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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY



Mississippi has much to offer its residents 

The state is blessed with exciting geographic 

It also has a generally pleasant climate that 

residents are proud to call Mississippi home 
and willing to make the state a better place 

Mississippi in a strong position to build on its 

Recreation Plan (SCORP) to the Land and Water 

research, public participation, and professional 

funds and establishing a methodology for how 
project applications will be selected, Making 

• Improve the health and wellness of 
Mississippians

• Expand the paths and trails network

• Establish a stronger sense of place for 
Mississippi communities

• Strengthen the promotion of outdoor 
recreation

• Enhance the economy through ecotourism

Making Strides will assist state and local 
recreation professionals in making Mississippi a 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
MAKING STRIDES WILL ASSIST STATE AND 
LOCAL RECREATION PROFESSIONALS IN 
MAKING MISSISSIPPI A BETTER AND MORE 
ACTIVE PLACE TO LIVE.
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PART - I
INTRODUCTION



Purpose

outdoor recreation trends, needs, and issues in 

will also be used to guide Land and Water 

Scope

Background

The LWCF State Assistance Program was 

the United States, of present and future 

outdoor recreation resources as may be 

are appropriated by Congress through the 
Department of Interior and administered on the 

within the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, 
Fisheries, & Parks, (MDWFP), is charged with 
distributing LWCF grants funds at the state 

Outer Continental Shelf mineral receipts, 
with additional income from the Motorboat 
Fuels Tax, recreation user fees, and through 

and local contributions, for a total recreation 

to remain eligible for LWCF funds, states must 

INTRODUCTION

photo credit: City of Pascagoula
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Planning Process

the formation of the Task Force Committee 
(TFC), a steering committee charged with 

and planning professionals from across the 

& Park Association (MRPA), municipal parks 
and recreation departments, county planning 

the direction of the MDWFP and its contractor, 
Dana Brown & Associates, the TFC met three 

from identifying outdoor recreation issues, 

To facilitate public engagement and obtain 
public input, MDWFP and its contractor held a 

least one meeting was held in each of the four 

meetings were fashioned to educate the public 
on the SCORP process and identify outdoor 
recreation trends, needs, and issues facing 

meetings were held in Jackson on October 

Public meeting information was also distributed 
to established public outreach groups across 

Beyond TFC and public meetings, input was also 

website as well as its Facebook and Twitter 

Vision

assist in connecting and coordinating outdoor 

photo credit: DBA
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Goals

In order to guide future outdoor recreation 

Force Committee established a set of goals for 

desired outcome for future outdoor recreation 

encouraged to incorporate as many of these 

Improve the health and wellness of 
Mississippians

ranked among the unhealthiest states in the 

residents of Mississippi, almost 690,000 adults 

adults are obese, and almost 280,000 adults 

increasing participation in outdoor recreation 

Outdoor recreation has the ability to reduce 
the incidence of chronic disease like heart 

also increase the amount of regular physical 

outdoor recreation facilities as well as increasing 

Mississippi can become a healthier and happier 

Expand the paths and trails network

facilities in that they can not only accommodate 
multiple recreation types such as biking, 
walking, running, and hiking, they can also 

state, future outdoor recreation projects should 

to other trails and recreation facilities in the 
area and are accessible to the public through 

critical to plan future path and trail projects 

photo credit: City of Pascagoula
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Establish a stronger sense of place for 
Mississippi communities

With proper planning and design, outdoor 
recreation facilities can be remarkable 

Mississippi communities can become healthier, 

Strengthen the promotion of outdoor recreation 
in Mississippi

Participation in recreation will increase in 
Mississippi by increasing the local amount and 

Creating recreational facilities that appeal to 
the demands of Mississippi residents and 

is marketing these new facilities as well as 

successful, it could then be aired in neighboring 

increase in recreation awareness and (hopefully) 
participation in recreation as a result of 

Enhance the economy through ecotourism

the rustic appeal of the Mississippi outdoors, 
the state can enhance its economy through 

concern for all generations, ecotourism has 
become one of the fastest growing tourism 

Ecotourism has the potential to become a big 

culture of the world is becoming "greener" and 

their local economy by encouraging ecotourist to 

9
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PART - II
MISSISSIPPI OVERVIEW



Population

The US Census Bureau recorded the 2010 
population of Mississippi to be 2,967,297 with 
a 2012 population projection of 2,984,926 

residents), Harrison (194,029 residents), 

residents), and Jackson (140, 298 residents) 

Age/Gender

Based on the Census’ 2012 population 

residents are between the ages of 18 and 

It was also noted that, of the state’s total 

Ethnicity

Consistent with the national trend, which 

2012 population projections (United States 

minority population in the state is Black or 

Other minorities include persons of two or more 

MISSISSIPPI OVERVIEW

2,967,297

61.5%
MISSISSIPPI'S 2010 POPULATION

MISSISSIPPIANS AGES 18-65

photo credit: DBA
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Economy

While Mississippi is traditionally an agricultural 
state, farming has become secondary to 

is known for manufacturing large amounts 

tobacco products, chemical products, and 

soybeans, as well as conducts dairying and 

Mississippi has an estimated annual per 

the nation, Mississippi has hit hard economic 

is also extremely high in Mississippi, at 17 

percent (United States Census Bureau)

$20,670
ANNUAL PER CAPITA INCOME IN MISSISSIPPI

10.6%

17%
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IN MISSISSIPPI

FAMILIES LIVING BELOW POVERTY RATE IN 
MISSISSIPPI

photo credit: DBA
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MISSISSIPPI OVERVIEW
Geography

Often described as the South’s warmest 
welcome, Mississippi is a beautiful and friendly 
state located in the Deep South region of the 

of land area (United States Census Bureaus, 

Tennessee, to the south by the Gulf of Mexico, 
to the east by Alabama, and to the west by the 

boundary line separating Mississippi from 
Arkansas to the northwest and Louisiana to the 

to south) with a width of 180 miles (east to 

Due to Mississippi’s close proximity to the 

of rich silt soils, which were deposited from 

central Mississippi and the Piney Woods of 

This region, which consists of crescent shaped 
bands of loess bluffs, lies in the foothills of the 

point in the state is Woodall Mountain, in 
Tishomingo County, which rises to approximately 

Mississippi’s geography and climate make it an 

boating, kayaking, and canoeing, while its 

Climate

Mississippi has a humid subtropical climate, 
which allows for a broad range of weather 

precipitation patterns, such as rain, sleet, and 

position in the southeastern United States, the 

weather conditions like hurricanes, tornadoes, 

photo credit: City of Pascagoula
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Planning and Development Districts 

Most of the Mississippi’s PDDs were created in 
the late 1960s to address problems and issues 

(The Mississippi Association of Planning and 

to the promotion of responsible short and long 
term community planning (Central Mississippi 

in Mississippi (Northeast Mississippi Planning 

The purpose of the MSPDD is to promote 

coordination and cooperation among the 

that create opportunities for local communities 
(The Mississippi Association of Planning and 

Northeast Mississippi, Southwest Mississippi 

Central Mississippi, Central Mississippi, East 

15
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PART - III
BENEFITS OF RECREATION



Overview

Outdoor recreation is considered an important 

outlook has been adopted by the Mississippi 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, & Parks, 

stronger communities, a more robust economy, 

Health and Fitness

Across the United States, there is a growing 

commonly associated with sedentary lifestyles 

continues to grow, especially in the southern 

past twenty years, there has been a dramatic 
increase in obesity in the United States and 

children and adolescents, aged two till nineteen 
years, are obese (Center for Disease Control 

been established to combat these increasing 

consistent recommendation for public entities to 

BENEFITS OF RECREATION

35.7%

17%
RATE OF ADULT OBESITY IN THE US

RATE OF CHILD OBESITY IN THE US

$925 M
MISSISSIPPI'S 2008 HEALTHCARE 
EXPENDITURES RELATED TO OBESITY

photo credit: DBA
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Obesity is the leading health concern for 

increased risk for heart disease, high blood 

disability, and some cancers in children and 

Obesity also effects Mississippi’s economy, as 
high obesity rates translate to a higher burden 

percent  more in medical costs per year than a 

this trend continues, obesity related healthcare 

miss work more often than lean workers, 

maintain current ones to aid the state in the 

recreation, thus, Mississippi’s highest ranking in 

Healthy Kids and Healthy 
Mississippi,

work together identifying and eliminating any 
barriers, such as accessibility, safety, or cost 

photo credit: DBA

photo credit: Metro Bike Trails
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Community

planned and designed recreation facilities 
can also aesthetically enhance Mississippi 

Properly maintained community recreation 
facilities are known to reduce crime and 

The American Planning Association (Francis) 

In its essay on community engagement, the APA 

for people to connect and interact in a shared 

BENEFITS OF RECREATION

photo credit: MDWFP
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Economic

health and communities, outdoor recreation is 

conducted by the Outdoor Industry Association 

Mississippi has ample opportunity to expand its 
outdoor recreation offering in order to generate 

access to outdoor recreation by connecting 

Environmental

Critical natural lands and animal habitats, like 

and safety of Mississippi because wetlands 

40 percent of the wetlands that were present in 

In 1986, the Emergency Wetlands Resources 

for the purchase of wetlands and instituted a 

states to address wetlands protection in their 

$4.9 B

58,000
CONTRIBUTION OF OUTDOOR RECREATION TO 
MISSISSIPPI'S ECONOMY

JOBS SUPPORTED BY OUTDOOR RECREATION 
IN MISSISSIPPI

21



Also in 1986, Mississippi legislated the Uniform 

Mississippi’s acknowledgement of the 

the Uniform Act, a landowner can place 
restrictions on the present and future uses of 
his or her property with the intent of promoting 

the United States Department of Agriculture 

landowners, through funding, the opportunity to 
protect, restore, and enhance wetlands on their 

Department of Agriculture, Mississippi ranks 

third in the nation for total acres enrolled 

acres (The Mississippi Department of Marine 

The majority of Mississippi’s wetland areas 

Delta Wetlands includes all of the farmland, 
bottom land hardwood forests, oxbow lakes, 
and cypress swamps that make up the 

The Coastal Wetlands area includes all of salt 
and freshwater marsh, swamps, barrier islands, 
bayous, beaches, and bays that make up the 

protection has become a major concern for the 

BENEFITS OF RECREATION

80,000

150,000
ACRES OF WETLAND LOST EACH YEAR IN 
THE US

TOTAL MISSISSIPPI ACRES ENROLLED IN THE 
WRP PROGRAM

photo credit: MDWFP
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Concern about pollution remains of high 

Such preferences are consistent with the 

runoff, and industrial wastes are among the 
issues that continue to be addressed with the 

It is important for Mississippi residents 

that are minimally impacted and recreationally 

including outdoor recreation as well as storm 

up political debates, causing extreme weather 

the outdoors, setting examples of sustainable 

recreation facilities, natural sites, and historical 

opportunities to experience the importance of 

photo credit: MDWFP
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PART - IV
RECREATION SUPPLY



Data

In conjunction with the outdoor recreation plan, 

lands and facilities in Mississippi was compiled, 
in what is termed the Mississippi Recreational 

of researched outdoor recreation facilities 

with the Mississippi Automated Resource 
Information System (MARIS) database, and it is 

Data on existing outdoor recreation facilities 

databases, and the MDWFP database of 

sets, such as missing facility amenities and 

was then geocoded and compiled in Geographic 

Geographic Information Systems

referenced coordinate system, geographic 

GIS is the ability to assign attribute data to any 
geographic feature and then use GIS software 

RECREATION SUPPLY

photo credit: MDWFP

photo credit: MDWFP
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Analysis

differences demanded both a county and 

approach and analysis throughout the 

Mississippi’s existing unmet outdoor recreation 

county), which was then aggregated up to 

was done to identify which counties has the 

courts, tennis courts, swimming pools, splash 

and campsites, place minimal stress on a site’s 

photo credit: MDWFP

photo credit: MDWFP
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of where and what types of recreation needs are 
being met and are not being met throughout the 

needs across the state, ranging from small local 

analysis and graphic representation of census 
data along with existing recreation facilities can 

Strategy

particularly those in rural areas or those under 

the MROD during the SCORP process and 
obtain accurate future analyses, it is highly 
recommended that the MROD is continuously 

parks, trails, and recreational facilities would 
aid appropriate distribution of LWCF funding, 
expedite the selection process, and ensure 

RECREATION SUPPLY

photo credit: MDWFP

photo credit: City of Pascagoula
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Results

Based on the data collected, Mississippi has a 

Using 2010 census data in addition to the 
MROD, we calculated the number of recreation 

recreation facilities per 1,000 persons with a 

recreation facilities per 1,000 persons with a 

numbers, we found 49 counties (60 percent) had 

countywide data, we determined which counties 

number of facilities per 1,000 persons and 

counties most in need are DeSoto, Madison, 

photo credit: MDWFP

photo credit: Jonathan Trovka
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PART - V
RECREATION DEMAND



RECREATION DEMAND
Survey Analysis and Recommendations

Public input is a critical component in 

for gathering input to update the Mississippi 

• Provider Survey, which targeted professional 
outdoor recreation providers

• Citizen Survey, which targeted the general 
public

By identifying existing facilities and programs 
as well as interests and participation in 

Methodology

postings to the MDWFP and the Mississippi 

team also encouraged participants to forward 

is an appropriate amount based on our past 

would participate in if they were offered the 

Citizen Survey Findings

recommendations made in this master plan 

section were selected from the comments in the 

The following charts and graphs illustrate some 

Park and Program Usage

In order to gauge how many hours a participant 
and/or a participant’s family member spends 
in a park per week, we asked participants and 

Mississippi Outdoor Recreation Plan • 2015–2019



31%

58%

9%

1% 0% 1%

None

1 - 10

11 - 20

21 - 30

31 - 40

40+

59.6%

11.9%

49.8%

22.3%
17.9%

10.5%

19.8%

7.0%

17.8%

87.9%

51.7%

33.0%

Good/excel in
activities

Enjoy being
outdoors

To be with
friends and/or

family

For health
reasons

33

Figure 5.1: How many hours do you and/or a member 
of your family spend in a park per week?

Figure 5.2:  Which of the following types of facilities do 
you visit most often? Please select all that apply.

Figure 5.3:  What is the reason you and/or your family 
participate in park activities?

the reasons that the respondent and/or their 

health reasons, which is important to consider 

encourage more participation than simply 

The least chosen response was good/excel in 



RECREATION DEMAND

"HAVE PARTICIPATED"

"WOULD LIKE TO 
PARTICIPATE"

Mississippi Outdoor Recreation Plan • 2015–2019

Next, respondents were asked to identify the 

much lower than the collected responses for 

participated" and "would like to participate" per 

1)  Fishing (on a bank or pier)

1)  Hiking and Trails

2)  Fishing (on a boat)

2)  Canoeing, Kayaking, Rafting, Tubing

3)  Fishing (on a boat)

3)  Water parks, Splashpool, Sprayground

4)  Jog, Run, Walk for excercise

4)  Camping

5)  Event, Festival, Etc.

5)  Archery

327 responses

140 responses

323 responses

136 responses

307 responses

129 responses

291 responses

128 responses

281 responses

127 responses



Access to the Parks
In order to understand what other facilities that 

responses mostly listing nearby states, such 

such as National Parks, researchers were 

offered in the state, Mississippi could help to 

58%

42%
Yes

No

35

Figure 5.6:  Do you travel outside of Mississippi to use 
other parks and recreation facilities?

• Access to rivers for kayaking

• Various state parks 

• All over the Southeast

• Tennessee- water sprinkler parks and public 
pools

• Camping in other states

• We travel out of Mississippi to skate more 
than we skate in Mississippi, due to the lack 
of skateparks.

• Yellowstone, Grand Canyon, Smoky 
Mountains, Gulf Sea Shore Fort Pickens

• Sipsey River Alabama (Bankhead National 
Forest)

• Nature Trails in Helena, Arkansas- part of a 
tracks to trails program

• Collierville, TN to splash pad

• Shelby Farms and Overton Park in Memphis, 
TN

• Pickwick Landing State Park, Tennessee

• National Parks with hiking trails in Arkansas 
& Alabama

• Have visited state parks in most of the lower 
48 states

• Tennessee, Kentucky, Alabama

• Strom Thurman/other Federal Lakes on 

once/twice each spring.

• TVA nature trails muscle shoals, al

• Canoeing in Tennessee



RECREATION DEMAND

ride a bicycle to parks and recreation facilities if 

percent said they would walk to a park and only 
17 percent said they would not walk at all (see 

Biking had a similar percentage of respondents 

connecting parks and the addition of other 

considered regional destinations such as the 

were due to unsafe conditions or due to health 

did not own a bike and 10 percent stated that 

remaining comments listed reasons such as 

17%

63%

20% Would not
walk

Up to 2 miles

2-5 miles

22%

28%26%

13%

11%
Would not bike

Up to 2 miles

2-5 miles

5-10 miles

10+ miles

bike

2%

22%

30%16%

30%

Would not
drive

Under 15
minutes

15-30 minutes

30-45 minutes

45+ minutes
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Figure 5.7:  Walk

Figure 5.8:  Bike

Figure 5.9:  Drive



Marketing

Marketing for park and recreation agencies 
often incl
websites, social media, guidebooks, radio/TV 

an email database of supporters and users 

Newsletter emails are a good way to generate 

Respondent Demographics

pertaining to gender, ethnicity, and housing 

percent of the respondents indicated that they 

were higher than the state and national 

We later asked about current relationship 

income, education, and number of years the 

47%
40%

34%

46%

Quarterly Monthly

Yes No

37

Figure 5.10:  Would you like to receive a monthly or 
quarterly newsletter via email to inform you and your 
family of upcoming recreation programs and special 
events



RECREATION DEMAND

• 

• 

• Desoto County needs more focus from 

trail system to draw competitors from the 

• Dog deer hunters speeding & littering the 
roads near my residence in Homochitto 

• 
Sardis/Grenada) for crappie/bass about 

• 
area, but it would  be nice if they would 
build on existing attractions and make them 

• 

more bike lanes, trails and connections in 

• 

• I think our state should focus on maintaining 
public facilities at our parks to high 

hope Mississippi maintains hunting and 

• 

Such as more parks for such and more full 

has really grown and if the state would 

playgrounds and splash pads it would bring 

• 

parks that Louisiana has built on lakes and 

• 

• I would [like] to archery hunt for deer in an 

• 

exposed to the concept/importance of 

• Sure wish we had more walking/running/

Mississippi Outdoor Recreation Plan • 2015–2019

"Do you have any additional comments?



participation, we asked what Mississippi 

respondents from Central Mississippi District 

Census Bureau data, areas such as Three 

Coincidently, we also had higher participation 

31.4%

5.6%
4.0%

1.8%

15.5%

6.6%

2.9%

9.0%

3.0%

20.3%

Central
Mississippi

East Central Golden
Triangle

North
Central

North Delta Northeast
Mississippi

South Delta Southern
Mississippi

Southwest
Mississippi

Three
Rivers

Figure 5.19:  What Mississippi Planning and Development 
District do you live in? (See map right)

31%
RESPONDENTS FROM CENTRAL MISSISSIPPI

39

Figure 5.20:  Planning and Development Districts



RECREATION DEMAND
Summary of Citizen Input

The public input process helped us gather 

is helpful in determining how to engage new 

the support for trails, a clear path to increase 

In addition, the support for trails in the state 
of Mississippi continues to follow the national 

nineteen most commented words and phrases 

indicates the more often the word was used in 

TOP FIVE 2008

TOP FIVE 2013

1)  Jog, Run, Walk for exercise
2)  Fishing (bank or pier)
3)  Swimming (recreational)
4)  Gardening
5)  Baseball, Softball

1)  Hiking and Trails
2)  Canoeing, Kayaking, Rafting, Tubing
3)  Water parks, Splashpool
4)  Camping
5)  Archery

Mississippi Outdoor Recreation Plan • 2015–2019



Opportunities Parks Recreation Road Trails
 Wildlife Management

DeSoto County Facilities FEES Hiking Hunting Lake Level

Mississippi Place Trails
Activities Cabins Community Drive Jackson Love

photo credit: Lose & Associates, Inc.
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11.6%

7.2%

4.3%
5.8% 5.8%

8.7%

34.8%

8.7%
7.2%

11.6%

Central
Mississippi

East Central Golden
Triangle

North
Central

North Delta Northeast
Mississippi

South Delta Southern
Mississippi

Southwest
Mississippi

Three Rivers

Provider Survey Findings

The following charts and graphs illustrate some 

highest responders represented State Agencies 

Park or Federal Agencies and no Schools or 

the respondents from the Central Mississippi 

RECREATION DEMAND

66%
2%

7%
1%

1%
0% 0%

23% City

College/university

County

Federal agency

Local park agency

Nonprofit

School

State agency

Figure 5.21: Which type of organization do you represent?

Figure 5.22: What Mississippi Planning and Development 
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Park and Program Usage

the new recreational facilities were playgrounds 

items on the list and more are generally needed 
in a community based on National Recreation 
and Park Association (NRPA) recommendations 

1858
1553

363
297

219
174

113
106
89
80

43
34
27
24
22
9
2

Picnic Tables
Campsites

Boating/Canoeing
Baseball, Softball Fields

Playgrounds
Tennis Courts
Soccer Fields

Basketball Courts
Unpaved Trails

Paved Trails/Greenways
Football Fields

Outdoor Concerts
Target Shooting
Swimming Pool

Horseback Riding Trails
Golf 18-hole Course

Off-road Driving

Figure 5.23: Please list the TOTAL amount of items your 

or miles.

Figure 5.24: Since 2008, has your agency added NEW 
recreational facilities in your area?? List number or miles. 
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Paved Trails/Greenways
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Swimming Pool
Football Fields

Boating/Canoeing
Golf 18-hole Course

Target Shooting
Horseback Riding Trails

Off-road Driving
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RECREATION DEMAND

in order from MOST REQUESTED (1) to LEAST 

Tennis, public hunting areas, golf facilities, off 
roading and horse facilities all scored the lowest 

ranked these items in the middle to low range 

in mind the demographics of the respondent 

which appeal to a much larger segment of the 
population, ranked in the top three for items 

a good understanding of the desire of their 

need in your area that is not currently 

1)  Picnic areas (highest score)

2)  Trails

3)  Hiking/Jogging/Biking

4)  Boating/Fishing

6)  Biking areas

7)  Camping areas

9)  Swimming facilities

10)  Nature/Interpretive

11)  Tennis courts

12)  Public hunting areas

13)  Golf facilities

14)  Off roading areas

15)  Equestrian/horse (lowest score)

photo credit: DBA

We chose to use the same wording for the 

can participate in and, from past studies, we 
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16.4%

40.3%

13.4%

3.0%

3.0%

1.5%

1.5%

1.5%

1.5%

3.0%

1.5%

4.5%

1.5%

1.5%

6.0%

Aquatic facility, splashpad, swimming

Greenway, Multi-use trails, etc.

Sports fields, recreation center, etc.

Archery

Disc golf

Dog park

Fishing boat rental

Horse trails/horse camp

Golf

Nature center

Blueway

Playgrounds and facilities for kids

Marina

Campsites

Picnic shelters, areas, etc.

Figure 5.25:  What is the greatest recreational need in your 
area that is not currently provided? 
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Summary of Provider Survey

and maintain existing and new facilities, 

facilities such as picnic tables being the most 

increases to facilities, it is important to highlight 

funding continues to be an issue, maintaining 
existing facilities could suffer, which can 

more trails, greenways and bikeways to access 

as dog parks, disc golf and/or splashpads, are 
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Coordination & Collaboration

Issue: The state of Mississippi, as a whole, is 

population resides in small towns separated 

that isolation has fostered an independent 
demeanor amongst intracity agencies, 

public meetings, it is apparent that there is 
not enough collaboration on projects between 

An example of this would be if two neighboring 
communities constructed duplicate baseball 

collaboration between the county school board 

see its recreational needs being met through 

recreation want a broad range of opportunities 

recreation opportunities for state residents and 

Mississippi counties and municipalities 

funding for construction, maintenance, and 

together, unite their resources, and help their 

Action: The state should facilitate the 
communication and cooperation between 

that the state’s recreation system meets the 

the MDWFP, PDDs, and MRPA, there is a need 

of recreation and planning professionals can 

recreation plans to better foster collaboration 

The MDWFP and MRPA should encourage the 
PDDs and their municipal and county parks 

to share information and ideas, coordinate on 
parks and outdoor recreation management 
issues, foster the growth of the recreation 

public health agencies and construct facilities 

ISSUES & ACTION PLAN
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Funding

Issue: Among all local, state, and federal 

support the cost of constructing and operating 
all of the new outdoor recreation facilities that 

Local budgets within Mississippi are limited and 

an increasing demand for new facilities and 

increased the pressure on already limited 

Action:

and pool their resources, more funding may 

funding, they should create awareness about 

Lawmakers need to understand how outdoor 
recreation facilities and programming assist 
communities by promoting economic prosperity 

professions such as real estate, tourism, 

Another method for mitigating funding 

could couple their large projects with adjacent 

donate the park or trail to the city with a future 

photo credit: DBA
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Maintenance

Issue:
of money budgeted for the maintenance of 
recreation facilities is being stretched to do 

cost of doing simple tasks, like mowing the 
lawn or pruning the hedges at the local park, 

Compounding the issue, sometimes when 
new recreation facilities are constructed, the 
department’s facilities maintenance budget is 
not increased to accommodate the additional 

many of Mississippi’s existing recreation 

to repair due to their age and, sometimes, 

derelict, facilities and now lack the funding 

many communities, there is an ongoing issue of 

wear and tear of improper facility use, which is 

spent on routine maintenance are now also 
being spent to restore damaged facilities, 
thus increasing the community need for more 

Action: Ongoing maintenance should be 
considered a primary budget concern when 

should set aside a protected endowment that 
would ensure that all projectable maintenance 
needs, like monthly mowing, tree pruning, 

also ensure that recreational funding sources 

are optimal candidates to help support or 

maintenance crews should stay knowledgeable 

standards for their parks, trails, and other 
recreational facilities ensuring that the facilities 

and construction practices to ensure a long life 
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Planning Assistance

Issue: Outdoor recreation has become a high 

departments are typically charged with the 
planning, design, construction, and maintenance 
of all public recreational facilities within their 

planning process has become a major hurdle 

Numerous small towns want to strengthen their 
outdoor recreation system, but they are not 

lacks a recreation information clearinghouse, 
which would help local communities research 

Action:

Districts (PDD) and the resources of the 
National Recreation and Parks Association 

Grant Application Education

Issue: Most supplemental outdoor recreation 
funding trickles down from the federal 

causes issues for smaller communities, as most 
grant applications are too complicated for them 

rigid and geared towards larger cities, with 

Action:
need a liaison to help streamline (simplify and 

(PDD) as well as, the Mississippi Recreation and 

including grant writing and administration for 

By seeking the help of those recreation 
professionals, local legislators can become 
better educated on the grant planning, 
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PART - VII
OPEN PROJECT SELECTION PROCESS



LWCF Project Selection Process

in Mississippi is administered by the Outdoor 

Mississippi under the federal Land and Water 

state agency liaison with the US Department of 

Application Process

LWCF grants are awarded on an annual 
funding cycle, when appropriations are 

directors, MRPA, and all PDDs, as well as any 
other recreation consultants and planners 

application is posted on the MDWFP website 

normal funding cycle dates begin October of 

note, these dates are altered when LWCF 

happens, all potential eligible sponsors will be 

appropriate information about the proposed 

assessment and a dated project boundary map 
for the proposed project must also be included 

of the priority list are not considered until all 

OPEN PROJECT SELECTION PROCESS

photo credit: City of Pascagoula
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Local Government, priority rating system
1. Minimum requirements are evaluated from data 

on the application forms. Included are a list of 
regulations, assurances of matching funds, citizen 
participation procedures, and compliance with the 
SCORP, dated boundary map, and environmental 
assessment.

2. Measured criteria allows a variable number of points 
for: 

• 

• (b)  Planning considerations, including local 
and regional plans and factors effecting 

• (c)  Site alteration which allows more points 
when a greater percentage of the total project 

• 

3. Incentive criteria allows bonus points for projects 
utilizing consultant services, land donations, low 
income project sites, multiple use facilities, and/or 
inter-agency collaboration, among others.

State Agencies, priority rating system
4. Needs – containing evidence of statewide need 

in the SCORP, individual agency plans, and state 

5. Special consideration – including acquisition of land 
to expand project (park) boundaries, land acquisition 
to preserve natural or endangered areas, acquisition 
of wetlands, emergency acquisition, minority 
considerations, and handicapped considerations.

Please note, the recommended state project 
share is 40 percent of the annual appropriation, 

INCENTIVE CRITERIA ALLOWS BONUS POINTS 
FOR PROJECTS UTILIZING INTER-AGENCY 
COLLABORATION, AMONG OTHERS.

photo credit: MSU Alumni
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Outreach Program

to encourage participation in the LWCF grant 

eligible state agency director, and all planning 

LWCF Project Application,

Minimum Assurances and Requirements

Before proceeding with this application, 
the applicant must be able to demonstrate 

1. The Applicant - The applicant must be a legally 
constituted governmental entity responsible for 
administering local recreation program, such as 
cities/mayors, counties/presidents of the boards of 
supervisors, tribal governments/chiefs, and state 
agency directors.

2. Application - The applicant must submit the 
completed application form with all supplemental 
documentation, which includes a map of the 
jurisdiction identifying all public recreational 
facilities, a map identifying the land acquisition and/
or construction requested in this application, and 
a map identifying minority population distribution. 
Please note, attached to the recreation facilities 
map should be an additional narrative describing the 
proposed recreational facilities located and labeled 
on the map.

3. Property Boundary Map - The applicant must provide 
a dated property boundary map on 8 ½ x 11 size 
paper showing metes and bounds, footages of each 
and the surrounding land use.

4. Environmental Assessment - The applicant will 
be required to submit environmental assessment 
documentation with the application. Please note, an 
environmental assessment packet will be provided 
with the application packet.

5. Public Participation - Mississippi’s open project 
selection process requires public participation in the 
formulation of the project. During the early phases 
of the project, prior to submitting the application, 
an applicant must document public involvement. In 
the ranking criteria, additional credit is given if the 
potential sponsor has invited and received large 
amounts of citizen input on determining priority 
recreation needs (sites and facilities). A detailed 
description of the procedure used to obtain local 
citizen input along with a summary of the results 
obtained must be submitted in writing. The applicant 
must insure citizen participation in the formulation 
of the proposed project or have demonstrated 

recreational priorities. 

6. Matching Funding - The applicant must have 
budgeted the 50% matching requirements or have a 
resolution attesting to the availability of the matching 
requirement. They must also identify sources 
of other federal funds used as matching share, 
when applicable. Please note, if land acquisition is 
involved, plans of the property must be provided with 
full description.

7. Facilities Inventory - The applicant must document 
that a need for the outdoor recreation grant exists. 
Need, as perceived by a small group of individuals, 

meet this requirement. Applicant must complete 
facilities inventory form, provided by ORG staff, 
for each existing park and submit local or regional 
recreational plan(s), if available. The project must 
also be consistent with the goals of the SCORP 
document.

8. Assurances - The applicant must assure ORG 
in writing that project initiation will commence 

has been approved.

9. 9. Checklist - A checklist of the components 
of the application will be submitted along with the 
application. The checklist will be signed and dated by 
the applicant.

OPEN PROJECT SELECTION PROCESS
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Additional Assurances

the applicant has read and understands all 
applicable federal and state rules, regulations, 
and assurances pertaining to the LWCF 

of the following must be complied, with an 
agreement signed by the applicant to that 
effect, before a project can be selected for 

1. The applicant must sign assurances that compliance 
with all federal and state laws and Outdoor 
Recreation Grants guidelines will be guaranteed, i.e. 
PL 88-352 Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
Department of Interior Regulations (43-CFR 17), and 
all other assurances assigned to applicable federal 
and state law.

2. Each grant recipient must designate a coordinator 
that will be responsible for assuring compliance 
with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
This act requires a self-evaluation of facilities 
to determine accessibility by the handicapped, 
and grievance procedure to follow, in event of a 
complaint of discrimination. 

3. Property acquired or developed with assistance from 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Program 
(under Section 6(f)(3) of the LWCF Act), shall be 
retained and used for "public outdoor recreation" 
in perpetuity. In the event that this property is 
converted to other than outdoor recreation use, 
knowingly or unknowingly, by the project sponsor, 
it will constitute a conversion. In order to rectify 

a federal land appraisal will need to be conducted 
to determine the "fair market value" of the loss, 
and equal value replacement property must be 
acquired and developed at the Sponsors expense. 

of this process. In order that this regulation may be 
stringently enforced, the attached limitation of use 
must become a part of the warranty deed and be 

recorded in the county courthouse.

4. Evidence of this recording must be furnished to this 

5. Each grant recipient must provide the ORG staff a 

that includes all transactions relative to the LWCF 
grant. Failure to do so within a reasonable length 
of time after the project closeout will result in the 
demand for a payback of all federal funds expended. 

6. Each grant recipient agrees that project initiation 

the National Park Service that the grant has been 
approved. This includes an immediate land appraisal 
(if applicable), bid advertisements, contract 
acceptance procedures and facility construction. 
Inability to adhere to this assurance will result in 
project withdrawal.

7. Each grant recipient will operate and maintain 
the proposed development in a manner that is 
aesthetically pleasing, sanitary, safe and open 
for public use. The recipient will also maintain an 
attractive LWCF site sign at all times and adhere to 
all guidelines included in the National Park Service 
regulations.

8. Each grant recipient will agree to adhere to new 
federal regulations regarding lobbying, contractor 

and other federal guidelines deemed essential.

photo credit: City of Pascagoula
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the need for proposed projects, to the 
greatest extent practicable, to be accessible 
to all segments of the general public including 

Americans and Asian Americans), the elderly, 

maps identifying all existing and proposed 
park sites and the geographic distribution of 

for the proposed site as well as determine its 
accessibility to all segments of the general 

Technical Assistance

needing help in completing the application 

make personal contact with potential sponsors 

help early in the grant process, ORG is able to 

Conclusion

process helps to ensure that a project is 

OPEN PROJECT SELECTION PROCESS

photo credit: City of Pascagoula
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COUNTY
2010

POPULATION
ACTIVE

FACILITIES
ACTIVE FACILITIES
PER 1000 PERSONS

PASSIVE
FACILITIES

PASSIVE FACILITIES
PER 1000 PERSONS

ADAMS 32,297 10 0.31 12 0.37
ALCORN 37,057 7 0.19 8 0.22
AMITE 13,131 3 0.23 3 0.23
ATTALA 19,564 4 0.20 7 0.36
BENTON 8,729 1 0.11 0 0.00
BOLIVAR 34,145 13 0.38 13 0.38
CALHOUN 14,962 2 0.13 4 0.27
CARROLL 10,597 0 0.00 2 0.19
CHICKASAW 17,392 0 0.00 9 0.52
CHOCTAW 8,547 4 0.47 7 0.82
CLAIBORNE 9,604 0 0.00 5 0.52
CLARKE 16,732 6 0.36 13 0.78
CLAY 20,634 10 0.48 10 0.48
COAHOMA 26,151 4 0.15 5 0.19
COPIAH 29,449 6 0.20 8 0.27
COVINGTON 19,568 5 0.26 7 0.36
DESOTO 161,252 44 0.27 30 0.19
FORREST 74,934 18 0.24 21 0.28
FRANKLIN 8,118 1 0.12 7 0.86
GEORGE 22,578 5 0.22 4 0.18
GREENE 14,400 1 0.07 2 0.14
GRENADA 21,906 3 0.14 24 1.10
HANCOCK 43,929 10 0.23 28 0.64
HARRISON 187,105 101 0.54 81 0.43
HINDS 245,285 81 0.33 48 0.20
HOLMES 19,198 2 0.10 9 0.47
HUMPHREYS 9,375 3 0.32 2 0.21
ISSAQUENA 1,406 0 0.00 0 0.00
ITAWAMBA 23,401 3 0.13 8 0.34
JACKSON 139,668 38 0.27 44 0.32
JASPER 17,062 3 0.18 3 0.18
JEFFERSON 7,726 2 0.26 0 0.00
JEFFERSON DAVIS 12,487 1 0.08 5 0.40
JONES 67,761 12 0.18 17 0.25
KEMPER 10,456 2 0.19 0 0.00
LAFAYETTE 47,351 10 0.21 15 0.32
LAMAR 55,658 12 0.22 9 0.16
LAUDERDALE 80,261 32 0.40 23 0.29
LAWRENCE 12,929 2 0.15 4 0.31
LEAKE 23,805 3 0.13 8 0.34
LEE 82,910 31 0.37 28 0.34
LEFLORE 32,317 10 0.31 15 0.46
LINCOLN 34,869 5 0.14 6 0.17
LOWNDES 59,779 16 0.27 18 0.30
MADISON 95,203 12 0.13 19 0.20
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COUNTY
2010

POPULATION
ACTIVE

FACILITIES
ACTIVE FACILITIES
PER 1000 PERSONS

PASSIVE
FACILITIES

PASSIVE FACILITIES
PER 1000 PERSONS

MARION 27,088 6 0.22 5 0.18
MARSHALL 37,144 5 0.13 9 0.24
MONROE 36,989 19 0.51 14 0.38
MONTGOMERY 10,925 2 0.18 1 0.09
NESHOBA 29,676 9 0.30 9 0.30
NEWTON 21,720 8 0.37 7 0.32
NOXUBEE 11,545 1 0.09 2 0.17
OKTIBBEHA 47,671 18 0.38 13 0.27
PANOLA 34,707 6 0.17 22 0.63
PEARL RIVER 55,834 7 0.13 4 0.07
PERRY 12,250 3 0.24 13 1.06
PIKE 40,404 11 0.27 11 0.27
PONTOTOC 29,957 9 0.30 9 0.30
PRENTISS 25,276 6 0.24 7 0.28
QUITMAN 8,223 1 0.12 0 0.00
RANKIN 141,617 32 0.23 30 0.21
SCOTT 28,264 6 0.21 12 0.42
SHARKEY 4,916 2 0.41 8 1.63
SIMPSON 27,503 4 0.15 5 0.18
SMITH 16,491 1 0.06 7 0.42
STONE 17,786 4 0.22 13 0.73
SUNFLOWER 29,450 10 0.34 8 0.27
TALLAHATCHIE 15,378 5 0.33 1 0.07
TATE 28,886 5 0.17 6 0.21
TIPPAH 22,232 3 0.13 2 0.09
TISHOMINGO 19,593 9 0.46 22 1.12
TUNICA 10,778 6 0.56 5 0.46
UNION 27,134 5 0.18 6 0.22
WALTHALL 15,443 2 0.13 3 0.19
WARREN 48,773 15 0.31 11 0.23
WASHINGTON 51,137 38 0.74 26 0.51
WAYNE 20,747 4 0.19 8 0.39
WEBSTER 10,253 1 0.10 3 0.29
WILKINSON 9,878 1 0.10 4 0.40
WINSTON 19,198 4 0.21 7 0.36
YALOBUSHA 12,678 3 0.24 12 0.95
YAZOO 28,065 3 0.11 3 0.11

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
DISTRICT

2010
POPULATION

ACTIVE
FACILITIES

ACTIVE FACILITIES
PER 1000 PERSONS

PASSIVE
FACILITIES

PASSIVE FACILITIES
PER 1000 PERSONS

CENTRAL MISSISSIPPI 615,895 153 0.25 124 0.20
EAST CENTRAL 244,467 70 0.29 82 0.34
GOLDEN TRIANGLE 177,627 54 0.30 60 0.34
NORTH CENTRAL 127,185 24 0.19 70 0.55
NORTH DELTA 285,375 71 0.25 69 0.24
NORTHEAST MISSISSIPPI 150,031 31 0.21 48 0.32
SOUTH DELTA 130,429 66 0.51 57 0.44
SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 771,793 227 0.29 261 0.34
SOUTHWEST MISSISSIPPI 184,399 37 0.20 55 0.30
THREE RIVERS 280,096 79 0.28 93 0.33
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Area # Top 3 HAVE participated in # Top 3 WOULD LIKE TO participate in 

Northeast Mississippi      

 26 Jog, Run, Walk for exercise 9 Canoeing, Kayaking, Rafting, Tubing 

 25 Hiking and Trails  8 Bicycling (non-motorized)  

 25 Visit Beaches in Mississippi 7 Archery   

 24 Fishing (On a Boat)  7 Competitive Shooting 

 24 Picnicking   7 Hiking and Trails  

     7 Jog, Run, Walk for exercise 

     7 
Outdoor Drama - Concerts, Cultural 
Events, etc. 

     7 Target Shooting/Skeet 

     7 Water Parks, Splashpool, Sprayground 

North Delta                 

 51 Playgrounds  32 Water Parks, Splashpool, Sprayground  

 49 Fishing on a Bank or Pier 27 Hiking and Trails  

 48 Events, Festivals, etc. 22 Bicycling (non-motorized) 

 48 Jog, run, walk, exercise 22 Events, Festivals, etc.  

South Delta                 

 9 Fishing (On a Bank or Pier)  9 Excitement/Outdoors  

 9 Health/Fitness Training 9 High Ropes Course  

 8 Backpacking   8 Hiking and Trails  

 8 Bicycling (non-motorized) 7 Canoeing, Kayaking, Rafting, Tubing 

 8 Camping    7 Events, Festivals, etc. 

 8 Events, Festivals, etc.  7 Nature Photography 

 8 Jog, Run, Walk for exercise 7 Repelling/Rock Climbing 

 8 Playgrounds   7 Water Parks, Splashpool, Sprayground 

 7 Canoeing, Kayaking, Rafting, Tubing    

 7 Hiking and Trails      

 7 Swimming (Recreation)     

Three Rivers                 

 63 Camping   30 Canoeing, Kayaking, Rafting, Tubing  

 63 Fishing (On a Boat)  30 Target Shooting/Skeet 

 62 Fishing (On a Bank or Pier) 30 Water Parks, Splashpool, Sprayground 

 60 Picnicking  28 Bicycling (non-motorized) 

     27 Hiking and Trails   

Golden Triangle  

 16 Fishing (On a Boat)  11 Camping    

 14 Camping    9 Fishing (On a Boat)  

 12 Fishing (On a Bank or Pier) 9 Hiking and Trails  

 12 Picnicking  8 Archery   

     8 Nature Photography 
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North Central Mississippi       

 7 Boating/Sailing   4 Target Shooting/Skeet  

 7 Camping   3 Animal Training/Showing 

 7 Fishing (On a Bank or Pier) 3 Backpacking  

 7 Hunting, Bow Hunting 3 Competitive Shooting 

 6 Fishing (On a Boat)  3 Fishing (On a Bank or Pier) 

 6 Hiking and Trails  3 Golf   

 6 Playgrounds   3 High Ropes Course  

 5 Events, Festivals, etc. 3 Hiking and Trails  

 5 Excitement/Outdoors 3 Horseback Riding/Trail Riding 

 5 Jog, Run, Walk for exercise 3 Picnicking  

 5 
Off-Road Vehicle, ATV, Dirt Biking 
(motorized) 2 Archery    

     2 Baseball, Softball   

     2 Boating/Sailing  

     2 Camping   

     2 Dog Field Trials  

     2 Frisbee, Disc Golf  

     2 Gardening   

     2 Health/Fitness Training 

     2 Jog, Run, Walk for exercise 

     2 Nature Photography 

     2 
Outdoor Drama - Concerts, Cultural 
Events, etc.  

     2 Playgrounds  

     2 Repelling/Rock Climbing  

     2 Soccer   

     2 Swim Team (Competitive) 

     2 Visit Beaches in Mississippi 

     2 Volleyball/Badminton 

     2 Zoos   

Central Mississippi  

 98 Fishing (On a Bank or Pier) 48 Hiking and Trails  

 95 Fishing (On a Boat)  44 Camping   

 95 Jog, Run, Walk for exercise 40 Canoeing, Kayaking, Rafting, Tubing 

 94 Events, Festivals, etc.  40 Picnicking   

Area # Top 3 HAVE participated in # Top 3 WOULD LIKE TO participate in 
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East Central                 

 22 Fishing (On a Bank or Pier) 7 Competitive Shooting  

 20 Fishing (On a Boat)  7 Hunting, Bow Hunting 

 17 Baseball, Softball  5 Archery   

 17 Camping   5 Automobile Racing   

     5 
Off-Road Vehicle, ATV, Dirt Biking 
(motorized)  

     5 Scuba/Snorkeling  

Area # Top 3 HAVE participated in # Top 3 WOULD LIKE TO participate in 

     5 Target Shooting/Skeet 

     4 Camping   

     4 Events, Festivals, etc.  

     4 Nature Photography 

     4 Repelling/Rock Climbing 

     4 Water Parks, Splashpool, Sprayground 

Southwest Mississippi      

 15 Hunting, Bow Hunting 5 Competitive Shooting  

 13 Camping   5 
Off-Road Vehicle, ATV, Dirt Biking 
(motorized) 

 11 Archery   4 Backpacking   

 11 Fishing (On a Bank or Pier) 3 Canoeing, Kayaking, Rafting, Tubing  

 11 Fishing (On a Boat)  3 Health/Fitness Training 

     3 Hunting, Bow Hunting 

     3 Spelunking (Caves)  
Southern 
Mississippi                 

 36 Fishing (On a Boat)  17 Competitive Shooting 

 33 Fishing (On a Bank or Pier) 16 Archery   

 31 Hunting, Bow Hunting  15 Canoeing, Kayaking, Rafting, Tubing 

     15 Target Shooting/Skeet 

TABLES
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friends and/or

family

For health
reasons

FIGURES
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327
323

307
291

281
274

261
249

245
230

226
220

218
205

197
192
191

185
179

175
166

151
129
128
128

123
116
115
114
114

112
108

101
100

98
96

90
68

66
63

61
61

59
54

49
48

35
34

29
27

20
19

Fishing (on a bank or pier)
Fishing (on a boat)

Camping
Jog, run, walk for exercise

Events, festivals, etc.
Visit beaches in Mississippi

Picnicking
Hiking and trails

Playgrounds
Hunting, bow hunting

Baseball, softball
Canoeing, rafting, tubing

Boating/sailing
Excitement/outdoors

Zoos
Bicycling (non-motorized)

Health/fitness training
Swimming (recreation)

Football
Water parks, splashpool, sprayground

Gardening
Off-road vehicle, ATV, dirt biking

Backpacking
Archery

Soccer
Target shooting/skeet

Golf
Basketball

Nature photography
Tennis

Outdoor drama - concerts, cultural
Bird watching

Wind surfing, water skiing, jet skiing
Kite flying

Horseback riding/trail riding
Miniature golf

Frisbee, disc golf
Competitive shooting
Volleyball/badminton

Animal training/showing
Scuba/snorkeling

Skating/skateboarding/rollerblading
Collecting rocks

Repelling/rock climbing
Cheerleading

High ropes course
Dog field trials

Automobile racing
Spelunking (caves)

Orienteering
Shuffleboard

Swim team (competitive)



Mississippi Outdoor Recreation Plan • 2015–2019

140
136

129
128

127
122

119
117

115
111

109
109
109
109

107
104

102
100

99
91

89
89

88
86

84
79

78
76

73
71

70
68

60
60

57
56

52
46

44
43
43

42
41

39
39
39

35
34

33
30

18
14

Hiking and trails
Canoeing, kayaking, rafting, tubing

Water parks, splashpool, sprayground
Camping
Archery

Target shooting/skeet
Competitive shooting
Events, festivals, etc.

Bicycling (non-motorized)
Backpacking

Fishing (on a boat)
Jog, run, walk for exercise

Picknicking
Zoos

Fishing (on a bank or pier)
Excitement/outdoors

Health/fitness training
Repelling/rock climbing

Outdoor drama - concerts, cultural
Nature photography

Off-road vehicle, ATV, dirt biking
Visit beaches in Mississippi

High ropes course
Miniature golf

Horseback riding/trail riding
Animal training/showing

Swimming (recreation)
Boating/sailing

Playgrounds
Hunting, bow hunting

Scuba/snorkeling
Wind surfing, water skiing, jet skiing

Bird watching
Dog field trials

Gardening
Frisbee, disc golf

Spelunking (caves)
Tennis

Football
Automobile racing

Baseball, softball
Volleyball/badminton

Orienteering
Basketball

Golf
Kite flying

Skating/skateboarding/rollerblading
Soccer

Collecting rocks
Swim team (competitive)

Shuffleboard
Cheerleading

FIGURES
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17%

63%

20% Would not
walk

Up to 2 miles

2-5 miles

58%

42%
Yes

No
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2%

22%

30%16%

30%

Would not
drive

Under 15
minutes

15-30 minutes

30-45 minutes

45+ minutes

22%

28%26%

13%

11% Would not bike

Up to 2 miles

2-5 miles

5-10 miles

10+ miles

FIGURES
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47%
40%

34%

46%

Quarterly Monthly

Yes No

0.0%

7.2%

18.2%

25.0% 24.7%

18.6%

5.7%

0.4% 0.2%

14 or
younger

15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75 and
up

Prefer
not to

answer
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58%

42%
Male

Female

92%

5%

0%0%1%0%2% White

Black or African
American
Asian

Native Hawaiian or
Other Pacific Islander
American Indian or
Alaska Native
Other

Prefer not to answer

FIGURES
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87%

13%

Home Owner

Renter

76%

1%
7%

0% 13%

3%
Married

Widowed

Divorced

Separated

Never married

Prefer not to
answer
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0.9%

18.4%

40.9%

28.4%

10.8%

0.4%

0.2%

0.0%

Prefer not to answer

Completed graduate school

Graduated from college

Some college

Graduated from high school

9-11 years

1-8 years

Did not attend school

FIGURES

5.7%

13.8%

24.1%

22.3%

21.9%

12.2%

Under $20,000

$20,000-$40,000

$40,000-$70,000

$70,000-$100,000

Over $100,000

Prefer not to answer
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6%
4%

9%

81%

0-5 years

6-10 years

11-20 years

Over 20 years

31.4%

5.6%
4.0%

1.8%

15.5%

6.6%

2.9%

9.0%

3.0%

20.3%

Central
Mississippi

East Central Golden
Triangle

North
Central

North Delta Northeast
Mississippi

South Delta Southern
Mississippi

Southwest
Mississippi

Three
Rivers
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66%
2%

7%
1%

1%
0% 0%

23% City

College/university

County

Federal agency

Local park agency

Nonprofit

School

State agency

FIGURES



89

11.6%

7.2%

4.3%
5.8% 5.8%

8.7%

34.8%

8.7%
7.2%

11.6%

Central
Mississippi

East Central Golden
Triangle

North
Central

North Delta Northeast
Mississippi

South Delta Southern
Mississippi

Southwest
Mississippi

Three Rivers

1858
1553

363
297

219
174

113
106
89
80

43
34
27
24
22
9
2

Picnic Tables
Campsites

Boating/Canoeing
Baseball, Softball Fields

Playgrounds
Tennis Courts
Soccer Fields

Basketball Courts
Unpaved Trails

Paved Trails/Greenways
Football Fields

Outdoor Concerts
Target Shooting
Swimming Pool

Horseback Riding Trails
Golf 18-hole Course

Off-road Driving
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389
387

72
56

46
28

22.75
19.3

12
11

6
5
3
2
2
0
0

Campsites
Picnic Tables
Playgrounds

Baseball, Softball Fields
Tennis Courts
Soccer Fields

Paved Trails/Greenways
Unpaved Trails

Basketball Courts
Outdoor Concerts

Swimming Pool
Football Fields

Boating/Canoeing
Golf 18-hole Course

Target Shooting
Horseback Riding Trails

Off-road Driving

16.4%

40.3%

13.4%

3.0%

3.0%

1.5%

1.5%

1.5%

1.5%

3.0%

1.5%

4.5%

1.5%

1.5%

6.0%

Aquatic facility, splashpad, swimming

Greenway, Multi-use trails, etc.

Sports fields, recreation center, etc.

Archery

Disc golf

Dog park

Fishing boat rental

Horse trails/horse camp

Golf

Nature center

Blueway

Playgrounds and facilities for kids

Marina

Campsites

Picnic shelters, areas, etc.

FIGURES

miles

miles
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APPENDIX



TRIDES
AKING

MISSISSIPPI OUTDOOR
RECREATION PLAN
2015-2019

DANA BR    WN
iatesAsso

2015-2019 TASK FORCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Planning & Development District Representatives Municipal Representatives

Name Organization Name Organization

notnilC fo ytiC ,lanoitaerceR & skraPyawolloHyaRDDP ippississiM lartneCsbbutSiztiM

ixoliB fo ytiC ,noitaerceR & skraPlleBlyrehCDDP ippississiM lartneCegruBttocS

Jenifer noskcaJ fo ytiC ,noitaerceR & skraPsenoJnellADDP ippississiM lartneC tsaEdrofuB

Kawana McCary East Central Mississippi PDD

Phylis Benson Golden Triangle PDD County Representative

George Crawford Golden Triangle PDD Name Organization

ytnuoC notgnihsaW ,gninoZ dna gninnalPsmailliWdranoeLDDP ippississiM lartneC htroNllessuRnevetS

John Wiggers North Central Mississippi PDD

James Curcio North Delta PDD

Darlene Grimes Northeast Mississippi PDD Academic Representative

Jonathan Troyka South Delta PDD Name Organization

erutcetihcrA epacsdnaL fo tnemtrapeD USMcnutrAkidaSDDP sreviR eerhTyelleKnonreV

Karen Heintz Three Rivers PDD

Kurt Brummett Three Rivers PDD Consultant Representatives

Name Organization

Mississippi Recreation Park Association Professionals Dana Brown Dana Brown & Associates

Name Organization Gaylan Williams Dana Brown & Associates

Lamar Evans MS Recreation & Parks Association Joe Pfeifer Dana Brown & Associates

Dewayne Williams MS Recreation & Parks Association Mary Vavra Lose & Associates
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The Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks is currently updating the Statewide Comprehensive 
Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP). As a resident of Mississippi, we need your input. Your help is greatly appreciated. 
Please complete the survey by December 9, 2013. 
 
Thank you for participating in this survey. 
Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 

1. What Mississippi Planning/Development District do you live in? (See map below)

 

 
2015-2019 SCORP Survey for Citizens

 
2015-2019 SCORP Survey for Citizens

Northeast Mississippi 

North Delta 

South Delta 

Three Rivers 

Golden Triangle 

North Central 

Central Mississippi 

East Central 

Southwest Mississippi 

Southern Mississippi 
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2. How many hours do you and/or a member of your family spend in a park per week?

3. Which of the following types of facilities do you visit most often? Please select all that 
apply. 

 
2015-2019 SCORP Survey for Citizens

None 

1-10 

11-20 

21-30 

31-40 

40+ 

City Parks 

County Parks 

State Parks 

National Parks 

US Forest Service 

Water District Facilities 

Private Facilities 

Other (please specify) 
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4. Please place a check next to the recreation activities that you OR members of your 
family have and/or would like to participate in your area.

Have Participated Would Like to Participate

Animal Training/Showing  

Archery  

Automobile Racing  

Backpacking  

Baseball, Softball  

Basketball  

Bicycling (non-motorized)  

Bird Watching  

Boating/Sailing  

Camping  

Canoeing, Kayaking, Rafting, 
Tubing

 

Cheerleading  

Collecting Rocks  

Competitive Shooting  

Dog Field Trials  

Events, Festivals, etc.  

Excitement/Outdoors  

Fishing (On a Bank or Pier)  

Fishing (On a Boat)  

Football  

Frisbee, Disc Golf  

Gardening  

Golf  

Health/Fitness Training  

High Ropes Course  

Hiking and Trails  

Horseback Riding/Trail Riding  

Hunting, Bow Hunting  

Jog, Run, Walk for exercise  

Kite Flying  

Miniature Golf  

Nature Photography  
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5. What is the reason you and/or your family participate in park activities? 

Off-Road Vehicle, ATV, Dirt Biking 
(motorized)

 

Orienteering  

Outdoor Drama - Concerts, Cultural 
Events, etc.

 

Picnicking  

Playgrounds  

Repelling/Rock Climbing  

Scuba/Snorkeling  

Shuffleboard  

Skating/Skateboarding/Rollerblading  

Soccer  

Spelunking (Caves)  

Swim Team (Competitive)  

Swimming (Recreation)  

Target Shooting/Skeet  

Tennis  

Visit Beaches in Mississippi  

Volleyball/Badminton  

Water Parks, Splashpool, 
Sprayground

 

Wind Surfing, Water Skiing, Jet 
Skiing, Parasailing

 

Zoos  

 
2015-2019 SCORP Survey for Citizens

Other (please specify) 

For health reasons 

To be with friends and/or family 

Enjoy being outdoors 

Good/excel in activities 
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6. Do you travel outside of Mississippi to use other parks and recreation facilities?

7. How far would you be willing to walk, drive or ride a bicycle to parks and recreation 
facilities if safe multi-use trails, sidewalks or bicycle lanes were available near you? 

8. Would you like to receive a monthly or quarterly newsletter via email to inform you and 
your family of upcoming recreation programs and special events?

9. Please indicate your age.

10. What is your gender?

11. What is your ethnicity? (Please select all that apply.)

Walk Drive Ride a Bike

Check ONE choice 
per drop-down menu

  

Yes No

Monthly  

Quarterly  

 
2015-2019 SCORP Survey for Citizens

Yes 

No 

If so, where? 

If you would not walk or bicycle, why? 

14 or younger 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65-74 

75 and up 

Prefer not to answer 

Female 

Male 

White 

Black or African American 

Asian 

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 

American Indian or Alaska Native 

Other 

Prefer not to answer 
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12. Please check your housing status.

13. Which of the following best describes your current relationship status?

14. What is your approximate average household income?

15. What is the highest level of education you have completed?
 

16. How long have you lived in Mississippi? 

17. Do you have any additional comments?

 







Home Owner 

Renter 

Married 

Widowed 

Divorced 

Separated 

Never married 

Prefer not to answer 

Under $20,000 

$20,000-$40,000 

$40,000-$70,000 

$70,000-$100,000 

Over $100,000 

Prefer not to answer 

0 – 5 Years 

6 – 10 Years 

11 – 20 Years 

Over 20 Years 
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Mississippi is currently updating the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP). As a provider, we 
need your assistance in determining the number of new and/or abandoned facilities in the state in order to update the 
inventory list. Your help is greatly appreciated. Please complete the survey by December 9, 2013. 

Thank you, 
Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 

1. Please provide the name of your agency/department/organization.

2. Which type of organization do you represent?

3. Please provide your contact information.

2015-2019 SCORP Survey for Providers

*
Name:

Organization 

Address:

Address 2:

City/Town:

State: 

ZIP:

Country:

Email Address:

Phone Number:

2015-2019 SCORP Survey for Providers

City 

College/University 

County 

Federal Agency 

Local Park Agency 

Nonprofit 

School 

State Agency 

Other (please specify) 
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4. Since 2008, has your agency added NEW recreational facilities in your area?
Yes No

Baseball, Softball Fields  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Basketball Courts  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Boating/Canoeing  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Campsites  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Football Fields  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Golf 18-hole Course  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Horseback Riding Trails  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Off-road driving  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Outdoor concerts  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Picnic Tables  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Playgrounds  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Soccer Fields  
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How many added? List number or miles. 

Swimming Pool  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Target shooting  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Tennis Courts  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Paved Trails/Greenways  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Unpaved Trails  

How many added? List number or miles. 
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5. Since 2008, has your agency ABANDONED any recreational facilities in your area?
yes no

Baseball, Softball 
Fields

 

How many added? List number or miles. 

Basketball Courts  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Boating/Canoeing  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Campsites  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Football Fields  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Golf 18-hole Course  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Horseback Riding 
Trails

 

How many added? List number or miles. 

Off-road driving  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Outdoor concerts  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Picnic Tables  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Playgrounds  

How many added? List number or miles. 
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Soccer Fields  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Swimming Pool  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Target shooting  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Tennis Courts  

How many added? List number or miles. 

Paved 
Trails/Greenways

 

How many added? List number or miles. 

Unpaved Trails  

How many added? List number or miles. 

 
2015-2019 SCORP Survey for Providers
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6. In order to have an accurate count, please list the TOTAL amount of the items below i.e. 
number of fields, courts or miles.
Baseball, Softball Fields

Basketball Courts

Boating/Canoeing

Campsites

Football Fields

Golf 18-hole Course

Horseback Riding Trails

Off-road driving

Outdoor concerts

Picnic Tables

Playgrounds

Soccer Fields

Swimming Pool

Target shooting

Tennis Courts

Paved Trails/Greenways

Unpaved Trails

 
2015-2019 SCORP Survey for Providers



Page 7

7. In addition, does your agency/department provide any of the 
following facilities? If so, please list the amount i.e. number of 
fields, courts or miles. 
BMX track

Community gardens

Conference center/rental facility

Disc Golf Course

Dog Park

Driving Range

Fitness center/community 
center

Gardens/arboretum

Gyms

Ice skating rink

Lake/river access

Library

Marina

Miniature golf

Mountain biking trails

Museums/historic sites

Nature center

Non-competition pool

Ocean/Beach access

Picnic areas with shelters

Rock climbing wall

Skate park

Sports stadium/arena

Spraygrounds/splash pads

Synthetic fields

Theater/preforming arts center

Nature center

Volleyball court

 
2015-2019 SCORP Survey for Providers
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8. Rank these facilities from 1-15 in order from MOST REQUESTED (1) to LEAST 
REQUESTED (15) in your area.

9. What is the greatest recreational need in your area that is not currently provided?

 

10. What Mississippi Planning/Development District is your agency in? (See map below)

 Trails

 Picnic Areas

 Swimming Facilities

 Baseball/Softball Fields

 Football/Soccer/Fields

 Golf Facilities

 Tennis Courts

 Nature/Interpretive Centers

 Boating And Fishing

 Public Hunting Areas

 Off Roading (OHV) Areas

 Equestrian/Horse Facilities

 Biking Areas

 Camping Areas

 Hiking/Biking/Jogging





 
2015-2019 SCORP Survey for Providers

Northeast Mississippi 

North Delta 

South Delta 

Three Rivers 

Golden Triangle 

North Central 

Central Mississippi 

East Central 

Southwest Mississippi 

Southern Mississippi 
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Mississippi Planning/Development District Map 



STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE
OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN

2015–2019

fishing

exercising

living

hunting

hi
ki
ng

rid
in
g

lov
in
g

bi
ki
ng

ru
nn

in
g

playing

camping
cli
mb

ing

tu
bin

g

kayaking

touring

ex
plo

rin
g

beaching
boating

swimming

sightseeing

TUES, NOV 12 @ 11:00A

272 County Road 995 
Tupelo, MS 38804
662-840-5172

TUES, NOV 12 @ 3:00P
Mississippi State University

Room C104
845-3 Stone Boulevard 
Starkville, MS 39762
662-563-8068

WED, NOV 6 @ 2:00P

319 Geiger Lake Road
Hattiesburg, MS 39401
601-582-7721   

WED, OCT 30 @ 2:00P

1505 Eastover Drive
Jackson, MS 39211
601-432-2400

TUES, NOV 26 @ 2:00P

Convention Center
1040 S Raceway Road
Greenville, MS 38703
662-332-0488

DANA BR    WN
iatesAsso

Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, & Parks (MDWFP) is actively 
assembling the 2015-2019 Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation 
Plan (SCORP). The SCORP is critical for understanding Mississippi’s current 
recreational assets and determining future recreational project needs. Listed 
below is information on upcoming public meetings regarding the SCORP. Please 
attend, participate, and help improve outdoor recreation in Mississippi!

Questions?
Joe Pfeifer, Dana Brown & Associates
jpfeifer@danabrownassociates.com
504-345-2639

UPCOMING PUBLIC MEETINGS


