoughtful selection of
gift items that coordinate with
current exhibitions and educational
programming.

£

From books to fossils,
jewelry to puppets, and
science kits to t-shirts—

make your shopping choice
a natural one!

Ant, Ant, Ant! (An Insect Chant)
By April Pulley Sayre

$19.57

PETERSON FIELD GUIDES

Donald J. Borror/Richard E. White

Peterson Field Guides: Insects
By Donald J. Borror / Richard E. White

$22.83

Foundation members
receive a 10% discount

SHOPPE HOURS
MON-SAT 9:00am - 4:00pm
SUN 1:00 - 4:00pm

Sustaining

Mr. & Mrs.

Jack W. Dempsey
JACKSON, MS
Jacqueline & Avery
Rollins

MADISON, MS

Margie L. Smith

TERRY, MS

Patron

Ollye B. Shirley, Ph.D.

JACKSON, MS

Vanguard Charitable

Endowment Program
On Behalf of
Magalen 0. Bryant

SOUTHEASTERN, PA

Donor

Mr. & Mrs.

Ramon L. Callahan
TERRY, MS

Stuart M. Irby

JACKSON, MS

Friend

Gerald & Joyce Ellis
CLINTON, MS

Dees R. Faucett
RIDGELAND, MS

Catherine Klipple

JACKSON, MS

Family

Edith & Donovan
Adams

JACKSON, MS

Cindy Allgood
BATESVILLE, MS

Tracy Baker
MADISON, MS

Jené Barranco
JACKSON, MS

Matt Bataille
JACKSON, MS

P. Ryan Beckett
JACKSON, MS

Paul Benton

BILOXI, MS

Scott Beskid
CANTON, MS

Jennifer Biggs
MADISON, MS

Jeremy & Sally Birdsall
JACKSON, MS

Dr. Richard Blount
JACKSON, MS

Anna Boggan
JACKSON, MS

Hank Bounds
MADISON, MS

Doria Welch Breland
MENDENHALL, MS
Mike & Amy Brooks

JACKSON, MS
Diane & Jerry Brown

LIZELLA, GA

Join MMNS Tod

Science Foundation was established to suppo

Michael & Kristie
Burgess

BRANDON, MS

Flordia Burton
SHAW, MS

Lindsay Caldwell
BRANDON, MS

Lisa Cannon

TERRY, MS

Kenneth B. Collier
JACKSON, MS

Randy Craft
BRANDON, MS

Breck Crouch
MADISON, MS

The Davis Family
JACKSON, MS

Tere DeMoss
VICKSBURG, MS
Anthony DiFatta
JACKSON, MS

C. Ray Dixon, Jr. &
Lynn Dixon
BRANDON, MS
Rebecca Dodson
JACKSON, MS

Doreen Douglas
MADISON, MS
Michael & Kerri
Downing

BRANDON, MS

Daniel J. Drennen
MADISON, MS

Carrie Ann Eatherly
RIDGELAND, MS
Jennifer Eckerson
FLOWOOD, MS

Pace Cooke Emmons
MERIDIAN, MS

James England
JACKSON, MS

Rusty Eubanks
BRANDON, MS

Haley Fisackerly
JACKSON, MS

Ed & Ashley Flechas
FLOWOOD, MS
Gretchen Gale
MADISON, MS

Taylor Goff

PEARL, MS
Demetria Gray
JACKSON, MS

Cleve A. Hager
BRANDON, MS

Patrick Harmon
BRANDON, MS

Alice Harper
GREENWOOD, MS
Christina & Greg
Haskins

MADISON, MS
Hannah Haverdink
CLINTON, MS

Theresa Hebler
JACKSON, MS
Paige Herring

CANTON, MS

Anne Hogue
TERRY, MS

New MEMBERS/DONORS

Mr. & Mrs.

Joseph Holland
JACKSON, MS

Gretchen Holloway
MADISON, MS

Jennifer Huff
JACKSON, MS

Lisa Ireland

JACKSON, MS

Susan James
BRANDON, MS

Darrell & Vicki Jee
GREENWOOD, MS

Walter & Amber
Johnson

MADISON, MS

Debra Cameron Jones
RIDGELAND, MS

Yvonne Jones
JACKSON, MS

James Joransen
JACKSON, MS

Will, John, Beth &
Harper Keeler
JACKSON, MS

Ted & Libby Kendall
BOLTON, MS

Sean Kinney
KOSCIUSKO, MS

Ernest A. Klatt, Jr.
WOODSTOCK, GA
Rebecca Laurent
JACKSON, MS

Melissa Lee
RIDGELAND, MS

Peggy Wallace &
Allison Leone
LOUISVILLE, MS

Tim & Joyce Limback
MADISON, MS

Charles & Beth Lowe
CANTON, MS

Chyna Marble
JACKSON, MS

Angela Marcus
VICKSBURG, MS

Todd & Debbie Mares
BRANDON, MS

Ronda & Alan Marsh
BRANDON, MS

Kim Martinez
MADISON, MS

Wes McCleese
CLINTON, MS

Hobson C. McGehee Il
JACKSON, MS

Leigh Moore & Jerrill
McGehee

JACKSON, MS

Mike McNames
JACKSON, MS

Derrick McNealy
JACKSON, MS

James L.

Middleton, Jr.

JACKSON, MS

T

Adam & Deborah
Mitchell

JACKSON, MS
Jonathan & Brooke
Mitchell

RAYMOND, MS
Sheila Monaghan
MADISON, MS

Kyle Moore
JACKSON, MS

Larry Morrisey
JACKSON, MS
Donald S. Murray
BRANDON, MS
Debbie Newman
JACKSON, MS

Mary 0"Mara
VICKSBURG, MS

Lynn Oldshue
ALABASTER, AL

Julie & Bryan Owen
JACKSON, MS
Anthony T. Papa
JACKSON, MS

Laura Parsons
BRANDON, MS

Gloria Piazza
JACKSON, MS

Steve & LeAnne
Pitman

BOLTON, MS
Sangeeta Purohit
RIDGELAND, MS
Samantha & Wes
Rayburn

JACKSON, MS
Robert Reeves, Jr.
CLINTON, MS

Linda Riddley
BYRAM, MS

Richard & April
Robinson

JACKSON, MS

Joy Rushing
CLINTON, MS

Todd Sanders
JACKSON, MS

Lisa Schweltzer
VICKSBURG, MS
Brian Scurlock
TERRY, MS

Ashley Seawright
JACKSON, MS

Mike & Judy Shearer
CLINTON, MS
Elizabeth Smith
FLOWOOD, MS

Linda Cooper & Jason
Smith

JACKSON, MS
Martha R. Smith
BRANDON, MS

Emily E.G. Smoot
FOREST, MS

Stacey Stracener
JACKSON, MS

Michelle Strite

GOSHEN, IN

Jasmine Taylor
MADISON, MS

Wendy & Oliver
Thomson

JACKSON, MS
Kim Turner
JACKSON, MS
Treasure Tyson
JACKSON, MS

Doug Vocelle
MADISON, MS

Shanda Walenta

BRANDON, MS

Richard Weatherly

BRANDON, MS

Dianna Webb

JACKSON, MS

Sue Weishar
JACKSON, MS

Thom & Jo Anne Welch

RIDGELAND, MS

Chris White

BRANDON, MS

Sarah Williams
BRANDON, MS

Lenny & Jessica

Wilkinson
RICHLAND, MS

J. Caleb Williford

JACKSON, MS

Mr. & Mrs. Duke
Willingham
BRANDON, MS
Martin & Nicki
Willoughby

MADISON, MS

The Winford Family

JACKSON, MS

Valery Young

PEARL, MS

Individual
Wilma Wagner

Cleveland
PLYMOUTH, MI

Rob Hill

JACKSON, MS

Helen Ingram
BRANDON, MS

Margie Largent

JACKSON, MS

W. Glenn Watts

JACKSON, MS

Education

Outreach

Paul Benton
BILOXI, MS

Walker Foundation
JACKSON, MS

Fossil Whale
Exhibit
Ernest A. Klatt, Jr.

WOODSTOCK, GA

Lost in the

Amazon Exhibit
Waste Management

of Mississippi, Inc.
JACKSON, MS

Sanderson Farms, Inc.

LAUREL, MS

Trustmark Bank
JACKSON, MS

Mr. & Mrs. Robert S.

Gaston
MADISON, MS

Patagonia, Inc.
VENTURA, CA

The World of
Giant Insects
Exhibit
Gertrude C. Ford
Foundation

JACKSON, MS
Community
Foundation

of Greater Jackson
JACKSON, MS

Merrill Lynch

JACKSON, MS

Trustmark Bank

JACKSON, MS

Paleontology

Supporters

Dr. James R. Bain
BAHAMA, NC

Richard & Suzanne
Chandler

RALEIGH, NC

NC Fossil Club
RESEARCH TRIANGLE
PARK, NC

Other

Contributors
Frederick & Marian

Anklam
ARLINGTON, VA

Association of
Christian Schools

International
SOUTHEAST REGION
SNELLVILLE, GA

Betsy Creekmore
JACKSON, MS

Halla Jo Ellis

TERRY, MS

Burke H. Fisher

INDIANOLA, MS

Dick Hall

JACKSON, MS

In Memory
Mr. Trey Crook

JACKSON, MS
by John & Sheila
McCullouch

3}7 ! The Mississippi Museum of Natural
the mission of the Museum through

fundraising and volunteer efforts. We invite you to join us in preserving the best of
Mississippi’s natural world. Individual memberships start at $25.

MISSISSIPPI
Museum of

Natural

Science

The Mississippi Museum
of Natural Science Foundation
is the lifeblood of our Museum,
providing man-power, financial
assistance and moral support.

The Foundation Board

of Directors invites you

to join today!

OFFICERS
George Allen

PRESIDENT
Chris Zachow
VICE PRESIDENT

Janice Larson
SECRETARY/TREASURER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

George Allen
Alex Alston, Jr.
Kevin Caldwell

Betsy Creekmore
Opal Dakin
Deborah Dawkins
Marianne Dempsey
Theo Dinkins Il
Halla Jo Ellis

Sean Wesley Ellis
Frank Gallina

Dick Hall

Dick Harding

Libby Hartfield
Matt Holleman Il
Janice Larson
Jennie McIntosh
John Rings

Avery Rollins
Rosalie Rotwein
Ollye Brown Shirley
Catchings B. Smith
Sheila Smith

Scott Steele

Chris Zachow

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

All members enjoy free admission
to the Museum, invitations to
members-only events, a subscription
to our newsletter, and discounts at
the Dragonfly Shoppe. Higher levels
of membership receive additional
benefits, such as public recognition of
their contributions, additional
admission passes, and even the private
use of Museum facilities.

And all memberships entitle you to free
admission to more than 200 other
museums nationwide through a
reciprocal membership program.

Call 601.354.7303
for more information.

MISSISSIPPI MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCE
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MISSISSIPPI

2148 RIVERSIDE DRIVE
Museum of

JACKSON, MS 39202-1353

Natural
Science

DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE, FISHERIES, AND PARKS

Non-ProriT Ora.
U.S. PosTaGE
PAID
Jackson, Miss.

PERMIT NO. 932

Offer your opinion
and receive a free guest pass!

1) Do you like the new look and arrangement of our
newsletter—The Natural Newsline?
L Yes L] No

Please elaborate:

2) How useful is the calendar?

O Very [J Somewhat [JNotatall

3) Are the articles informative and enjoyable?
L) Very U Somewhat U Notatall

4) What improvements would you like to see?

MMNS, 2148 Riverside Drive, Jackson, MS 39202.
Include your name and address to receive a free guest pass.

However you get around,
get to the Mississippi Museum
of Natural Science.

Come discover our 100,000-gallon aquarium network,
more than 60,000 feet of exhibits, over 300 acres of
forest and streams, and 2.5 miles of walking trails.
Don’t miss our internationally recognized traveling
exhibits, our engaging educational programs, our
hands-on, pre-school Discovery Room, and the
ever-popular Dragonfly Shoppe.

Discover

THE M1SS1ssiPPI MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCE.

The Mississippi Museum
of Natural Science is located on
I-55 at Lakeland Drive
—within LeFleur’s Bluff State Park—

.......................... CCLLCILILIIIITY

\ >~

LEFLEURS BLUFF
STATE PARK

4 PARK ENTRANCE
4%
EXIT 98B

MUSEUM
RIVERSIDE DR

From Interstate-55, take Exit 98B
heading east on Lakeland.
Turn south onto Highland Drive and
left at the Park entrance.

Pay admission at the gatehouse.

www.mdwfp.com/museum
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