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The following report is a compilation of public and private land reports and habitat assessments 
during the week ending January 14, 2018.   
 
Jackson, MS – Following the previous week’s hard freeze, Mississippi’s weather conditions and 
temperatures returned to the normal range for most of last week. However, yet another cold front 
reached into the Southeast on Friday, and persisted through the weekend. For the first few days 
following the freeze, ducks responded quickly to high-quality food sources in shallowly flooded 
wetlands to re-fuel after not having access to these areas for several days. Icy conditions returned to 
much of the state over the weekend, and ducks shifted back to limited areas of open shallow water, 
as well as deep and flowing water bodies. Water levels in the Mississippi River and many other river 
systems in the Delta are currently falling. The long range forecast predicts another sharp drop in 
temperatures this week, with many areas currently receiving snowfall. Warmer weather is predicted to 
move in by the end of the week and last into next week. 
 
Since high quality foraging habitat is expected to become extremely limited once again, ducks are 
expected to change habitat uses this week. Hunters are reminded to think about how weather and 
time of year may be impacting where ducks and geese are located. Prior to a freeze, ducks can 
typically be found feeding heavily in wetlands with abundant food sources. During a freeze, breaking 
ice or turning on a flowing water source to create open water can sometimes be effective in hunting 
shallow wetlands. However, hunters may be more successful by scouting for ducks on deep sloughs 
or lakes. Some state Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) across the Mississippi Delta experienced 
increased hunting success following the freeze. The most abundantly harvested species on WMAs 
have continued to be green-winged teal and gadwall. Light geese and white-fronted geese have 
remained highly abundant across much of the Delta region. As always, availability of quality wetland 
habitat and weather conditions will continue to influence waterfowl hunting success on both private 
and public lands. 
 
Waterfowl draw hunt applications for WMAs have now ended, but several WMAs still have stand-by 
opportunity or open access for waterfowl hunters seeking to hunt public land. The early January aerial 
waterfowl survey was recently completed, and a report is now posted on the Waterfowl Program web 
page at www.mdwfp.com/waterfowl. Overall, duck estimates (including mallards) in the Delta region 
were high during the early January survey. The late January aerial waterfowl survey is scheduled to 
be flown later this week if conditions allow. The Waterfowl Program web page lists links to regulations 
and habitat information for specific WMAs and other public lands throughout the state, as well as 
other general waterfowl biology, habitat, and hunting information as it becomes available.  
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Table 1:  Water levels* and total duck abundance ratings for selected Wildlife Management Areas. 

WMA Water Levels* Duck Abundance 
Charlie Capps 100% High 
Howard Miller 100% Medium-High 
William “Billy” C. Deviney 100% Medium-High 
Mahannah 80% Medium 
Malmaison** 80% Medium 
Muscadine Farms 100% Medium 
O'Keefe 100% Medium 
Pearl River 100% Medium-High 
Twin Oaks 100% Low 
Trim Cane 50% Low 
Tuscumbia 70% Medium-High 

 

*Indicates percentage of water coverage in managed impoundments. Most impoundments are 
intentionally allowed to gradually fill to capacity over the course of the winter. 

**Malmaison WMA green-tree reservoir is being managed at a lower pumped water level than in past 
years to better manage the existing bottomland hardwoods in the area. Rainfall will also be captured 
to supplement pumping throughout the winter to gradually flood the area. 

Sunflower WMA Green-tree Reservoir (GTR) Flooding for 2017-18 Waterfowl Season 
 
No pumps are operational on Sunflower WMA currently. The GTRs below have had boards installed 
in water control structures and have had valves closed to allow accumulation of rainfall runoff. Very 
little natural flooding has occurred in GTRs thus far. Waterfowl habitat will increase as more 
precipitation is received.  
 
Long Bayou #7 GTR 
South GTR #8 GTR (southeast portion only) 
Sunflower GTR (west and southeast portions only) 
 
Additional Wetland Areas on Sunflower WMA: 
There are approximately 5,200 acres of low-lying sloughs, lakes, and other wetlands scattered 
across Sunflower WMA. Most of these areas have water control structures to allow for flooding, and 
many are currently holding water. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Table 2:  Waterfowl harvest and man-days reported from January 6 – January 12, 2018 for 
selected Wildlife Management Areas. 
 

WMA Man-Days Waterfowl Harvest Avg. Birds/Hunter/Day 
Black Prairie 5 13 2.6 
Charlie Capps 23 85 3.7 
Howard Miller 143 216 1.5 
William “Billy” C. Deviney 65 169 2.6 
Mahannah 65 77 1.2 
Malmaison** 182 249 1.4 
Muscadine Farms 189 174 0.9 
O'Keefe N/A N/A N/A 
Old River 93 82 0.9 
Pascagoula River 181 167 0.9 
Pearl River N/A N/A N/A 
Twin Oaks 11 35 3.2 
Trim Cane* 0 0 N/A 
Tuscumbia* 0 0 N/A 
Ward Bayou 96 56 0.6 

 
*Trim Cane and Tuscumbia WMAs will conduct waterfowl draw hunts January 24 and January 27. 
 
 


