
32   July–August

Having spent 10 years as 
a law enforcement of-
ficer, six of those with 
Mississippi Department 
of Wildlife, Fisheries, 

and Parks (MDWFP) in Pearl River and 
Marion counties, I have had  multiple 
opportunities to experience strange cas-
es. Sometimes the case involves wildlife, 
sometimes it involves serious criminal 
activity, and sometimes both. 

One hot June afternoon in Pearl River 
County, I came upon an overturned van 
near a curve on Highway 43, just north 
of Highway 26. The van was on its side 
and people were standing around it. Ap-
parently, some had stopped to see what 
happened and others lived nearby and 
had heard the loud noise caused by the 
accident. As I got out of my vehicle, I 
immediately heard, “He went that way.” 
None of the people gathered had been in 
the van or involved in the accident, and 
one of them said they already had called 
the Mississippi Highway Patrol. I asked 
what happened and to describe the driv-
er. They told me the driver ran away from 
the van to the edge of the woods, threw 
down a sack, and then continued running 
into the woods. As I slowly approached 
the empty van to investigate it, a woman 
walked over to the sack and asked if she 
should pick it up. I told her, “No! Do not 
pick it up. Leave it right where it is.”

BACKROAD
DISPATCH

Rattled near the river

I opened the van door, checked the vehicle registration, 
and recognized the person’s name. He was a local resident 
who was extremely familiar with this area. I assumed he 
ran into the woods because he thought he could be arrest-
ed for leaving the scene of an accident (or worse) and this 
was the best way to avoid that. I suspected he ran toward 
the river and was waiting in the woods until everyone left. 
I called toward the woods for him to come out and, of 
course, I got no response.

Soon a Mississippi Highway Patrolman arrived and I 
walked him through the scene, including the fact the 
suspect left a sack behind. The patrolman started his 
own investigation and that is when I picked up the sack, 
which looked like a pillowcase with a drawstring at-
tached. I held it by the top and walked it to my truck. 
I told the people who were still there, “This is why I 

EDITOR'S NOTE
Mississippi wildlife laws are intended to keep people safe, protect personal 
property, and conserve the state's natural resources. The purpose of “Backroad 
Dispatch” is to demonstrate how Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, 
and Parks Conservation Officers work the forests, fields, and waterways to 
enforce these laws, ensuring a positive outdoor experience for all.

BACK OFF
Eastern diamondback 
rattlesnakes - the 
longest and heaviest 
venomous snake in 
North America - are 
well known for their 
rattle and painful, 
destructive bite, which 
can be fatal to humans. 
That said, human deaths 
from rattlesnake bites 
are rare, because the 
antivenom is available 
throughout its range.

Rattlesnake first aid 
steps are to get away 
from the snake, seek 
emergency medical 
assistance, keep the 
injury below the level of 
the heart, and remain 
as calm and still as 
possible. The prognosis 
for a rattlesnake bite is 
good if it is treated with-
in the first 30 minutes. 
If untreated, a bite can 
cause organ damage 
or death within two or 
three days.

The International Union 
for Conservation of 
Nature lists the conser-
vation status as "least 
concern." However, less 
than 3% of the historical 
population remains and 
continues to decrease.
The species is under 
review for inclusion in 
the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service Endangered 
Species List.

By Joey Herrington
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didn’t want you to pick it up.” I bumped 
the sack and they could hear the rat-
tling noise coming from it. Inside was 
a 4½- to 5-foot eastern diamondback 
rattlesnake. I cannot say for certain why 
the suspect had a rattlesnake, but it must 
have had some value to him because he 
tried to run away with it.

We put a hold on the vehicle and I issued 
a citation for illegal possession of wild-
life because, after running a check on 
him through dispatch, I saw he did not 
have a hunting license (a person can le-
gally possess a rattlesnake only if he or 
she has a valid hunting license). It is a 
class three violation that includes a $25-
$100 fine plus court costs. We never did 
find the suspect that day, but he was later 
found and officially cited. 

Before I left the scene, I pulled the sack 
out of the truck and told the patrolman, 
“Alright, here’s your sack. I’m going 
to the house.” He gave me a frightened 
look and said, “You’re not going to take 
that with you?” I laughed and told him, 
“Well, I reckon I will.” I took the snake 
to a licensed wildlife handler in Luce-
dale, who took care of it until the case 
was decided. The handler later released 
the snake into the wild. 

If you have ever desired to own a wild 
animal for some personal reason, re-
member MDWFP Administrative Rule 
Part 5, Chapter 2, Rule 2.3 regulates 
the possession of non-game wildlife 
in need of management. Possession 
of non-game species for personal use 
requires a valid Mississippi Hunting 
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License. The possession limit for non-
game snakes taken from the wild are 
not to exceed 20 per license year and 
no more than four individuals of any 
species or subspecies.

Joey Herrington is an MDWFP Conser-
vation Officer in Marion County.

For more information on 
venomous snakes in Mississippi, 
click here.

http://www.mdwfp.com/media/news/education-outreach/venomous-snakes-of-mississippi/?fbclid=IwAR3yHC-YZXGltRzKhWwbsVMedkdK8SygoI6RKTJgLSw5Z9Vd9QppPUz_5Pw

