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MDWFP’s Chronic Wasting Disease Mission 
 
 
 The mission of the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks (MDWFP) is to 
conserve and enhance Mississippi’s wildlife, fisheries, and parks, provide quality outdoor recreation, and 
engage the public in natural resource conservation. Therefore, the mission of Chronic Wasting Disease 
(CWD) management in Mississippi is to minimize the spread, prevalence, and impact of CWD, a disease 
that threatens the conservation and enhancement of white-tailed deer as a natural resource in the 
state. The MDWFP must make every effort to reduce the transmission of the disease, both the 
distribution across the landscape and prevalence within the herd. The future of Mississippi’s deer 
hunting heritage will depend on today’s CWD management intensity and the cooperation and support 
of Mississippi’s hunters and managers. 
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Executive Summary 
 
The Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) Management Plan establishes a framework for the Mississippi 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks to implement management strategies to prevent and 
mitigate the spread and transmission of CWD in Mississippi.  CWD was first detected in Mississippi in 
February 2018 and is recognized as the primary threat to wildlife in the state.  As of May 2021, CWD has 
been detected in eight Mississippi counties with a maximum distance of 218 miles between positives 
(Alcorn, Benton, Issaquena, Marshall, Panola, Pontotoc, Tallahatchie, and Tippah). Fourteen (of 82 
counties in Mississippi) counties lie all or in part in a CWD Management Zone, and 83 free-range white-
tailed deer in the state have tested positive for CWD. The MDWFP created these CWD management 
areas to prevent and mitigate anthropogenic spread of the disease. 
 
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is a transmissible, fatal, neurological disease that affects members of 
the Cervidae (deer) family. The only wild free-ranging member of the deer family found in Mississippi is 
the white-tailed deer.  However, numerous non-native members of the deer family are held captive in 
enclosures in Mississippi and multiple reports of escaped non-native deer are submitted annually.   
 
Scientific evidence supports that misfolded prion proteins cause the disease, which results in cervids 
exhibiting emaciation, stumbling, drooling, and a general lack of fear of humans. Despite the zoonotic 
properties of other transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (such as mad cow disease), there is no 
current evidence that CWD can be transmitted to humans.  CWD must be managed because of its 
potential to affect the white-tailed deer population, human health, livestock and agriculture industries, 
as well as the hunting heritage in Mississippi. 
 
This CWD Management Plan establishes guidelines and provides a course of action for managing CWD in 
Mississippi. The overarching goals of the plan are to minimize the impacts of CWD on Mississippi’s deer 
population and to increase the public’s understanding of, support of, and participation in CWD 
management efforts. To accomplish these goals, MDWFP must make every effort to prevent, detect, 
and curb the spread of CWD in the state using strategies including: 
 

• Bans on feeding, movement of high-risk parts, and use of attractants (such as liquid scents, 
urine, glands, etc.) 

• Increased deer harvest to reduce density 
• Targeted removals where necessary and with landowner permission 
• County level surveillance and monitoring 

 
Additionally, extensive efforts must be made to communicate with the public at all stakeholder levels to 
increase understanding of the severity of disease and the importance of management. Stakeholder 
participation will ultimately dictate CWD’s impact on Mississippi’s deer herd. 
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Current management strategies are based on the best available science and with input from a variety of 
subject matter experts. The nature of CWD mandates a long-term approach to management.  This plan 
will be reviewed periodically to incorporate current science and changing public perception as it relates 
to CWD management.  
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Problem Statement 
 
Chronic wasting disease is an infectious neurological disease of cervids (such as deer, moose, and elk) first 
described nearly six decades ago. CWD is always fatal and infected cervids have overall lower survival rates 
than uninfected cervids as the disease also indirectly contributes to other causes of mortality (for example 
CWD-infected cervids are more likely to die from predation). To date, CWD has neither extirpated any cervid 
populations nor is there evidence of cervid to human transmission. Why should the MDWFP take action to 
manage it?   
  
Prions, the infectious agent that causes the disease, are not unique to CWD. Other prion diseases [such as 
scrapie, bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD)] are known to affect 
livestock and people. Research involving swine and non-human primates has demonstrated, that under 
laboratory conditions, the CWD prion is capable of causing disease in non-cervid species. Such concerns 
naturally extend to human health, as humans regularly come into contact with deer, consume venison, and 
potentially expose themselves to CWD prions. While strong evidence documenting transmission of CWD to 
humans does not currently exist, it cannot be ruled out. The history of humans contracting variant CJD 
following ingestion of BSE-tainted beef in England in the 1990s should serve as a warning and justification 
for taking a precautionary approach. Scientists stress that risk of humans contracting CWD is not zero, and 
the zoonotic transmission research is ongoing worldwide.   
  
Limiting the geographic spread and decreasing the prevalence of CWD is very difficult. Research has 
demonstrated that CWD prions can pass through the digestive tract of scavengers and predators and remain 
infectious; plants can uptake CWD prions and remain infectious; soils retain infectious CWD prions for years; 
and water sources can be contaminated with CWD prions. Despite ongoing efforts, there is currently no 
treatment or vaccine for CWD. It has been shown that the disease can contribute to local cervid population-
level impacts in areas of relatively high CWD sample prevalence. If Mississippi follows similar trends 
observed in other states, CWD could have a severe negative impact on the state’s deer population. Lower 
survival can lead to reduced hunting opportunities. Fewer deer hunting opportunities and a possible 
decrease in hunter participation would harm Mississippi’s hunting traditions. Less hunter participation 
would subsequently generate less funding for the MDWFP’s wildlife conservation efforts. Surveys reveal 
that 92% of Mississippi hunters pursue white-tailed deer. The funds generated from deer hunting are used 
in the conservation of all wildlife species in Mississippi. If deer hunting participation declines, then all 
wildlife conservation will suffer. 
  
Based on knowledge of CWD, limiting exposure of wildlife, livestock, and people to CWD prions is not only 
prudent but obligatory. CWD is a national and even global concern, and must be addressed as such. History 
is plagued with examples of zoonotic diseases. Ignoring that history and failure to work with other states 
could have catastrophic human and wildlife health and economic consequences. While the future is never 
certain, actions taken today to minimize the risk, spread, and prevalence of CWD will influence the spread of 
a disease that has the potential to impact more than just cervids. Inaction toward CWD management in 
other states has generated one outcome; exponential growth of CWD. If no action is taken, CWD will 
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continue to increase and spread across the state, exposing more wildlife, livestock, and people to CWD 
prions. A comprehensive approach will provide the MDWFP and Mississippi with the best chance of 
successfully addressing this growing problem.  
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Introduction 
 
Agency Responsibility   
  
The mission of the Mississippi Department of Wildlife Fisheries and Parks (MDWFP) is “to conserve and 
enhance Mississippi’s wildlife, fisheries, and parks, provide quality outdoor recreation, and engage the public 
in natural resource conservation.” The Mississippi Constitution (Title 49, Chapter 4.1 and Chapter 4.4) levees 
responsibility to the MDWFP to conserve, manage, and protect Mississippi’s wildlife, and affords the 
MDWFP Commission with constitutional and legal authority in wildlife conservation and management. 
Given current knowledge of chronic wasting disease (CWD) and its impacts on cervid populations in other 
states, it is the MDWFP’s responsibility to acknowledge CWD as a serious threat to Mississippi’s deer 
population, as well as to take appropriate actions to mitigate the effects of the disease.  MDWFP will 
propose CWD management strategies that are science-based, with the intent of conserving and enhancing 
Mississippi’s deer herd. 
 
These actions are intended for the long-term benefit and preservation of Mississippi’s deer population. The 
MDWFP also understands the importance of deer and the deer hunting culture in the state, as well as the 
threat that CWD poses to the long-term viability of both. As such, it is the duty of the MDWFP to take steps 
toward effective CWD management. It is with that responsibility in mind that this Mississippi Chronic 
Wasting Disease Management Plan was developed.  
  
Stakeholder and Partner Engagement   
  
A variety of stakeholders have an interest in CWD and how disease management efforts will impact free-
ranging cervids in the state. The MDWFP and these stakeholders share a desire to maintain healthy deer 
populations in Mississippi.  
 
Multiple states were referenced in the development of this CWD management plan. MDWFP worked closely 
with other states to form effective strategies and identify methods currently being applied for CWD 
management. MDWFP realizes that CWD does not recognize state or political boundaries.  A multi-state 
effort is essential to combat CWD. Therefore, the policies and methods found in this plan may mirror those 
of other states’ plans.   
  
State and federal government agencies responsible for natural resource management, agriculture, and 
human health are among those engaged in discussions about how to manage this disease. Certain agencies, 
such as the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), and the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) - Forest Service, and United States Army Corp of Engineers (USACE), have an interest in CWD 
because of the impact deer have on habitat and how deer herd health affects the public’s experience in the 
outdoors. Other agencies may be concerned because deer are consumed by people (Mississippi State 
Department of Health), kept in captive settings (Mississippi Board of Animal Health), or because of potential 
human-wildlife conflict (USDA-Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service Wildlife Services). While some 



 

11  
  

agencies have regulatory authority, all make valuable contributions by providing perspective, expertise, and 
guidance. Together with the MDWFP, they form a governmental partnership in CWD management.  
  
Incorporating input from non-governmental stakeholders is just as vital to the success of CWD management 
efforts. The strongest relationship is between hunters and the MDWFP, a bond that has been fostered since 
the creation of its predecessor, the Game and Fish Commission, in 1930. Hunters have a considerable 
impact on the MDWFP and Mississippi’s economy. License sales are major component of the MDWFP’s 
operational budget and hunters have an estimated $1.14 billion impact on retail and tourism in Mississippi 
(Henderson et al. 2010). Hunters have a variety of motivations in deer management; by extension, CWD 
elicits a diversity of responses ranging from concerns that the disease will change their hunting experience 
to worries about food safety. Whether at the individual or organizational level, hunters are among the most 
engaged public stakeholders when it comes to CWD. Therefore, MDWFP recognizes the importance of 
working with them to achieve CWD management goals. Concerns regarding rules and regulations affecting 
both deer populations and hunting opportunities are understandable. To successfully manage CWD, it is 
essential that state wildlife agencies and hunters work together (Uehlinger et al. 2016).  
  
Landowners are another important stakeholder group and can be public (such as state parks, federal 
national wildlife refuges, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers lands) or private (for example individual landowners, 
corporate landowners, and leaseholders who may lease land for hunting or farming purposes). There are 
19.4 million acres of forestland in Mississippi, 89% of which is owned by private landowners. Parcels vary in 
size and landowners may have various management goals and/or land-use intentions. Hunting and fishing 
are one of the top reasons for land ownership and land leasing (Butler 2008). The MDWFP seeks to engage 
these diverse landowners and leaseholders in CWD management. 
  
Wildlife watching is a growing activity in Mississippi and has a $342 million economic impact through retail 
sales and tourism. Observing wildlife connects participants to nature in many of the same ways as those 
who hunt and generates concern for wildlife health and welfare (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2011). Such 
core values are shared with MDWFP. Wildlife watchers can negatively influence CWD management directly 
by feeding deer, which can amplify disease transmission. Conversely, wildlife enthusiasts can have a positive 
impact by influencing policy. The MDWFP recognizes the importance of this stakeholder group in managing 
CWD.   
  
Captive cervid facilities in Mississippi play a role in the state’s CWD management efforts. CWD can be passed 
between free-ranging and captive animals through direct contact or indirectly through contamination of the 
environment. Current fencing guidelines for captive facilities may not effectively prevent the two 
populations from interacting (Vercauteren et al. 2007). In some cases described in the western United 
States, the geographic spread of CWD has been traced to the movement of captive animals (Williams et al. 
2001; Miller and Williams 2004). Genetic analysis of free-ranging white-tailed deer from the mid-Atlantic 
region revealed, with a high probability, that at least two CWD-positive deer actually originated from 
captive populations (Miller and Walter 2020). It is therefore of paramount importance that MDWFP 
considers the interests of the captive cervid industry and works closely with them to mitigate these risk 
factors. In Mississippi, white-tailed deer in captive cervid facilities are considered wildlife and are subject to 
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regulations established by the Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks through administration rules, as 
well as, the state legislatures through state statutes. Other captive cervids in Mississippi are under the 
Mississippi Board of Animal Health, which reinforces the importance of interagency cooperation.   
  
Academic institutions are valuable partners to engage in CWD management because of their research 
capacity, disease expertise, and diagnostic capabilities. An ongoing partnership between MDWFP and the 
Deer Lab at Mississippi State University has yielded valuable information about deer movement, dispersal, 
nutrition and genetics, mate selection, supplemental feeding and diseases, food plot management, timber 
management effects on deer carrying capacity, fire ecology, fawn depredation, fawn recruitment, white-
tailed deer lactation, and forage selection.  All of this knowledge can be applied to deer and CWD 
management. Future potential areas of research include CWD impacts to deer density, flood related 
dispersal, and home range within CWD Management Zones. The continuation of this research partnership is 
vital to the success of CWD management in Mississippi. 
 
Additionally, MDWFP is cooperating with University of Alberta by submitting CWD positive tissue for strain 
typing.  The MDWFP collaborates with the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study (SCWDS), 
Michigan State University, and Cornell University in an effort to utilize the best research and resources 
available.   
 
Managing CWD in Mississippi will require a comprehensive approach that engages all stakeholders to 
identify and implement adaptive strategies. Information sharing will be critical to ensure stakeholder 
interests are understood and to gather support from the public. The MDWFP needs active participation in 
CWD management (such as hunters providing CWD samples) to accomplish disease surveillance objectives. 
Therefore, this CWD Management Plan includes both a communication (see Appendix B) and an adaptive 
resource management component.  
  
Disease Overview  
 
Chronic Wasting Disease is a transmissible fatal neurologic condition that affects cervid species, which 
includes deer, elk, caribou, and moose (Williams et al. 2002). CWD was first documented in mule deer at the 
Colorado Division of Wildlife captive wildlife research facility in Fort Collins in 1967.  The first documented 
case of CWD in a free-ranging cervid was discovered in 1981 in a Colorado elk. Since then, the disease has 
spread across much of North America and has been detected in Europe and Asia. As of May 2021, CWD has 
been confirmed in 26 states in the U.S., four Canadian provinces, South Korea, and several Scandinavian 
countries (Figure 1). In Mississippi, as of April 2021, 83 free-ranging white-tailed deer have tested positive 
since the initial detection in 2018 and CWD remains an ongoing threat to the state’s deer population. 
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Figure 1. Distribution of CWD detections in North America as of June 2021. CWD has also been 
detected in South Korea, Finland, Norway, and Sweden. Courtesy of United States Geological 
Survey - National Wildlife Health Center.  

 
CWD is classified as a transmissible spongiform encephalopathy (TSE) and is similar to other TSEs like scrapie 
in sheep, BSE (also known as mad cow disease) in cattle, feline spongiform encephalopathy in cats, and 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD) and variant (vCJD) in humans.  Overwhelming scientific evidence supports 
that misfolded prion proteins are the infectious agent of TSEs. The prions are neither viral nor bacterial. 
While prions are found naturally in mammalian tissue, the introduction of the infectious CWD prion leads to 
the misfolding of these normal prions. This process makes them resistant to breakdown and capable of 
causing disease. Due to the higher amount of prions in lymphoid and central nervous system tissues, 
neurodegenerative signs are seen in infected cervids as the accumulation of misfolded prions create 
sponge-like holes in the brain (Williams and Young 1980).  
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CWD transmission can occur through direct animal-to-animal contact as well as indirectly through prion-
contaminated environments. CWD-infected individuals shed prions through saliva, urine, and feces; infected 
carcasses can also contribute to environmental contamination (Mathiason et al. 2009). The presence of 
infected cervids increases the number of infectious CWD prions in the environment over time. It is logical 
that a shift in the source of infection may occur over time as contamination of the environment increases 
because of the presence of infected cervids. As CWD becomes established in an area, environmental 
contamination may become the primary source of infection for uninfected cervids.  Conversely, in areas 
where CWD is not established and the environment is relatively uncontaminated, direct animal contact may 
be the most likely source of transmission of CWD to uninfected cervids. 
 
Studies have also shown that CWD prions can remain infectious even after passing through the 
gastrointestinal tract of scavengers and predators (VerCauteren et al. 2012; Nichols et al. 2015). Laboratory 
research has demonstrated that certain plants, such as wheat and barley grass, can absorb and uptake small 
amounts of prions from contaminated soils, suggesting that plants could also serve as a source of infection 
(Rasmussen et al. 2014; Pritzkow et al. 2015). Once in the environment, CWD prions may remain infectious 
in the soil for anywhere from several years to decades (Miller et al. 2004). Different soil compounds, such as 
mineral and organic compounds, can bind to prions. Some TSE-associated prions can bind to 
montmorillonite, a type of clay mineral in soil, which may increase prion infectivity (Johnson et al. 2006). 
The enhanced transmissibility of soil-bound prions may explain the environmental spread of some TSEs 
despite the presumably low levels that are shed into the environment (Johnson et al. 2007). While attempts 
to decontaminate infected locations have been unsuccessful, a recent study found that soils with higher 
concentrations of humic acid, a major component of soil organic matter, may decrease prion infectivity and 
reduce infectious prion concentrations in the environment (Kuznetsova et al. 2018).  
 
Despite ongoing research, there is currently no treatment or vaccine for CWD or any other TSE. In fact, 
recent evaluation of a novel elk CWD vaccine found that it actually accelerated the onset of disease when 
administered to elk (Wood et al. 2018).  
  
CWD is further characterized by having a long incubation period; most CWD-infected cervids may not show 
clinical signs of the disease for up to 18 to 24 months post-infection (Tamgüney et al. 2009) with some 
incubation periods lasting 60 months. Deer that appear outwardly healthy could already be infected with 
the disease. Cervids shed infectious prions throughout the disease course including during the preclinical 
phase (Henderson et al. 2015; Tennant et al. 2020). Named for the symptoms caused by the disease, clinical 
signs of CWD include lowered head, lowered ears, progressive weight loss, rough hair coat, excessive 
salivation, excessive thirst, excessive urination, and other behavioral changes (Williams 2005). Studies have 
shown that CWD-infected cervids are more likely to die from predation, vehicle collisions, or hunter harvest 
prior to succumbing to the disease because of increased vulnerability resulting from the disease-driven 
physiological and behavioral changes (Krumm et al. 2005; Edmunds et al. 2016; DeVivo et al. 2017).   
  
Diagnosis of the disease cannot be based on clinical symptoms alone because other diseases, malnutrition, 
or trauma can cause the animal to exhibit similar symptoms. There is currently no USDA-approved, live-
animal test for CWD.  The preferred test used to diagnose CWD is the immunohistochemistry (IHC) method, 
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which measures accumulations of CWD-associated prion protein in brain and lymph node tissues. Currently, 
definitive diagnosis is based on IHC testing of the obex area of the brain stem or the medial retropharyngeal 
lymph nodes. At this time, abnormal prion proteins can be detected using immunohistochemistry (IHC), 
Western blotting, enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA), prion misfolding cyclic amplification 
(PMCA), and real-time quaking induced conversion (RT-QuIC), however, approved diagnostic assays are 
limited to IHC and ELISA. Research is being conducted to develop live-animal diagnostic tests for CWD. The 
tonsil and rectal biopsy test, while not yet approved for routine regulatory testing, appears promising but 
may have limited applicability because of the number of positive animals in the early stages of the disease 
that may not be detected.  
 
Cervid genetics and differing prion strains likely play a role in cervid susceptibility to CWD and its spread 
across the landscape. Variations in the prion protein gene in cervids can affect individual susceptibility to 
and progression of CWD (Robinson et al. 2012; Haley et al. 2019). However, cervids with the genotypes that 
are less susceptible to CWD are relatively rare. Cervids with these rare genotypes may require higher prion 
doses for infection and, once infected, have a slower progression of clinical disease (Hamir et al. 2006; Otero 
et al. 2019). However, Denkers et. al. 2020 found that infectious dose appears to conform more with a 
threshold than a cumulative dose dynamic, regardless of genotype, noting disease progression varied 
among genotypes. The minimum infectious dose approximates 100 to 300 ng of CWD-positive material. For 
reference, a single fine grain of sand averages 350 ng. Slower progression of the disease does not preclude 
cervids from shedding prions into the environment; in fact, these individuals may shed prions for a longer 
period of time before the disease runs its course. It is important to note that delayed disease progression 
does not equal immunity; such cervids can still get infected and will die from the disease.  
 
Further complicating matters, different strains of the CWD prion exist (Johnson et al. 2011). MDWFP has 
submitted tissue from CWD positive deer from Issaquena and Benton counties. Both deer appear to be of 
the Wisconsin white-tailed CWD strain.  Infectivity toward specific cervid species, disease progression 
following infection, as well as dose dependence for infection can vary across these strains (Duque Velásquez 
et al. 2015; Bian et al. 2019). 
 
Disease Implications  
  
Impacts to Deer Populations  
  
CWD can contribute to population-level impacts in areas of relatively high estimated prevalence. In Converse 
County, Wyoming, where CWD was first detected in the state in 1985, CWD prevalence over an eight-year 
period was 33% and was correlated with a 10% annual decline in white-tailed deer populations. CWD-
infected white-tailed deer were also nearly five times more likely to die within 12 months than uninfected 
deer (Edmunds et al. 2016). The high CWD prevalence and lower survival of CWD-infected deer helped 
explain the declining deer population trend in this area. Other than conducting annual surveillance of 
hunter-harvested deer to estimate prevalence, CWD was not actively managed in this area. Based on this 
study, CWD negatively affected the long-term growth rate of the population. Mule deer research conducted 
in the same Wyoming county showed annual population declines greater than 20% during a time period 
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when the average annual estimated CWD prevalence was 24% (DeVivo et al. 2017). Although other factors 
including habitat and productivity affected this population, results identified CWD as a critical contributor to 
the population decline. In Colorado, the estimated mule deer population declined in a study area that had a 
high estimated CWD prevalence (> 25%) and the estimated average life expectancy for infected deer was 
only an additional 1.6 years after capture compared to an additional 5.2 years for uninfected deer (Miller et 
al. 2008). Research involving elk in Rocky Mountain National Park in Colorado revealed that if estimated 
CWD prevalence exceeded 13%, elk population declines would occur even in the absence of hunting or 
other sources of mortality (Monello et al. 2014). If Mississippi does not initiate active CWD management, 
CWD will negatively impact Mississippi’s cervid population.  
  
Impacts to Hunting and Wildlife Conservation  
  
Lower survival due to CWD can lead to reduced hunting opportunities (DeVivo et al. 2017). As CWD 
mortalities increase, deer populations will not be able to sustain the same level of hunter harvest. 
Furthermore, as new areas in the state detect CWD, hunters may choose to hunt elsewhere or stop deer 
hunting altogether. Fewer deer hunting opportunities and/or a decrease in hunter participation will 
negatively impact Mississippi’s hunting traditions. Only one survey has been conducted to determine hunter 
attitudes toward CWD in Mississippi. This survey was conducted shortly after the discovery of CWD with a 
total positive of one in Mississippi. Survey respondents were familiar with CWD (86%) and admitted concern 
(76%), and of the hunters inside the CWD zone, 50% would not change hunting habits at all (Appendix D).  
Because of the lack of mandatory deer harvest reporting in Mississippi, harvest trends in CWD positive 
counties will not be available until years after mandatory harvest reporting is implemented.  
  
Deer hunting represents a significant source of revenue for wildlife conservation in Mississippi. According to 
a USFWS 2011 national survey, 92% of hunters in Mississippi hunt white-tailed deer. The potential economic 
losses resulting from a decline in deer hunting opportunities and participation in Mississippi, whether 
through decreased license and/or hunting gear sales, would reduce funding not just for MDWFP’s wildlife 
management activities, but for wildlife conservation activities nationwide. Less revenue would be raised by 
the Wildlife Restoration Trust Fund via the Pittman-Robertson Act of 1937, now known as the Federal Aid in 
Wildlife Restoration Act, which raises funds through a nationwide 11% tax on the sales of long guns and 
ammunition, as well as a 10% tax on the sales of handguns.  
 
Human Health  
  
State conservation agencies have long prioritized issues of public safety as they apply to hunting, fishing, 
and outdoor recreation, but appropriately addressing issues specific to public health and disease pose a 
different challenge. Because of the level of consequence, it is critical to communicate issues with 
transparency and precision, while acknowledging limited authorities and expertise. CWD is a good example 
of this issue. MDWFP is not a public health authority, and it would be inappropriate for the agency to make 
recommendations regarding this disease and public health. Yet questions about the potential for zoonotic 
(animal to human) transmission of CWD are among the most common received by the agency, indicating 
importance to MDWFP constituents. 
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Transparency on this issue and ready access to free CWD testing will allow Mississippi hunters to make 
informed personal decisions, thereby maintaining hunter participation and public confidence in the quality 
of the wildlife resource. 
 
Mississippi’s State Epidemiologist Dr. Paul Byers with the Mississippi State Department of Health states: 
“While the risk to humans is unknown and there have been no confirmed human cases currently, the 
expected risk is low, but not zero.  Mississippians should be aware of the potential risk of consuming meat 
and products and adhere to the recommended health precautions.” 
 
As the range and prevalence of CWD increase, so will the potential for human exposure to CWD prions. 
Unfortunately, eradication of CWD from endemic areas is likely impossible because of the long-term 
stability of infectious prions in the environment, the ease of transmission from animal to animal, and the 
lack of an effective vaccine or treatment. 
 
The zoonotic transmission of prion disease from animals to humans appears to vary with different 
species and prion agents. For example, in spite of likely exposures over the last 200 years, there is little 
evidence of transmission of scrapie from sheep to humans. However, there is strong evidence for the 
transmission of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) from cattle (aka “mad cow disease”) to 
humans, albeit at a very low frequency, causing a disease known as variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease 
(vCJD). Experimental infections have demonstrated that certain primates could contract CWD through oral 
consumption of infected meat or brain tissue, raising concerns that humans could be susceptible to CWD 
(Race et al. 2014; Waddell et al. 2018). This variability in cross-species transmission raises the question of 
whether CWD can be transmitted from cervids to humans and, if so, the frequency at which this might 
occur. 
 
Hunters may feel uneasy about consuming meat from deer in areas where CWD has been found. 
Whether these prions are capable of mutations that eventually allow it to infect humans is uncertain. 
However, tens of thousands or even hundreds of thousands of hunters and their families have 
consumed deer meat from endemic areas over the last several decades without known incident. 
Concerns over the disease should not keep people from hunting. Hunting is one of the best and simplest 
tools for reducing densities of deer and elk to prevent or slow disease transmission. By exercising concern 
over any infectious disease, simple health and safety precautions can keep hunters and their families safe 
when employed while handling hunter-harvested deer and elk. 
 

• Report but do not handle animals exhibiting clinical signs of CWD or any other disease, and 
definitely do not eat the meat from an animal that tests positive for CWD. 

• When processing harvested game, hunters should wear latex or rubber gloves and eye protection 
and should avoid contact with nervous tissue, especially the brain and spinal cord. 

• Use only knives and equipment dedicated for processing deer to bone out the meat carefully, 
minimizing contact with the brain and spinal cord, as they constitute the bulk of the nervous system 
where CWD prions accumulate. 
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• Do not consume brain, spinal cord, eyes, spleen, tonsils, or lymph nodes of harvested deer. Normal 
field dressing coupled with appropriate deboning of a carcass will remove most of the body parts 
which contain higher prion concentrations. Cutting away all fatty tissue will remove additional 
lymph nodes. 

• Soak knives and other processing implements in a 50/50 solution of chlorine bleach and water for 
one hour. Be aware that bleach will degrade metal surfaces. 

• Using a clean cloth, wipe down processing surfaces with bleach solution followed by hot, soapy 
water. 

• Given the limited health risks to humans, cleaning hands and arms with hot, soapy water is 
sufficient. 

• If you have your deer commercially processed, request that your animal is processed individually, 
without meat from other deer being added to meat from your harvest. 

• Submit the head or tissues from all harvested deer for CWD testing and wait for sample results 
before consuming the animal.  

• Currently, the CDC recommend that no one consume meat from a CWD-positive animal (Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 2020). “If you don’t eat CWD positive deer you have no possibility of 
becoming the first human case.” – Dr. Dave Stallknecht, SCWDS 

  
Livestock and Agriculture Industries  
  
Currently, CWD poses a low risk to the cattle industry. Experimental intracerebral (directly into brain tissue) 
inoculations of cattle with CWD material derived from elk, mule deer, and white-tailed deer have led to 
infection (Hamir et al. 2005, 2007; Greenlee et al. 2012). However, that is far from a natural disease 
transmission route and other long-term studies have shown that cattle do not contract the disease through 
natural means; one study over a 10-year period in Colorado showed that oral inoculation and housing cattle 
in pens with CWD-infected cervids did not lead to any CWD infections in the cattle (Williams et al. 2018). 
Nevertheless, as CWD strains continue to evolve, the threat to livestock remains uncertain.  
  
The effects CWD will have on the agriculture industry are unclear. Export markets may be affected by the 
disease. Two-and-a-half years after Norway detected its first case of CWD in a free-ranging cervid, the 
country banned the import of hay or straw originating from any CWD-positive state or province in North 
America. If CWD becomes more of a public health concern, contamination of the landscape on which crops 
are grown and the tendency for prions to bind to certain plant material could have far-reaching effects on 
food safety, the agriculture industry, and the economy.   
 
CWD Management in Other States   
 
Many different strategies to combat CWD have been employed around the country with varying levels of 
success. For disease eradication, early detection of CWD-positive animals is paramount. The time between 
introduction and detection of the disease is the most critical factor impacting an agency’s ability to control 
and possibly eradicate the disease before it can become established. Once the environment becomes a 
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reservoir for CWD prions, mitigating the spread of the disease may be the only reasonable course of action. 
Population reductions may help reduce the dispersion of infected deer to non-infected areas. Severe 
population reductions within a reasonable area around the index case would likely be most effective in 
scenarios where CWD appears to have been recently introduced and has not likely become established in 
the environment. 
  
New York discovered CWD in two different captive herds during routine CWD surveillance in 2005. They 
promptly initiated an intensive surveillance effort within 10 miles of the infected premises, and confirmed 
CWD in two free-ranging deer. It appears that removal of those two deer at least temporarily prevented 
further spread of CWD, as the disease has not been detected in any additional deer despite intensive 
sampling through severe population reductions for the following five years (Brown et al. 2005).  
 
New York appears to be the exception, as no other states have eradicated the disease after initial discovery. 
However, some states have been able to manage cervids and CWD in a manner that keeps prevalence low. 
Options to manage CWD after it has become established in an area are currently limited. The only 
management strategy that has proven effective in reducing or maintaining a low CWD prevalence is 
reducing or maintaining lower deer density. In Colorado, efforts to reduce deer density may have reduced a 
CWD outbreak (Geremia et al. 2015). In Illinois and Wisconsin, lower deer density may also explain lower 
CWD sample prevalence. Using the number of antlered harvests as an index to the population, counties in 
those two states with at least three antlered deer harvested per square mile had sample CWD prevalence 
rates that increased over time at a faster rate than counties with at least 50% fewer antlered deer harvested 
per square mile (unpublished data, Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources). Because Mississippi has no mandatory harvest reporting system, there is no estimate of 
harvest density within positive counties.  
  
CWD has the potential to infect a large portion of a white-tailed deer population. Within areas of Iowa and 
Dane counties in Wisconsin, sample prevalence in adult males has risen from 8-10% to 35% since 2002 with 
some areas showing more than 55% of adult males as CWD-positive. Over the same time period, sample 
prevalence in adult females has also risen from 3-4% to 15% with some areas showing more than 35% of 
adult females as CWD-positive (Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 2020). In West Virginia’s core 
area within Hampshire County, sample prevalence has increased from 3% to more than 30% since 2005 
(unpublished data, West Virginia Division of Natural Resources). These results from mid-western and 
eastern white-tailed deer populations serve as a warning to Mississippi.  
  
The successes and struggles from other states provide guidance in how to manage CWD in Mississippi.  
The success stories offer encouragement along two fronts: that increased deer removals may prevent CWD 
from becoming established in new areas; and reducing or maintaining lower deer density may keep CWD 
prevalence low in areas where the disease is already established. Likewise, their struggles to gain support 
from hunters and the general public for management strategies provide lessons on the importance of 
effective communication and cultivating community support and involvement. Reflecting on other states’ 
experiences with CWD management has understandably played a significant role in the development of this 
management plan.  
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History of CWD in Mississippi 
  
CWD Response Plans 
 
The MDWFP developed a CWD response plan in 2008. The plan addressed the disease background, 
statewide sampling history, sampling priorities, and stance on management. Following the detection of 
CWD in Arkansas in February 2016, MDWFP created and approved a revised CWD Response Plan in 
November 2017. The CWD response plan included the general response to a confirmed positive, 
surveillance history, regulation pertaining to CWD, zone specific regulations and templates for 
communication. Now that CWD has been detected in multiple counties, MDWFP acknowledges the need for 
a plan that addresses long-term CWD management in Mississippi. 
 
Sampling History 
 
The MDWFP began testing white-tailed deer for CWD in 2002, when CWD was detected east of the 
Mississippi River and federal funding became available for CWD testing. This was 16 years prior to the first 
detection in Mississippi. As of June 2021, Mississippi has detected 83 positives in the free-range. Mississippi 
began testing captive deer in 2008 when enclosure regulations were implemented. No positives have been 
detected in captive herds as of June 2021. 
 
Table 1. Annual CWD tests and results for free-range deer Mississippi from 2003-2021. *Test results through 
June, 2021.  
 

YEAR # TESTED # CWD Detected 
2003 962 0 
2004 1551 0 
2005 979 0 
2006 1120 0 
2007 1182 0 
2008 1335 0 
2009 1015 0 
2010 1182 0 
2011 565 0 
2012 95 0 
2013 130 0 
2014 127 0 
2015 125 0 
2016 374 0 
2017 1886 1 
2018 7588 18 



 

21  
  

2019 7678 35 
2020 6039 29 

 
Table 2. Enclosures that contain white-tailed deer in Mississippi from 2008-current. 

Year Total Permitted 
Enclosures 

Enclosures 
Submitting CWD 
Samples 

Voluntary CWD 
Samples 
Submitted 

Total CWD 
Samples 

2008 80 8 55 55 
2009 84 7 98 98 
2010 90 5 75 75 
2011 97 5 75 75 
2012 90 10 89 131 
2013 102 6 26 100 
2014 105 11 61 136 
2015 114 18 107 207 
2016 115 13 73 79 
2017 121 11 102 118 
2018* 124 67 431 464 
2019* 126 90 777 813 
2020** 119 95 1094 1262 

* Mandatory sampling required, up to 10 
** Mandatory all harvested white-tailed deer 
 
First Detection 
 
CWD was detected for the first time in Mississippi in February 2018.  The positive individual was a clinical 4-
year-old male from Issaquena County. A Containment, High Risk, and Buffer Zone were established at 5, 10, 
and 25 miles from the positive detection, respectively. A total of 1,253 samples were collected from 
detection to June 30. Floodwater covered the location of the initial detection within two weeks after 
detection. Specifically, water covered greater than 75% of the entire High Risk Zone for months following 
CWD detection. This displaced deer to nearby levees or hills miles from their home range. While sampling in 
each zone was possible, sampling was not random and collection location was likely different from the 
normal home range of the sampled deer. Sampling occurred on levees, government-owned land and private 
land with landowner permission. No additional positives were detected in the spring of 2018. One additional 
positive was detected in Issaquena County on Mahannah Wildlife Management Area seven miles north of 
the original detection in November 2018. This positive was a hunter-harvested 2-year-old female. No 
additional positives have been detected to date in this zone, however sampling has been greatly reduced 
because of extensive flooding in 2018, 2019, and 2020.  
 
In the 2018-19 hunting season, CWD was detected in five additional counties: Benton, Marshall, Panola, 
Pontotoc, and Tallahatchie. These deer represented hunter-harvested, roadkill, and clinical suspect 
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individuals. See Table 3 for sample type of first detections. Also in the 2018-19 hunting season, Tennessee 
discovered CWD in Fayette and Hardeman counties. These two counties border Marshall and Benton 
counties in Mississippi. In the 2019-20 season, multiple positive CWD deer were discovered in Benton and 
Marshall counties, but no positives were detected outside these two counties. At the end of the 2019 
season, all or part of 22 counties were in CWD management zones. In the northern 10 miles of Benton 
County 29% of hunter-harvested bucks 2 and older tested positive and 23% of all hunter-harvested deer 1 or 
older tested positive. 
 
Table 3. Total positives per county and type of initial detection. 
 

County Month / Year of 
Initial Detection 

Sample Type of 
Initial Positive 
Detection 

Total Positives 
per County as of 
March 2021 

Issaquena February 2018 Clinical 2 
Pontotoc October 2018 Clinical 1 
Marshall  December 2018 Road-kill 20 
Benton December 2018 Hunter-harvest 56 
Panola February 2019 Clinical 1 
Tallahatchie February 2019 Hunter-harvest 1 
Alcorn December 2020 Hunter-harvest 1 
Tippah December 2020 Hunter-harvest 1 

 
 
Regulations 
 
Regulations pertaining to CWD were proposed and/or implemented prior to the first detection in 
Mississippi. Multiple regulation changes have occurred since the first detection, and additional regulation 
changes are needed to manage this dynamic disease.  
 
Immediately following detection, the Mississippi CWD Response Plan was implemented and a CWD 
Management Zone was created that included all counties which were partially within the 25-mile Buffer 
Zone. This included Claiborne, Hinds, Issaquena, Sharkey, Warren, and Yazoo counties.  A feeding ban was 
implemented in the entire zone.  
 
In September 2018, the CWD Management Zone was reduced so that Claiborne, Hinds, and Yazoo counties, 
as well as the northern portions of Issaquena and Sharkey counties, were removed from the zone. Following 
the reduction, the zone included all of Warren County and those portions of Issaquena and Sharkey counties 
east of the Mississippi River, south of highways 14 and 16, and west of the Yazoo River. This zone is 
currently known as the Issaquena CWD Management Zone.  
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The Mississippi Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks passed several wildlife rules related to CWD in 
2018. Zone specific regulations for the 2018 hunting season included a carcass transportation ban out of the 
zone and a feeding and mineral ban in the zone. Additional statewide regulation changes included a carcass 
importation ban from all CWD-positive states, a natural urine ban, and mandatory sampling for white-tailed 
deer in captive facilities. See Appendix E for a timeline of all proposed and final regulation changes related 
to CWD please. A new CWD zone was established in October 2018 when CWD was discovered in Pontotoc 
County. This zone was expanded multiple times as new counties were detected in the 2018-19 season. The 
expansions encompassed most counties within 25 miles of a positive.  In April 2021 the new zone 
delineation tool (Appendix A) was adopted and the zone was reduced to 11 counties.  At current, this zone 
is known as the North Mississippi CWD Zone and includes the following counties; Alcorn, Benton, Desoto, 
Leflore, Marshall, Panola, Pontotoc, Tallahatchie, Tate, Tippah, and Union. 
 

 
 

Figure 2. North Mississippi CWD zone from February 2019 to April of 2021. 
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Figure 3. North Mississippi CWD zone as of April 2021. 
 
Following the 2018-2019 season, changes were made to harvest regulations. The antlerless bag limit was 
increased from three to five statewide except for the southeast zone.  Antler criteria was eliminated for one 
of the three-buck bag limit allowing all hunters a buck of choice. This regulation was implemented on 
private land and on Holly Springs National Forrest. In the South Delta Zone, total season was shortened, and 
antlerless and antlered bag limits were reduced to two antlerless deer and two antlered deer caused by 
flood induced stress and mortality within the deer herd.  
 
For the 2020-2021 season, tags were available to hunters with property within three miles of any known 
positive. These Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) CWD management tags were either sex tags 
that allowed the hunter to use a weapon of choice from October 1 through the end of deer season. All deer 
harvested with these tags must be tested for CWD. The reduced bag limits in the South Delta CWD Zone 
continued for the 2020-2021 season. To increase surveillance, mandatory CWD sampling was implemented 
for three weekends in three regions of the state. These weekends represented the CWD-MZs (Chronic 
Wasting Disease-Management Zone) and two regions of the state with historically low CWD sampling. 
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Figure 4. CWD check station and drop off locations for 2020-2021 season. 

 
Captive Cervid Facilities  
 
MDWFP has plenary authority over matters related to white-tailed deer in enclosures, and Mississippi Board 
of Animal Health has authority over all other cervids. The buy and sale of live white-tailed deer is illegal in 
Mississippi. There is currently a moratorium of all live deer movement in Mississippi because of the 
discovery of CWD. Importation of live white-tailed deer has been banned in Mississippi since 2002. Any 
facility convicted of unlawful importation of live white-tailed deer shall be placed under quarantine for a 
minimum of 10 years. 
 
In 2008 the Commission enacted regulations requiring all enclosures to be permitted and inspected 
annually. This regulation required all target white-tailed deer within high-fenced enclosures to be tested for 
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CWD. Target deer were defined as deer exhibiting clinical symptoms.  All enclosures were encouraged to 
submit samples from harvested deer. 
 
Enclosures are required to report breaches and escapes within 24 hours. No escapes have been reported; 
however, tagged deer from enclosures have been reported and harvested in the free-range.  
 
In 2018, the Commission enacted regulation requiring enclosures to submit all 1.5-year-old or older white-
tailed deer that die of natural causes within breeding pens for CWD testing. All target white-tailed deer 
within a high-fenced enclosure or breeding pen must be tested for CWD. Target deer are deer exhibiting 
clinical symptoms. Additionally, up to 10 adult deer harvested in an enclosure annually must be tested for 
CWD. If no samples are submitted from harvested deer, MDWFP will coordinate the sampling of required 
deer with the enclosure owner. This rule was in effect for the 2018/2019 and 2019-2020 season.  
Compliance from enclosures submitting at least one CWD sample in these seasons was 55% and 71%, 
respectively.  Prior to the 2020-2021 season, the Mississippi legislature passed a bill requiring all white-
tailed deer harvested inside enclosures to be tested for CWD.  The following year, the Mississippi legislature 
repealed this law and replaced it with a law requiring enclosure owners to submit one CWD sample per 200 
high-fenced acres.  Additionally, this new law removed language allowing MDWFP to depopulate a CWD-
positive enclosure to protect the free-range deer herd and replaced it with the following: “If chronic wasting 
disease is diagnosed within the enclosure, the owner shall work with the commission to determine a 
solution for containing the disease within the enclosure; however, the commission shall not declare 
surrounding or adjoining properties within a five (5) mile radius of the enclosure a CWD Management Zone, 
until chronic wasting disease is positively detected within such radius on these surrounding or adjoining 
properties.”   
 
The Mississippi Board of Animal Health (MBAH) regulates all exotic livestock CWD susceptible cervids such 
as elk, red deer, sika deer, and reindeer. There is a moratorium on the importation of all CWD susceptible 
cervids into Mississippi. As of July 2020, there are 80 facilities registered with the MBAH that contain CWD 
susceptible cervids.  
 
 
Table 4. CWD samples from susceptible exotic livestock from 2008 to 2020. 
 

Year Total Samples Submitted 
2008 154 
2009 131 
2010 95 
2011 36 
2012 31 
2013 31 
2014 10 
2015 6 
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2016 56 
2017 22 
2018 41 
2019 37 
2020 26 

 
 
To date no CWD positives have been detected inside white-tailed deer or exotic enclosures in Mississippi.  In 
the event a positive is detected within five miles of an enclosure containing white-tailed deer, the MDWFP is 
authorized to enter said enclosure and sample white-tailed deer.  
 
Lessons Learned in Mississippi  
  
Managing CWD requires substantial commitment of staff and financial resources from man-hours and 
dollars intended for other wildlife conservation activities.  The MDWFP has spent greater than $500,000 
annually on CWD since its discovery. CWD management is a year-round endeavor, with tasks that include 
sample collection and data management, working with stakeholder groups, managing carcass disposal 
methods, and developing and enforcing regulations. An “after action review” (AAR) meeting with MDWFP 
staff occurs each spring after all CWD results from the previous hunting season are available. The AAR 
meeting has proven very beneficial to agency operations, as it facilitates the development and adoption of 
an internal timeline for annual CWD management activities.  
  
Unlike other states, no staff has been assigned CWD roles exclusively. Because of limited budget, CWD 
simply added responsibilities to other positions. After communication with other states, MDWFP staff 
recognizes the need for a wildlife veterinarian and other staff dedicated exclusively to CWD in Mississippi. 
 
The MDWFP will continue to work with the MBAH to protect the free-ranging deer of Mississippi. 
Depopulation may be cost-effective compared to the financial implications of additional or expanding CWD-
MZs, lost hunting opportunities, long-term CWD surveillance, and implementation of other CWD 
management strategies. The measures being considered by MDWFP and the MBAH have serious 
implications, particularly to those who hunt or live closest to affected areas. However, collaboration, 
communication, and cooperation between these two agencies will be essential to the successful 
management of CWD.  
  
Mississippi has areas of exceptionally high deer density, some of which are in CWD Management Zones. 
Managing the spread and infection rate in Mississippi’s free-ranging white-tailed deer will be challenging. In 
areas with high deer density, more deer are exposed to the infectious prions either through direct contact 
with an infected deer or a contaminated environment. The number of free-ranging deer infected with CWD 
is expected to increase and CWD-MZs are expected to expand. If the disease continues in Mississippi, the 
sample prevalence in portions of Benton County will likely exceed 30% in the next decade, and the potential 
for CWD to spread throughout the state will rise. Ultimately, this is detrimental to deer populations 
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throughout Mississippi, negatively impacting individuals’ ability to view or hunt deer, and exposes other 
species and humans to an unknown threat.  Implementing new measures now may help avoid the need to 
enact more drastic measures in the future and provides the state with the best opportunity of slowing and 
possibly containing the spread of CWD across the landscape. The intensity of CWD management today will 
decide the trajectory and destination of CWD and deer management in Mississippi for future generations. 
 
In Mississippi, portions of the North CWD Zone exist where CWD prevalence is 29% in hunter-harvested 
bucks 2.5-years-old or older. As sampling distribution and sampling intensity improve, the true extent of 
CWD in Mississippi will be determined. Unlike states that discover CWD early in the game, CWD had already 
taken root in Benton and Marshall counties prior to initial detection. This realization points to the necessity 
to detect future outbreaks both within and outside the CWD Management Zone as early as possible. 
Reducing or maintaining lower cervid density is the only effective method to reduce or maintain low CWD 
prevalence in free-ranging cervid populations (Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 2018). Lowering 
deer numbers reduces deer interactions, a natural form of social distancing. This reduces the spread of 
disease among deer, thereby reducing the risk of the disease becoming established in an area and spreading 
across the landscape. Alternative options for managing CWD in free-ranging deer are limited to actions that 
only mitigate the disease’s effects, such as restricting amplifiers (for example, supplemental feeding) and 
infection sources (for example, high-risk parts or urine-based lures), and ensuring regulations are enforced. 
These actions alone are not enough to prevent an increase in CWD prevalence and spread of the disease 
across Mississippi. 
 
The MDWFP must continue to implement current science, intense sampling efforts, proactive transmission 
reduction techniques, and aggressive herd management responses to positive detections. Passive and weak 
strategies in other states have proven insufficient. These insufficiencies help justify extending our response 
to what may be considered the extreme of current science. The MDWFP must continually reevaluate CWD 
management strategies and consider all possible alternative actions that may slow the spread and mitigate 
the effects of CWD in Mississippi.  
 
Some methods that benefit CWD management may deviate from normal or traditional strategies. Many 
methods require years or decades to see benefits and premature law/regulation changes can prevent these 
benefits from coming to fruition. Examples of science-based management strategies that have been 
challenged include use of natural deer urine, supplemental feeding, carcass transport, and CWD zone 
delineation.  MDWFP will lean heavily on current science and research for decision-making. 
  
CWD affects a variety of stakeholders in Mississippi. MDWFP acknowledges that while the agency may lead 
the charge against the disease, it cannot fight the fight without support from stakeholders. Stakeholder 
engagement efforts will be critical to increase the public’s understanding of, support for, and participation 
in CWD management. The MDWFP is committed to improving stakeholder engagement and outreach to 
local communities, hunters, landowners, and others. In addition to the applied side of CWD management, 
the MDWFP will continue to engage the public and ascertain their concerns and motivations. MDWFP will 
ask people to help explore the many issues that will arise as the agency takes steps to combat the disease. It 
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is vitally important that the MDWFP and the public work together to develop and implement this 
management plan to successfully curtail the spread of CWD.  

 

General Response to a Positive 
 
The MDWFP will enact the following responses immediately following a confirmed CWD positive regardless 
of the state detecting the positive. A single confirmed positive mandates these responses. The level of 
communication may vary depending on the impact to current CWD Management Zones. 
 

• Following a confirmed CWD positive within a new county, all counties within 10 miles of the 
positive, including the county containing the positive, will be placed in a CWD Management Zone for 
a minimum of three years. 

• Counties within a CWD-MZ are reassessed annually after three years inclusion in the zone using the 
CWD Management Zone Delineation Tool. See Appendix A. 

• Zones will be delineated using county boundaries.  
• Implement zone specific regulations; 

o Carcass transport restrictions allowing bone-in leg quarters, deboned meat, antlers, cleaned 
skull or skull plates, finished taxidermy, cleaned teeth, hides and tanned products to leave 
the zone. 

• Ban supplemental feeding of wildlife in all counties contained in the zone. 
• MDWFP may collect cervids in areas where other means of sample collection are inadequate, but 

only with permission and full cooperation of private landowners. 
• MDWFP will notify the public of any changes to zone boundaries. 
• Schedule, advertise, and conduct public meetings around newly affected regions. 
• Firearm hunting seasons will be the primary tool utilized for CWD sampling where and when 

possible. Mandatory sampling days and/or extended seasons may be implemented. 
• Carcasses originating in the zone may either be left on site or disposed of by incineration, deep 

burial, or transported to a lined landfill.   
• If CWD is confirmed in an enclosure, the CWD-MZ will be delineated from the enclosure boundary, 

not the exact point of sample collection. NOTE: House Bill 382, (circa 2021) prevents this from being 
enacted.   

• If a positive is detected near a state border, the MDWFP will work with the adjoining state or states 
to share data on sample locations, past sampling history, and surveillance and monitoring strategies. 
MDWFP CWD regulations will apply to all land within CWD Management Zone counties in 
Mississippi regardless of geographic barriers such as the Mississippi River. 

• MDWFP will inspect all enclosures within 5 miles of any known CWD positive to ensure fencing 
requirements are maintained to avoid possible emigration from or immigration into the enclosure.     

• MDWFP personnel may utilize the best collection methods available to test for CWD inside all 
enclosures within five miles of any known CWD positive. Testing should be sufficient to detect CWD 
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with 95% confidence if the disease exists at a prevalence of at least 1% inside the enclosure. All 
samples collected inside the enclosure within three years prior to the confirmed CWD positive will 
count toward the sampling goal. 

 
Positive detected within an enclosure 
 

• The contaminated CWD-positive enclosure will be inspected by MDWFP staff to ensure fencing 
requirements are maintained to avoid possible escapes.  All gates will be secured.  Law enforcement 
staff will be assigned to monitor the enclosure and gates to ensure compliance with established 
regulations. 

• Immediately quarantine facility to ensure no cervid movement into or out of enclosure. 
• Per Miss. Code Ann. § 49-7-58.1, commission for Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and 

Parks. shall work with the enclosure owner to determine a solution for containing the disease 
within the enclosure.  The recommendation shall be to depopulate the white-tailed deer. All cervids 
within the facility will be tested for CWD.  No state funds will be used to indemnify captive facility 
licensees or permittees.   

• Trace-back and trace-forward of live cervids and reproductive material from the affected facility will 
be conducted to include a time span of at least five years. Captive facilities within Mississippi that 
transferred cervids to or received cervids, and/or reproductive material from the CWD-positive 
facility will be quarantined and inspected.  The transferred deer will be sampled immediately using 
approved testing methods.  After the average CWD incubation period of two years has elapsed, the 
herd will be sampled sufficient to detect CWD with 95% confidence if the disease exists at a 
prevalence of at least 1% throughout the herd.  No state funds will be used to indemnify captive 
facility licensees. If records indicate that a captive cervid left Mississippi, then the final destination 
state wildlife agency will be notified. 

• The owner of the contaminated captive cervid facility will accept the responsibility of maintaining 
the perimeter fence to ensure that no wild cervids are allowed to enter the facility.   

• All MDWFP and MBAH captive cervid permits issued for the enclosure will be revoked once the 
enclosure is depopulated. 

• In an effort to exclude free-range deer from the CWD contaminated environment, the state of 
Mississippi may purchase the enclosure and maintain the fence in perpetuity or until such length of 
time has elapsed that science reveals the prions in the environment will no longer be infectious.  

 

Management Goals, Objectives, and Strategies 
  
Accomplishing these goals will minimize the impact of CWD on native white-tailed deer in  
Mississippi. Because eradication is not feasible in areas with established infections, the management of 
CWD will require a sustained, long-term commitment and adaptive approach that will be continuously 
evaluated and adjusted as the science of CWD detection and management advances. 
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Goal 1: Minimize the effects of CWD on Mississippi white-tailed deer populations.  
  

Objective 1.1: Prevent human-caused introduction and spread of CWD in Mississippi.  
  

Strategy 1.1.1: Continued enforcement of existing bans on supplemental feeding of white-
tailed deer within CWD-MZs and movement of high-risk cervid parts from CWD-MZs.  
  
Strategy 1.1.2: Prohibit supplemental feeding of white-tailed deer statewide.  
  
Strategy 1.1.3: Continued enforcement of existing regulations on Mississippi’s captive white-
tailed deer facilities to mitigate the risks that captive white-tailed deer and free-ranging 
white-tailed deer populations may pose to each other. 
 
Strategy 1.1.4: Collaborate with the MBAH to strengthen the oversight of Mississippi’s 
captive exotic cervid operations and mitigate the risks that captive exotic cervids and free-
ranging white-tailed deer populations may pose to each other.  
  
Strategy 1.1.5: Continued enforcement of existing ban on import of high-risk cervid parts 
from outside Mississippi. 

  
Objective 1.2: Quickly detect CWD infections in new areas (before sample prevalence exceeds 1% in 
new areas) so that management strategies can be implemented at the earliest opportunity.  
  

Strategy 1.2.1: Incorporate new CWD sampling methods as they become USDA-approved and 
expand testing capacity to provide CWD testing results promptly.  
  
Strategy 1.2.2: Annually refine sampling strategies to efficiently detect spatial spread of CWD 
and change in sample prevalence over time.  
  
Strategy 1.2.3: Maintain mandatory CWD testing of all CWD-susceptible cervid mortalities 
inside of cervid enclosures.  
  
Strategy 1.2.4: Prioritized response and sampling to reported diseased deer.  

  
Objective 1.3: Limit sample prevalence to ≤ 1% in hunter-harvested adult males (> 2 years of age) 
and meet surveillance goals within CWD-MZs.  

  
Strategy 1.3.1: Increase deer hunting opportunities within CWD-MZs.  

  
Strategy 1.3.2: Monitor sample prevalence throughout the CWD-MZs to evaluate 
management strategies.  
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Objective 1.4: Within Chronic Wasting Disease Containment Zones (CWD-CZs) outside of Chronic 
Wasting Disease Established Zones (CWD-EZs), Limit sample prevalence to ≤ 1% in hunter-harvested 
adult males (> 2 years of age) or spreading farther on the landscape.  

  
Strategy 1.4.1: Increase deer hunting opportunities within CWD-CZs to maximize the removal 
of potentially exposed cervids.  
  
Strategy 1.4.2: Prioritize and utilize targeted removals, with landowner permission, to 
maximize the removal of potentially exposed cervids.  

  
Objective 1.5: Limit sample prevalence to ≤ 5% in hunter-harvested adult males (> 2 years of age) 
within Established Zones (EZs) including CZs that fall within these areas.  

  
Strategy 1.5.1: Increase deer hunting opportunities to reduce deer density and remove more 
CWD-positive deer from the landscape.  
  
Strategy 1.5.2: Monitor deer density, harvest, and sample prevalence within EZs to evaluate 
management strategies.  

  
Goal 2: Increase stakeholder understanding of, support for, and participation in CWD management 
efforts.   

  
Objective 2.1: Foster two-way communications and utilize human dimension techniques to assess 
stakeholder values and opinions on MDWFP CWD management efforts.  
  

Strategy 2.1.1: Create and review a CWD Communications Plan on at least an annual basis 
and refine as needed (see Appendix B).  

  
Strategy 2.1.2: Identify stakeholder concerns and utilize the best platforms to address both 
stakeholder interests and MDWFP communications objectives.  
  
Strategy 2.1.3: Develop support for MDWFP CWD management activities by providing 
consistent information that clearly illustrates management objectives, the necessity of 
management actions, and how they may impact stakeholders.  
  
Strategy 2.1.4: Conduct educational outreach and marketing campaigns to communicate key 
messages about CWD.  
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Strategy 2.1.5: Provide up-to-date information of CWD testing results MDWFP CWD 
management activities online and provide mechanisms by which stakeholders can submit 
comments, questions, or concerns.  

 
Goal 3: Increase understanding of CWD impacts in Mississippi.  
 
  Objective 3.1: Study CWD epidemiology in Mississippi 
 
   Strategy 3.1.1: Create and continue partnerships with research universities. 
    

 Strategy 3.1.2: Determine research objectives and questions pertinent to managing CWD in 
Mississippi and applying the appropriate management actions. 

  
 Strategy 3.3.3: Work with research partners to address CWD research questions. 
  

Objective 3.2: Increase herd monitoring ability across Mississippi 
  
 Strategy 3.2.1: Work with research partners to determine best methods to estimate density 

at property, county, and state level.  
 
 Strategy 3.2.2: Implement mandatory harvest reporting.  
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Geographic Designations 
 
In the following section, geographic areas are described that follow the MDWFP’s response to an initial CWD 
detection from large areas of hundreds or thousands of square miles (CWD Management Zone) to a few 
square miles (CWD Containment Zones). An Established Zone is created once CWD has become widespread 
and recurrent in an area.   
  
CWD Management Zones  
  
CWD Management Zones (CWD-MZs) are created when new CWD detections are found in free-ranging or 
captive deer in Mississippi. Immediately upon confirmation of a CWD positive in a new county, all counties 
in which lie all or in part within 10 miles from a CWD positive will be included in a CWD-MZ for a minimum 
of three years. After the three-year minimum inclusion, the CWD Management Zone Delineation Tool will 
be used to assess counties that lie within 10 miles of a positive. All counties with a score of 55 or higher will 
be included in a CWD Management Zone. The criteria used to define the CWD-MZ is based on buck 
movement data from Mississippi State University research.  
 

Purpose: To reduce human-related activities that amplify and spread CWD and to increase the 
probability of early detection of CWD in areas surrounding known CWD detections through 
increased sampling efforts within the CWD-MZ.      

  
Management Approach: Strategies to prevent amplification of CWD within a CWD-MZ include 
prohibiting feeding of deer and use of deer attractants (such as, liquid scents, urine, glands, etc.) as 
well as reducing deer density. Strategies to prevent spread of CWD beyond CWD-MZ boundaries 
include restrictions on transporting high-risk parts. Strategies to increase CWD sampling will include 
use of road-killed deer collections, use of CWD Drop-Off freezers for voluntary sample submissions 
by hunters, and increased effort by MDWFP staff to collect samples from taxidermists, clinical 
suspects, and others. 
 
The implementation of management strategies within a CWD-MZ is dependent on when the new 
CWD detection occurs. In some cases, management changes may not be implemented until the 
following hunting season. At a minimum, CWD-MZs will be created and the public will be notified in 
a timely manner regardless of when the CWD detection occurs.   

 
Measure of Success: Public compliance with restrictions, hunter cooperation with density reduction 
efforts, prevention of geographic spread of CWD, early detection or containment of CWD through 
increased sampling effort, and reduction or suspension of CWD-MZ(s).  
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Containment Zones  
  
CWD Containment Zones (CWD-CZs) are designated to facilitate focused management strategies to prevent 
CWD from becoming established or spreading farther on the landscape (Figure 3). A CZ encompasses a 
three-mile radius around the location of a confirmed CWD detection. The size of a CZ was determined based 
on yearling dispersal in Mississippi and the need to remove potentially exposed individuals (Walter et al. 
2018). CWD infections exhibit a clustered distribution, with highest prevalence occurring near the point of 
introduction (Wasserberg et al. 2009). Therefore, deer in closer proximity to CWD detections are more likely 
to become infected and spread the disease (Joly et al. 2006). As a result, areas directly surrounding CWD 
detections are considered higher risk for transmission, and increased management actions are crucial to 
control the disease.  
  

Purpose: To prevent the establishment and spread of CWD by removing the most high-risk deer from 
the area immediately surrounding a CWD detection.   

  
Management Approach: Increased CWD sampling via hunter harvest will be used to determine the 
extent and sample prevalence of CWD. In addition to increased hunting opportunities, enhanced 
CWD sample collection – including increasing public awareness of the need for samples will occur 
within a CWD-CZ. 

 
Before implementing management actions in a CZ, the MDWFP will meet with local landowners and 
stakeholders to discuss management options and identify the most practical methods to reduce deer 
density in the area. Implementation of management strategies in a CZ will occur as quickly as 
possible; however, exact timing will be determined on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of 
MDWFP staff and is dependent on landowner cooperation.  
 
Sampling results will be analyzed each year and guide future management actions. If no additional 
CWD infections are detected for five consecutive years, the CWD-CZ will be dissolved and the CWD-
MZ may be reduced. Conversely, if more CWD-positive deer are detected and spread of the disease 
from the initial detection is evident, the CWD-CZ may transition into an Established Zone (see 
Established Zones) and management actions will be applied over a larger area.  

  
Measure of Success: No additional positive detections, fulfillment of annual CWD-CZ target sample 
goal (20% of county goal), maintenance of CWD sample prevalence to ≤ 1%, except for CWD-CZs that 
lie within a CWD-EZ.  Suspension of CWD-CZs. 

  
Established Zones  
  

Established Zone (EZs) are smaller areas within CWD-MZs that are characterized by CWD detections 
occurring contiguously and consistently across a large area from year to year. In an EZ, CWD is 
considered to be established within the deer population and, coupled with environmental 
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contamination, poses a long-term threat to neighboring areas. An EZ may contain multiple CZs. An 
EZ may expand as additional positives are detected. 

  
Purpose: To limit prevalence of CWD in hunter-harvested adult males to ≤ 5%. 

  
Management Approach: Reducing deer density will be the primary management strategy 
implemented within an EZ. Such an approach will mitigate disease transmission risks, remove 
diseased cervids from the landscape, and reduce further contamination of the environment. Deer 
density reductions will occur through hunting and be adaptive in their approach to increasing deer 
harvests. Any changes to deer hunting regulations will occur based on regular evaluations of 
management success.  
 
According to the Colorado Chronic Wasting Disease Response Plan, data and modeled disease trends 
show that CWD prevalence increases slowly until a 5% threshold is crossed, after which point 
disease prevalence accelerates drastically (Colorado Parks and Wildlife 2018). Similar patterns have 
been observed in other states with white-tailed deer, such as West Virginia and Wisconsin. 
Maintaining CWD sample prevalence below this threshold would prevent the infection rate from 
rapidly increasing and minimize the need to implement additional, more aggressive management 
strategies in the future.  

 
Measure of Success: CWD prevalence in adult males maintained at ≤ 5%. 

  

Prevalence Monitoring Areas 
 

 Prevalence Monitoring Areas (PMAs) will be permanently-identified units within EZs for long-term 
prevalence monitoring.  
 
Purpose: To monitor changes in prevalence of CWD over time, to guide implementation of agency 
management actions. 
 
Management Approach: Create one or more PMA in each EZ and collect adequate number of CWD 
samples from 2-year and older males to monitor annual variation in prevalence. 
 
Measure of Success: To gain enough samples to determine statistically significant annual prevalence 
rates in each PMA. 
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Figure 5. CWD Management Zones (CWD-MZs), Prevalence Monitoring Areas (PMAs), CWD 
Containment Zones (CWD-MZs), and CWD Established Zones (CWD-EZs) as of June 2020.  
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Management Strategies 
  
To determine the effectiveness of any deer management strategy, MDWFP needs deer harvest and 
population monitoring tools. 
 
Mississippi is the only state that does not have some form of tagging or mandatory harvest reporting for 
deer. Mandatory harvest reporting is crucial to determine CWD impacts and to tease out the impacts of 
CWD and other environmental factors on harvest. MDWFP understands that when and if mandatory harvest 
reporting is implemented, a period of years must be required for Mississippi hunters to adjust. Additionally, 
multiple years of accurate data must be accrued before a county-level harvest trend will be evident. The 
lack of mandatory tagging and reporting is the greatest hindrance to the implementation of CWD 
management techniques in Mississippi. 
 
 Similar to the needs to estimate harvest trends, MDWFP needs a method to estimate population changes. 
MDWFP needs the ability to determine effects of CWD on populations and effects of environmental 
variables. An MSU Research project is underway to establish a protocol for using trail cameras and 
Deoxyribose Nucleic Acid to estimate deer density. 
 
The following management strategies are intended to assist in controlling CWD by reducing potential 
disease transmission and limiting the geographic spread of the disease. CWD management strategies 
currently implemented by the MDWFP are described. Additional, more comprehensive CWD management 
strategies are also proposed.  
 
Regulations on Movement of High-Risk Parts  
 
To prevent human-caused introductions of CWD into uninfected areas, removing high-risk deer parts from a 
CWD-MZ is unlawful. Additionally, exporting high-risk cervid parts out of Mississippi is unlawful. CWD 
monitoring efforts vary by state, and a lack of CWD detections does not necessarily equate to CWD-free 
cervid populations.  Therefore, importation of high-risk parts into Mississippi is illegal. 
  
The following items are not considered high-risk and can be imported into Mississippi or taken outside of a 
CWD-MZ: cut or wrapped meat, deboned meat, quartered meat, hides with no heads attached, finished 
taxidermy, antlers with no tissue attached, and cleaned skulls or skull plates.   
 
Disposal Methods 
 

• Leave high-risk parts at site of harvest – most practical but least preferred because of environmental 
contamination.  

• Double bag and place in certified lined landfill that accepts deer carcasses. 
• Deep burial – needs to be 6 foot or deeper and should be covered.  Requires specialized equipment  
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• Incineration – used by MDWFP, impractical for public, limited by regulations of and cost of incinerators 
• Chemical digester – limited and extremely impractical 

 
Regulations on Feeding Free-Ranging Deer 
  
Within CWD-MZs and all sub-designated areas (EZs and CZs), the feeding of free-ranging deer is illegal. 
Providing food and/or supplement sources (such as, mineral licks) to deer leads to an unnatural 
congregation of animals, amplifying both direct and indirect disease transmission. Feeding brings deer in 
close proximity to each other and within range of oral and respiratory droplets and other bodily secretions 
known to contain infectious CWD prions.  Feeding sites harbor and concentrate disease agents deposited by 
infected animals, creating a reservoir of disease.  Deer cannot avoid fecal consumption at feed sites. Some 
diseases, including CWD and parasites, spread through ingestion of contaminated excreta.  Other diseases 
known to be transmitted at feed sites include bovine tuberculosis, brucellosis, salmonellosis, toxoplasmosis, 
lungworms, and tapeworms.  
  
Artificial feeding can lead to a false sense of wildlife stewardship, causing many to assume that wildlife 
suffer without their intervention with feed. It can also result in long-term habitat destruction, habituation 
to humans, alteration of normal behavioral patterns, as well as pose risks to non-target species. An 
important distinction should be made between the act of feeding and food plots: food plots create a more 
natural feeding setting that still allows for spacing between individuals because food is not provided from a 
single point location. Increasing educational outreach and awareness of the negative consequences 
associated with artificial feeding are essential to help reduce public participation in this activity.   
  
Regulations on Deer Urine  
  
The use and possession of natural urine-based lures are currently prohibited within Mississippi; however, 
the Commission voted to approve Archery Trade Association certified urine. Such attractants are often 
manufactured from urine collected from captive cervids. While cervids may have appeared healthy at the 
time of collection, because of the long incubation period of CWD, they may have been shedding infectious 
prions. Current industry CWD testing of urine has not been approved by the USDA and must be further 
evaluated before placing confidence in results. Additionally, lure/scent manufacturers and product suppliers 
abiding by self-imposed restrictions through the Archery Trade Association Deer Protection Program or 
similar program are not sufficient to ensure CWD-free products.   
  
In addition to potentially seeding the environment with infectious CWD prions, the use of deer attractants, 
regardless of source material, can lead to the unnatural congregation of deer. Given the risks associated 
with using these products, increased educational outreach is imperative to reducing hunter use of deer 
urine to help minimize potential introductions of CWD into new areas.  
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Increased Harvest  
  
Currently, the best management strategy to control CWD is to reduce deer density in infected areas to slow 
the rate of disease transmission and remove infected individuals from the landscape (Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies 2018). Antlerless deer constitute a significant portion of the deer population and make the 
greatest contribution to population growth. Therefore, increased antlerless harvests will reduce deer 
density, which in turn will reduce opportunities for disease growth and spread.  Additionally, while studying 
mule deer, Miller et al. 2020 found that sufficient hunting pressure might control CWD, especially when 
prevalence is low. Conversely, promoting an abundance of mature male deer resulted in exponential growth 
of the disease. Unfortunately, hunters in CWD endemic areas are faced with harvesting bucks at an earlier 
age or having fewer older deer because of CWD related mortality. To increase hunter harvest of deer in 
CWD-affected areas of Mississippi, multiple management strategies may be implemented. 
 
Potential Strategies 
  

• Increase antlerless bag limit within CWD-MZs to three per day with no annual bag limit. This mirrors 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA) bag limits in its CWD zone. 

 
• Deer with hardened antlers 3 inches or less will be classified as an antlerless deer. 

 
• Remove all antler restrictions within CWD-MZs on public and private lands. Removal of antler 

restrictions must occur in conjunction with overall deer density reduction efforts.  Increasing yearling 
buck harvest will depend on information and educational outreach. Research shows unbiased buck 
harvest reduces CWD prevalence. In Mississippi, 70% of CWD positives are 2.5 year or older bucks, as 
of December 2020. Increased harvest of yearling bucks will prevent these bucks from becoming 
infected and spreading the disease. 
 

• Issue CWD DMAP either sex/weapon exempt tags to participating private properties within three 
miles of any known positive.  
 

• Implement extended or additional seasons within existing CWD- MZs or in an effort to define the 
boundaries of a new CWD-MZ.  

 
• Implement targeted removals which are small-scale operations performed within CZs by MDWFP or 

its designee. Any targeted removals would require landowner permission, cooperation, and 
collaboration. The timing of removals will be determined by MDWFP staff on a case-by-case basis 
and may depend on the location of the positive detection. This strategy aims to prevent the disease 
from becoming established or spreading farther on the landscape.   
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Surveillance  
  
Surveillance for CWD in Mississippi has been ongoing since 2002, when the MDWFP began testing of deer as 
part of its annual herd health evaluations. Surveillance efforts have expanded significantly since then, and 
samples are currently collected from hunters voluntarily submitting deer heads following harvest, 
cooperating taxidermists, check stations during mandatory sampling weekends, road-killed deer, and any 
clinical suspects. As of December 2020, more than 30,000 free-ranging deer and 3,000 captive deer have 
been tested for CWD in Mississippi; CWD has been detected in a total of 83 deer (Table 1).  
  
During the hunting season, deer hunters can voluntarily submit heads to CWD collection freezers that are in 
select locations across the state. CWD collection freezer locations are posted on the MDWFP’s website: 
www.mdwfp.com/cwd.  These samples provide data on the CWD sample prevalence within a given CWD-
MZ; from such data, prevalence trends can be assessed over time and management strategies refined to 
provide the best chance of achieving CWD management objectives.  
  
Hunters can use participating taxidermists to have deer tested for CWD. A list of participating permitted 
taxidermists is posted on the MDWFP’s website: https://www.mdwfp.com/media/301184/2020-taxidermy-
list.pdf.  
 
MDWFP collects CWD samples from participating hunting clubs and road-killed deer opportunistically 
statewide. Additionally, the Mississippi Department of Transportation assists by reporting locations of road-
killed deer in prioritized counties.  Samples are collected from these deer, and carcasses are left on site. 
  
Samples from clinical suspects are also opportunistically collected and tested for CWD throughout the state.  
MDWFP encourages the public to report sick deer and considers sampling of these deer to be a high priority.  
Reports can be made through the website, the MDWFP App, or by calling 1-800-BE SMART. 
  
Communications   
  
Developing and maintaining strategic partnerships is key to implementing successful CWD management 
efforts. The MDWFP is committed to informing citizens about wildlife matters in Mississippi and strives to 
be attentive and timely when responding to issues. Trust, transparency, and rapid information sharing are 
crucial when facing an issue like CWD with inherent complexities and potential for various long-term 
negative impacts. 
  
Currently, MDWFP has a comprehensive website featuring a wide range of information on CWD and related 
management activities across the Mississippi.  Regarding this CWD Management Plan, MDWFP encourages 
the public to ask questions, raise concerns, and share ideas.  
  

http://www.mdwfp.com/cwd
https://www.mdwfp.com/media/301184/2020-taxidermy-list.pdf
https://www.mdwfp.com/media/301184/2020-taxidermy-list.pdf
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It is critical to have a thoughtful and comprehensive strategic plan for CWD communications to foster public 
understanding and support; in that spirit, the 2020 CWD Communications Plan is also appended to this plan 
(see Appendix B).  
  

Recommended Actions and Regulation Changes 
 
MDWFP, in coordination with hunters, policy makers, and other conservation organizations, made several 
beneficial regulation changes in response to managing CWD in Mississippi. However, given CWD is a long-
term battle, additional strategies may be necessary.  

• Create an interagency and intra-agency CWD task force. 

 Justification: These task forces will serve to provide direction for Mississippi CWD management 
efforts 

Surveillance and Monitoring: 
 

• Require mandatory reporting for all white-tailed deer harvested in Mississippi. 
 
 Justification: To track county level deer harvest to aid in decisions on season structure, bag limits, 

compliance, and CWD impacts. 
 

• Implement mandatory CWD sampling weekends. 
 
 Justification: Monitor CWD prevalence and spread annually in CWD zones; surveillance in other parts 

of the state every third year. 
 

• Require any enclosure within five miles of any CWD positive detection (regardless of state): 1) to 
provide annual density estimates 2) to annually harvest and sample a minimum of 20% of the adult 
white-tailed deer population (1 year or older).   

 
 Justification: MDWFP regulates white-tailed deer enclosures, and density is required to make 

management and regulation decisions. 
 
Disease Transmission: 
 

• Additional supplemental feeding bans as warranted by CWD geographic distribution. 
 
 Justification: Minimize and slow risk of disease transmission into new areas of the state. 
 

• Ban all live cervid movement into state and within state. 
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 Justification: There are no USDA-certified live-animal CWD tests. 
 

• Ban all cervid reproductive material importation into and transfer within the state. 
 
 Justification: There are no USDA-certified CWD tests for this material. 
 

• Allow any escaped exotic cervid to be harvested immediately by anyone with permission to be on 
the property.  

  
 Justification: All exotic cervids pose a risk of disease transmission to the native wildlife of the state. 
 

• Allow exemption for Animal Control Permits (ACP) to be issued inside a CWD-MZ during flood 
events. 

 
 Justification: Flood water regulations are to protect ethical hunting practices. CWD population 

control is ethical and control efforts would benefit from flood-related herd congregation. 
 

• Modify Rule 2.7 to allow bone-in quarters with no spine attached. 
 
 Justification: Leg bones represent minimal risk but are an added burden on the hunter to remove. 
 

• Modify Rule 2.7 to allow permitted intrastate deer carcass transport out of a CWD zone to permitted 
cooperating taxidermists. 

 
 Justification: Cooperating taxidermists agree to collect CWD samples and are using MDWFP-

approved disposal methods. 
 

• Regulate deer processing facilities; assign a regulatory agency. 
 
 Justifications: Minimize number of CWD-positive deer being consumed inadvertently. Use as entity 

for CWD sampling. 
 
Population Reduction: 
 

• Adjust public land season structure, antler criteria, and bag limits to reflect the best science available 
for CWD management.  

 
 Justification: Population reduction, increased buck harvest and decreased buck age structure. 
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• Remove all antler restrictions in CW-MZs. 
 

Justification:  Increasing buck harvest across all age classes will reduce CWD prevalence. 
 

• Increase antlered bag limit to five per season in CWD management zones. 
 
 Justification:  Increasing buck harvest across all age classes will reduce CWD prevalence. 
 

• Increase antlerless daily bag limit in CWD management zones to three per day with no seasonal bag 
limit. 

 
 Justification: Population reduction in CWD areas; mirrors Tennessee CWD regulations. 

 

Operational Needs 
This plan outlines a path to successfully manage CWD in Mississippi. The MDWFP has outlined specific needs 
that will continue successful implementation of this plan. These include: 

• Additional staff 
o Wildlife Veterinarian(s) 
o CWD Coordinator  
o CWD Assistant Coordinator  
o CWD Communications Specialist  
o Deer Program Assistant Coordinator  
o Enclosure Coordinator  
o Deer Program Biologist  
o Regional Biologists 

• Consistent designated funding for CWD management 
• Avoid deviating from sound science, especially in relation to supplemental feeding regulations and 

the determination of zone boundaries 
• Continue building public trust and engagement in CWD management 
• Increase information and education outreach to all stakeholders 
• Methods to combat CWD in urban areas 
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Conclusion 
  
CWD is a serious, long-term threat to deer and deer hunting in Mississippi, and threatens the interests of a 
diversity of stakeholders. Without significant changes to management strategies and support for necessary 
actions, CWD will continue to intensify within free-ranging deer populations and spread across the state. 
Experiences from other states provide guidance on management strategies that can be used to positively 
manage CWD. The strategies described in this CWD management plan will require a sustained, long-term 
commitment of resources to be effective. For Mississippi to be successful in managing CWD,  will also 
require continued support and participation from all stakeholders.  
  
The implementation of strategies described within this management plan will involve continual analysis, 
discussion, and review to ensure that priority goals and objectives are identified, and that appropriate 
responses are implemented. In addition, ongoing review of the latest scientific knowledge and management 
techniques will determine the most up-to-date and effective disease management strategies for Mississippi. 
This adaptive approach is critical as information regarding the biology and management of the disease is 
constantly evolving. In the event this disease is determined to be zoonotic (transmissible to humans), the 
plan will be re-evaluated. Otherwise, the MDWFP will re-evaluate the plan a minimum of every five years. 
Ultimately, MDWFP will use the best available scientific information to continue to improve its response to 
CWD in order to fulfill its mission to conserve and enhance Mississippi’s wildlife, fisheries, and parks, 
provide quality outdoor recreation, and engage the public in natural resource conservation. 
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Definitions 
  
Attractant – Can be natural or manufactured and includes items containing deer urine, blood, gland oil, 
feces, or other bodily fluid as well as liquid food scents, salt, minerals, and other products that attract deer.  
  
Cervid – A member of the deer family (Cervidae) which includes white-tailed deer, mule deer, blacktailed 
deer, elk, moose, caribou, fallow deer, axis deer, sika deer, and red deer.  
  
Clinical suspect – A cervid that appears sick and is exhibiting clinical signs consistent with CWD infection, 
such as lowered head, lowered ears, progressive weight loss, rough hair coat, excessive salivation, excessive 
thirst, excessive urination, and other behavioral changes.  
  
Containment Zone (CZ) – A small designated area, extending to a three mile radius around the location of a 
CWD detection, that allows for focused management strategies to limit the risk of transmission by 
potentially exposed individuals. 
  
Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) – A landowner-based program that provides additional 
antlerless and sub-legal antlered deer hunting permits to landowners and hunters to manage deer to 
achieve landowner goals. The MDWFP also uses DMAP to issue special harvest tags within select 
Containment Zones. 
  
CWD Management Zone (CWD-MZ) – An area that is created or expanded when new CWD detections are 
found in free-ranging or captive deer in Mississippi, pending proximity to any previous detections. The 
purpose of a CWD-MZ is to reduce human-related activities that amplify and spread CWD and to increase 
probability of early detection of CWD spread from known locations.  
 
Density - The number of individuals of a species (such as, white-tailed deer) that are found in a defined area. 
 
Established Zone (EZ) – This term means that CWD is established in the affected population and is 
maintained without external inputs. The disease prevalence and spatial extent of infection is consistent and 
has the potential to increase in the affected area. Transmission between deer is efficient and constantly 
occurring, and more young deer (yearlings and fawns) are found infected through sampling efforts annually. 
Once CWD is established, existing efforts may not be sufficient to eliminate CWD from the area.   
  
High-risk parts – If an animal is infected with any transmissible spongiform encephalopathy (TSE), certain 
tissues contain a significantly higher concentration of the TSE-associated prions. These tissues are 
considered high-risk parts and include the brain, tonsils, eyes, lymph nodes, spinal cord/backbone, and 
spleen. Additional high-risk parts include the skull plate with attached antlers if visible brain or spinal cord 
matter is present, upper canine teeth if root structure or other soft tissue material is present, unfinished 
taxidermy mounts, brain-tanned hides, and any object or article containing visible brain or spinal cord 
material.  
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Prevalence – In disease terms, the proportion of a population that has the disease. Throughout the 
document you may see references to sample prevalence (proportion of all samples tested over a specific 
area and time frame that detect the disease) and estimated prevalence (sample prevalence that, after 
correcting for sampling and other biases to most closely represent the actual population, is the best 
estimate of the true proportion of an entire population that has the disease). Unless stated otherwise, the 
MDWFP measures prevalence using samples from male deer 2 years and older.  
 
Prevalence Monitoring Area (PMA) – An area within CWD-EZs that is created to monitor CWD prevalence 
over time, demonstrate effectiveness of CWD management, and inform future management decisions. 
 
Prion – A type of protein naturally found in mammalian tissue. Infectious prions, the agent of disease in 
transmissible spongiform encephalopathies, can trigger normal proteins in the brain to fold abnormally, 
leading to a fatal neurodegenerative condition.  
  
Targeted removal – Removal of cervids from a focused area carried out by trained professionals. On private 
property, this activity is not undertaken without the clear consent and a contractual agreement between 
the private landowner and MDWFP or its designee.  
  
Transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (TSE) – A group of rare degenerative brain disorders that are 
characterized by tiny holes that give the brain a “sponge-like” appearance. Overwhelming scientific 
evidence supports that TSEs are caused by misfolded prion proteins and infection results in impaired 
neurologic function and eventual death. TSEs in mammals include scrapie in sheep and goats, CWD in 
cervids, bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE; also known as mad cow disease) in cattle, transmissible 
mink encephalopathy in mink, and Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease in humans. 
 

Zoonotic - The ability for a disease to be transmitted from animals to people or, more specifically, a disease 
that normally exists in animals but that can infect humans.   
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Acronyms 
   
APHIS   Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service  
BSE    Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy  
CDC    Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  
CJD    Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease  
CWD    Chronic Wasting Disease  
CZ    Containment Zone  
DCNR   Department of Conservation and Natural Resources  
CWD-MZ    Chronic Wasting Disease Management Zone 
DMAP   Deer Management Assistance Program  
EZ    Established Zones  
MBAH Mississippi Board of Animal Health 
MDA    Mississippi Department of Agriculture  
MSDH Mississippi State Department of Health 
MDWFP Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
MSU Mississippi State University 
PMA Prevalence Monitoring Area 
SCWDS Southeast Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study 
TSE    Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathy  
USACE United States Army Corps of Engineers 
USDA   United States Department of Agriculture  
USFS United States Forest Service 
USFWS   United States Fish and Wildlife Service  
USGS   United States Geological Survey  
WS    Wildlife Services  
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Appendix A: Chronic Wasting Disease Zone Delineation Tool 
 
*This tool was adapted from the Arkansas CWD Management Plan. 
 

After the three-year minimum inclusion (if applicable) in the Chronic Wasting Disease 
Management Zone (CWD-MZ), all counties with a chronic wasting disease (CWD) positive 
sample inside the county or within 10 miles of its border will be assessed using this risk 
assessment tool. Two categories of risk will be assessed and summed for each county: 1) 
County Risk Factors and 2) Sample Risk Factors. These factors and their respective values are 
listed below. Up to four samples for each county will be used (selecting the highest  risk samples 
when more than four are present) to calculate the cumulative Sample Risk Factor score. 
 
These samples can come from either free-ranging or captive cervids. If a positive sample 
comes from a captive facility, the facility as a whole will be treated as a sample (i.e., if multiple 
positive samples come from a single captive facility, that captive facility will be treated as a 
single “sample” for this process). Free-ranging and captive CWD positive samples will be 
cumulative to one another, and the cumulative risk score will determine the final status of a 
county (for example, CWD Watch County or CWD-MZ county). 

 
This process will be repeated annually for all counties with a CWD positive sample inside or 
within ten miles of the county. The score could be used to lower the ranking of counties (i.e., 
from CWD-MZ to CWD Watch County) if the risk score of the county goes down over time. 
Several mechanisms can lead to a county receiving a lower risk score sufficient to be removed 
from the CW-MZ. These include, but are not limited to, meeting surveillance sampling goals for 
multiple years, depopulation of captive facilities, sharp shooting efforts, and the amount of 
time since a positive sample has been detected. If a risk assessment determines that the county 
can be reclassified to  a lower level, a proposal to remove the county from the CWD-MZ and to 
change harvest regulations accordingly will be made to the Commission during the next 
regularly scheduled regulations cycle or implemented at the discretion of the director. 

 
If a county is ranked as needing to be placed in the CW-MZ, there will be a minimum number of 
years that the county must remain in the CWD-MZ before being reassessed. If there is a CWD 
positive sample inside the county, the county must remain in the CWD-MZ for a minimum of 
three years. If all assessed positive samples are outside the county within ten miles of the 
county line, the county must remain in the CWD-MZ for a minimum of three years.    This ensures 
that MDWFP staff will have adequate time to respond to the CWD positive detection and to 
conduct surveillance to further assess the disease status of the county. After the minimum time 
is over, this Management Zone Delineation Tool will be used annually to determine the status 
of the county in subsequent years. 
 
Counties that are 100% surrounded by CWD-MZ counties will not go through this risk 



 

54  
  

assessment but will be automatically included within the CW-MZ . This protects the continuity 
of the CWD-MZ and avoids serious logistical and economic complications associated with 
impeding the transportation of deer carcasses and creating a patchwork of regulations. If an 
adjacent county is brought out of the CW-MZ, all formerly surrounded counties will be 
assessed using the Management Zone Delineation Tool to determine their appropriate status 
moving forward. 

 
Risk Factors 

County Risk Factors 
 

1) Sampling history. This factor is calculated as the number of years a county has met a 
surveillance level capable of detecting a 1% disease prevalence with a 95% confidence 
interval according to the MDWFP statewide surveillance plan. Increased CWD 
surveillance began in FY 2020, so this will be used as the first year for which surveillance 
points can be considered for this assessment. 

 
Sampling History (# of years county met 1% surveillance quota) Points 

5 of last 5 years 0 

4 of last 5 years 5 

3 of last 5 years 10 

2 of last 5 years 15 

1 of last 5 years 20 

0 of last 5 years 25 
 

2) Percentage of the county line contacting CWD-MZ counties. This risk factor accounts 
for the risk of hunter transportation and deer movement relative to how surrounded a 
county is by CWD-MZ counties.  

 
Percentage of County Line Contacting Management Zone Points 

0% 0 

1-25% 5 

26-50% 

51-99% 

10 

15 

100% In Zone 

 
Sample Risk Factors 

 

1) Infection proximity and intensity. This factor accounts for risk associated with distance 
from the county and the potential intensity of the outbreak as indicated by 
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sex/age/species characteristics. This factor is determined by assigning points based on 
the proximity of CWD occurrence (distance a positive sample is from the county line if 
outside the county, or a set value if the sample is inside the county) then multiplying 
that value by an intensity multiplier (based on the sex/age of the deer). 

 
Proximity (miles) Points  Intensity Multiplier 

5 - 10 10  Captive *0.5 

1 - 5 20  Yearling Male WTD *1.25 

< 1 30  Yearling Female/Adult Male 
WTD 

*1.5 

Inside County 35  Fawn/Adult Female WTD *2 
 

2) Geographic movement restrictions. This factor is determined by identifying geographic 
features that could restrict deer movements between the positive sample and the 
county line, if the sample is outside the county. Positive samples occurring inside a 
county will not receive any points for this factor. To determine the score of an 
individual sample, the sample will be mapped and geographic movement restrictors 
occurring between the sample and the nearest county border will be summed. In 
situations where restrictors may only partially obstruct movement or other mitigating 
circumstances indicate little impact of the restrictor, a more conservative assessment  
will be made. Modification caused by this factor will not exceed -10. Examples of 
geographic restrictions are listed below: 
● Major restrictor: Mississippi River (-10 points) 
● Moderate restrictors: Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway and large urban areas (-5 points) 
● Slight restrictors: Moderate sized rivers, ecoregion boundaries, interstates, 

lakes, and moderately sized urban areas (-2.5 points). 
 

Geographic Restriction Points 

Major restrictor 

Moderate restrictor 

-10 

-5 

Slight restrictor -2.5 

None/sample inside county 0 

 
3) Attribute for special circumstances. This factor allows points to be added or subtracted 

for special circumstances as deemed necessary by the assessment team. Examples are 
listed below: 



 

56  
  

● Time since detection of the positive being assessed (-10% cumulative sample risk 
every year, applied after five years; for example, seven years since sample detection 
= -30% sample risk) 

● Depopulation of a captive facility (Depopulated, fence maintained = -20, 
Depopulated, fence not maintained = -10, Depopulated, repopulation occurring = -5) 

● Targeted sharp shooting event or DMAP-CWD tag use occurs within three miles 
of a confirmed CWD-positive with no  additional CWD positive samples detected 
(-5 points for each 50 deer removed) 

● Animal is an escaped captive of unknown origin (+10 points) 
● Amount of time an escaped captive was known to be on the landscape (≤30 days = 0 

points, 31- 90 days = +5 points, >90 days = +10 points) 
● Other (provide a detailed justification) 

 
4) Captive fencing integrity. This factor accounts for the fencing quality and whether the 

captive facility meets fencing requirements. In situations where a facility has a history 
of escaped cervids or an especially compromised fence, the sample can be assessed as 
a free-ranging animal rather than a captive animal or assessed additional points to this 
category depending on the situation. Free-ranging deer will receive a 0 for this 
category. 

 
Fencing Integrity Points 

Double Fence, meets requirements 0 

Single Fence, meets requirements or Unknown 5 

Compromised fence or low fence height, does not 
meet         requirements 

15 

 
5) Percent of captives CWD positive and number of positive species at the facility. This 

factor accounts for the intensity of the outbreak at the facility. If the facility has a 
history of CWD testing, a single positive sample can receive a score of 0. Additional 
species within a facility are cumulative for this factor. Free-ranging deer will receive a 
0 for this category. 

 
% of Captive Population Positive Points  Additional species are     

cumulative Single Positive 0 
1 - 5% 5   

6 - 10% 10   

>11% or unknown 15   
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Management Zone Assessment Scorecard 
 

County Being Evaluated: 

County Risk Factor Levels Score 

1. Sampling History 5 years met = 0 pts 

4 years met = 5 pts 

3 years met = 10 pts 

2 years met = 15 pts 

1 year met = 20 pts 

0 year met = 25 pts 

 

2. % County Line 0% =  0 pts 

1-25% = 5 pts 

26-50% = 10 pts 

51-99% = 15 pts 

100% = In Zone 

 

Sample Risk Factor  Sample 
1 

Sample 
2 

Sample 
3 

Sample 
4 

1.Infection Proximity and 
Intensity 

5 - 10 miles = 10 pts 

1 - 5 miles = 20 pts 

≤ 1 mile = 30 pts 

Inside County = 35 pts 

     

 
Captive = *0.5 

Yearling M WTD = *1.25 

Yearling F/adult M WTD = *1.5 

Fawn or adult F WTD = *2 

2. Geographic Restrictions 
(max -10) 

Major = -10 pts 

Moderate = -5 pts each 

Slight = -2.5 pts each 
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 None/Inside County = 0     

3.Special Circumstances Dependent on factor     

4.Fence Integrity (if free- 
ranging = 0) 

Double, no issues, meets regs  = 0 pts  

Single, no issues, meets regs        = 5 pts 

Compromised, don’t meet regs = 15 pts 

    

5.Percent of Captives * # 
species, if free-ranging = 0 

Single pos. at facility = 0 pts 

1 - 5%     = 5 pts 

6 - 10%     = 10 pts 

11+% or unknown = 15 pts 

    

 
Score Cumulative by species 

 

 
Total 

CWD Zone ≥ 55 

Watch County < 55 

Sum of County Risk = 

Sum of Sample Risk = 

 Final Risk Score = 

County Status = 
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Appendix B: Chronic Wasting Disease Communication Plan 
 
Introduction 
  
Since the first detection in 2018, the MDWFP has been working to manage and limit the spread of 
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD), an always fatal disease that affects members of the cervid family. With 
no vaccine or treatment for CWD, options to manage this disease are limited. Given that CWD is spread 
through direct deer-to-deer contact, reducing deer populations around known positives is the most 
commonly proposed management strategy and has shown some success in other states.  
  
However, reducing deer populations to prevent a disease from killing deer seems illogical to many 
stakeholders, including hunters. Reducing deer populations often, directly or indirectly, affects 
stakeholder interests. Because of this, management actions that reduce deer populations are often 
controversial and require extensive outreach efforts to garner public support. Therefore, this 
Communication Plan was created to identify target audiences, the information that needs to be 
provided to these individuals, when that information should be delivered, and what communication 
channels will be used to deliver that information. The goal of the Communication Plan is to increase 
knowledge of CWD and support for CWD management actions among targeted audiences in Mississippi.  
  
Targeted Audiences  

• Lawmakers and appointed/elected officials 

• MDWFP staff and Commissioners  

•    General public, more specifically:  
 Resident and non-resident Mississippi hunters  
 Hunter education instructors and students  
 Deer processors and taxidermists   
 Conservation groups and non-profit wildlife organizations  
 Hunting clubs   
 Gun shops/outfitters  
 Landowners, more specifically farmers  
 Families of hunters who consume wild game  
 Naturalists (nature lovers)  

• Media:  

 TV/newspaper/radio  – key local and regional  
 Outdoor reporters  

 Editorial boards  

 Food editors  
 Bloggers and focused websites (where appropriate)  
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Objectives   
  
Objective 1: Increase public and legislative knowledge and awareness of CWD and potential negative 
consequences of the disease.  
Objective 2: Increase public and legislative support of the need for CWD management efforts.  
Objective 3: Increase interagency, MDWFP staff, and commissioners’ understanding of CWD and CWD 
management.  
  
Strategies & Action Items  
  
Objective 1: Increase public knowledge and awareness of CWD and potential negative consequences 
of the disease.   

Strategy 1.1: Develop print materials that contain key messages on CWD and CWD management 
for public distribution (see Appendix B-I).   

Action Item 1.1.1: Update the CWD booklet to contain key messages on CWD, address 
management changes regarding CWD, and explain why the changes were made. Provide 
CWD booklet to all hunting license vendors for public distribution.   
Action Item 1.1.2: Create CWD business cards for distribution. 
Action Item 1.1.3: Update standardized displays (stand-up banners) to include CWD and 
CWD consequences/management for display at public events. Develop a standardized 
display that will notify hunters of any changes to regulations or CWD management from 
the previous year and why these changes were made.   
Action Item 1.1.4: Collaborate with select state agencies to mail a postcard to Mississippi 
residents who hunt in other CWD positive states. This postcard will contain messaging on 
CWD and Mississippi’s high-risk parts importation ban.   

Strategy 1.2: Increase public awareness of CWD Management Zones (CWD-MZs).   

  Action Item 1.2.1: Include maps of CWD-MZs in the Outdoor Digest and ensure the 
Outdoor Digest continues to be provided at point of sale. If at any point in time the 
printed Outdoor Digest is no longer provided at point of sale, the MDWFP will still provide 
CWD and CWD-MZ information via print (see Action Item 1.1.1).   
Action Item 1.2.2: Include QR code on printed CWD publications, including Outdoor 
Digest, paper hunting licenses, and CWD brochure, to link to current CWD map and 
regulations on MDWFP website. 
Action Item 1.2.3: Develop a separate CWD insert for the Outdoor Digest that will provide 
additional information on CWD status, MDWFP surveillance efforts, and management 
strategies (see Action Item 1.1.1).   

Strategy 1.3: Provide up-to-date information on CWD, negative consequences of the disease, 
CWD management actions, and related regulations on social media.   

Action Item 1.3.1: Utilize live social media venues to host real-time question and answer 
sessions with the public. These sessions will also be used to address misinformation on 
CWD that is commonly posted on social media.   
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Action Item 1.3.2: Invite wildlife professionals (biologists, professional hunters, non-profit 
organization representatives, etc.) to discuss CWD and CWD management on the 
Mississippi Outdoors Radio Show. Radio Show efforts will include information on CWD 
during deer hunting seasons (see Appendix B-II).   
Action Item 1.3.3: Continue to include CWD hotline/email information on all social media 
posts. Encourage other advocates, such as MSU Extension and other state and national 
organizations, to create posts/videos or share MDWFP posts/videos on social media.   
Action Item 1.3.4: Continually address misinformation posted on MDWFP social media 
platforms (such as, Facebook and Instagram) with facts.   

Strategy 1.4: Continue to provide annual updates on CWD status and management on website 
and increase efforts to enhance public awareness of the website’s content.  

Action Item 1.4.1: Update the layout of CWD information on the MDWFP website to 
make information easier for the public to locate (see Appendix B-V).   
Action Item 1.4.2: Maintain the CWDispatch. To focus on CWD hot topics, CWD myths, 
research updates, and surveillance or management updates for the public.   
Action Item 1.4.3: Offer CWD-based webinars or online workshops as needed to educate 
the public on CWD and the negative consequences of the disease. At least one CWD 
public event should be recorded and provided on the CWD webpage for those who are 
unable to attend meetings.   

Strategy 1.5: Offer CWD public events across the state, both inside and outside of CWD-MZs, to 
raise awareness of CWD and garner support for CWD management.   

Action Item 1.5.1: Appropriate agency staff will host CWD public events within their 
respective region (See Appendix B-III).   
Action Item 1.5.2: State Biologists and Conservation Officers will maintain visitations at 
cooperating hunting clubs and other known conservation organizations (See Appendix B-
III).   
Action Item 1.5.3: MDWFP staff may attend and provide CWD information at local 
sportsman shows, fairs, and festivals.   
Action Item 1.5.4: Appropriate agency staff will document details of all public events 
(including programs, fairs, sportsman shows, hunting club meetings, etc.) where CWD 
information or materials were provided to the public. Information to be documented may 
include: the date of each event; event type; information or materials provided; location 
of event and estimate of people reached. This information will be provided to the CWD 
Communication Specialist by June 30 annually.   

Strategy 1.6: Collaborate with other conservation-based agencies and organizations to increase 
CWD awareness and increase public support for CWD management actions. Agencies and 
organizations to consider include but are not limited to:   

• Mississippi Forestry Association 

• Mississippi Forestry Commission 

• Mississippi Department of Agriculture  
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• Mississippi Department of Marine Resources  

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

• U.S. Forest Service 

• USDA APHIS Wildlife Services 

• USDA – Natural Resource Conservation Service 

• Foundation for Mississippi Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 

• Mississippi Bowhunter’s Association 

• Mississippi Sportsman’s Caucus 

• Mississippi Wildlife Federation 

• Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation 

• The Wildlife Society, Mississippi Chapter  

• Backcountry Hunters and Anglers, Mississippi Chapter  

• Wildlife Mississippi 

• Delta Wildlife 

• National Deer Association  

• Ducks Unlimited  

• National Wild Turkey Federation  

• Quail Unlimited 

• Whitetails Unlimited 

• The Nature Conservancy 

• Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency 

• Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 

• Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

• Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 

 
Action Item 1.6.1: Collaborate with other conservation-based agencies and organizations 
to host public events on CWD across the state.   
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Action Item 1.6.2: Encourage other conservation-based agencies and organizations to 
create posts/videos or share MDWFP posts/videos about CWD on social media. Ask these 
agencies and organizations to help the MDWFP counter misinformation about CWD seen 
on social media.   
Action Item 1.6.3: Provide CWD print materials to other conservation-based agencies and 
organizations for distribution at public events.   

Strategy 1.7: Provide up-to-date information on CWD, management, and regulations as needed 
via print media (for example, press releases, Mississippi Outdoors articles, MDWFP newsletters).   

Action Item 1.7.1: If any changes are made to CWD-MZ boundaries or CWD regulations, a 
news release announcing these changes will be provided to the public.   
Action Item 1.7.2: Rent billboards, within, along the border, and outside of CWD-MZs, to 
increase public knowledge of CWD management actions. Billboards will:   

• Encourage hunters to get deer tested   

• Notify hunters that they are in a CWD-MZ   

• Remind hunters not to transport high-risk parts  

• Direct people to the MDWFP website or hotline for more information 

• Raise awareness of CWD in Mississippi 

• Highlight significance of CWD to the state’s deer herd 

Strategy 1.8: Prioritize direct communication efforts to all individuals residing or hunting within 
CWD-MZs.   

Action Item 1.8.1: Send emails, texts, letters or postcards to individuals residing or 
hunting in a CWD-MZ to (see Appendix B-IV):   

• Notify individuals of any changes to regulations within CWD-MZs  

• Notify individuals of any changes to CWD-MZ boundaries  

• Remind hunters of CWD-MZ regulations, specifically the high-risk parts ban  

• Update individuals on the current status of CWD (including number of 
positives by county) in their area  

• Encourage hunters to get deer tested  

• Notify hunters of mandatory sampling weekends and post season 
opportunities 

Action Item 1.8.2: Collect contact information at CWD public events to create a quarterly 
MDWFP e-newsletter. This newsletter can be used to:   

• Notify individuals of any changes to regulations within CWD-MZs  

• Notify individuals of any changes to CWD-MZ  boundaries  

• Remind hunters of CWD-MZ regulations, specifically the high-risk parts ban  
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• Update individuals on the current status of CWD (including number of 
positives by county) in the state  

• Encourage hunters to get deer tested   

Action Item 1.8.3: Develop and provide a 30-second public service announcement on 
CWD to be broadcast on local TV and radio stations within CWD-MZs during deer hunting 
seasons.   

Strategy 1.9: Provide print materials on CWD to all businesses associated with sporting goods, 
hunting license vendors, processors, and taxidermists for public display or distribution.   

Action Item 1.9.1: Provide written instructions and key messages to all hunting license 
vendors, explaining what and how materials should be disseminated at point of sale.   
Action Item 1.9.2: Provide CWD pamphlets and CWD-MZ maps to all processors and 
taxidermists for greater public outreach.   

Strategy 1.10: Monitor public opinions and knowledge of CWD management actions to develop 
messages and delivery mechanisms that enhance public understanding of the risks associated 
with CWD.    

Action Item 1.10.1: Measure public understanding of CWD and support for CWD 
management actions via surveys.   

• Conduct a statewide landowner survey, including both hunters and 
non-hunters alike, to measure public knowledge, attitudes, 
perceptions, and support for CWD management actions.   

Action Item 1.10.2: Conduct human dimensions research to help make management 
decisions.  

• Human Dimensions research may consider:  
 How knowledge gaps affect the acceptance of proposed CWD 

management actions.  
 How attitudes and beliefs about CWD differ with length of 

exposure to CWD and geographic proximity to CWD. 
 Communication preferences among various stakeholder groups.  

  
Objective 2: Increase public involvement in the development of CWD management actions.  

Strategy 2.1: Develop citizen advisory councils for CWD-related issues across the state to 
increase public knowledge and support for CWD management actions.   

Action Item 2.1.1: Select and invite 20 stakeholders (hunters, taxidermists, processors, 
outdoor writers, landowners, community leaders, etc.) to serve on a regional citizen 
advisory council for CWD.  
Action Item 2.1.2: Hold quarterly citizen advisory council meetings in each region to 
adequately educate members on CWD-related issues and discuss stakeholder 
perspectives, ideas, concerns, and interests related to these issues. These meetings will 
be recorded and provided on the CWD webpage.   
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Action Item 2.1.3: Combine common perceptions, ideas, concerns, interests, and 
recommendations in a quarterly report to guide future communication and management 
actions.   

  
Objective 3: Increase MDWFP staff and Commissioner understanding of CWD and CWD management 
actions.   

Strategy 3.1: Provide monthly updates on CWD and CWD management actions to MDWFP staff.  
Action Item 3.1.1: Continue to send CWDispatch to update MDWFP staff on CWD and 
CWD management actions. Expand CWDispatch to include all MDWFP personnel (all 
bureaus) statewide. 
Action Item 3.1.2: Conduct annual meetings in MDWFP Regions to brief appropriate 
MDWFP staff on CWD and CWD management actions.    
Action Item 3.1.3: Provide information on CWD hot topics, myths, research updates, and 
surveillance or management updates via email to MDWFP staff.  

 
Strategy 3.2: Keep Commissioners updated and knowledgeable on CWD and CWD management 
actions.   

Action Item 3.2.1: Hold semi-annual meetings to update Commissioners on CWD 
management activities.  
Action Item 3.2.2: Provide Commissioners with a multi-page annual report summarizing 
CWD status and management at the end of the fiscal year.    

Objective 4: Collaborate with interagency, legislative, and gubernatorial entities to increase support 
for CWD management actions.   

Strategy 4.1: Collaborate with other state agencies to increase effective communication on CWD 
to the public.   

Action Item 4.1.1: Continue to discuss CWD and CWD management actions with the CWD 
Task Force.   

• The Task Force includes members from the MDWFP, Mississippi State 
University, MSU Extension Service, Mississippi Board of Animal Health, 
Mississippi State Department of Health, Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife 
Disease Study, USDA APHIS Wildlife Services.  

• Encourage members of this group to host informational public meetings on 
CWD. CWD Communications Specialist will notify, if possible, the 
respective Region of any CWD public events hosted by other state 
agencies.   

Action Item 4.1.2: Provide a quarterly CWD update to CWD Task Force via email.   
Action Item 4.1.3: Host meetings bi-annually to discuss current CWD and CWD 
management with the CWD Task Force. 
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Strategy 4.2: Establish and maintain external collaborations with non-government organizations 
(NGOs) to increase support for CWD management.   

Action Item 4.2.1: Provide a quarterly CWD update to collaborating or targeted NGOs via 
email. Updates will include information on CWD hot topics, myths, research updates, and 
changes to surveillance or management actions.   
Action Item 4.2.2: Collaborate with non-profit organizations to host public events on 
CWD throughout the state.   

Strategy 4.3: Establish and maintain external communications with state legislators to garner 
support for funding and policies necessary to manage and contain CWD.   

Action Item 4.3.1: Hold meetings, as needed, to update local, regional, and state 
legislators on CWD and CWD management actions.    

Action Item 4.3.2: Collaborate with state and local representatives to host public 
events/town halls on CWD throughout the state.   
Action Item 4.3.3: Update appropriate legislative and congressional offices via e-mail 
correspondence immediately after notification of additional confirmed positive CWD 
detections.  
Action Item 4.3.4: Ensure CWD informational handouts, maps, and other related 
materials are provided to legislative and congressional offices for distribution to state and 
local representative offices and town halls by July of each license year.   
  

  
Examples of CWD Communications since February 2018 
  
 

• Presentations to natural resource groups or organizations as requested (such as, County Forestry 
Associations, Soil and Water Conservation Districts, hunting clubs). 

 
• Presentations to non-natural resources organizations as requested (for example, Civic Clubs). 

 
• Educational displays at fairs, sportsman’s shows, wild game suppers, etc. 

 
• Print materials for public wildlife events and license vendors. 

 
• CWD updates and information on Mississippi Outdoors Radio Show. 

 
• Periodic CWD updates in MDWFP website and newsletter. 

 
• Periodic updates and links to recent articles on CWD via social media platforms. 

 
• Newspaper, radio, and television interviews as requested. 
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• Periodic updates and educational sessions to Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks. 
 

• Multiple articles in Mississippi Outdoors magazine. 
 

• Multiple press releases during the season to highlight regulation changes. 
 
Annual Schedule for Implementation of CWD Communications  
  

MONTH  Action Item  Responsibility   
JANUARY     
  Develop a CWD Communications Plan for next FY.   CWD Com. Spec.   
 Gather information and write an annual Communications 

Report for CWD. A summary will be provided to senior 
staff and Commission on MDWFP by the end of February.   

CWD Com. Spec. 

FEBRUARY    
  Work with Marketing Director to create an outline for a 

billboard campaign to run from September to December 
statewide, with some topics, such as carcass 
transportation, being focused in or near CWD-MZs. 

CWD Com. Spec. / 
Marketing Director  

  Create and release a press release announcing 
surveillance efforts and total number of positives 
detected in current FY deer season. Ensure CWD status is 
updated on CWD webpage.   

CWD Com. Spec.   
  

  Send an email summarizing the surveillance efforts and 
total number of positives to CWD Task Force and 
cooperating NGOs.   

CWD Com. Spec.   

  Analyze and summarize all public comments and surveys 
on CWD into an easy-to-understand report for Wildlife 
Bureau. Comments and survey data will be considered 
when revising the CWD Management Plan.   

CWD Com. Spec.   

MARCH     
  Draft a letter to send to landowners who reside within 

CWD-CZs to recruit or renew CWD-DMAP Cooperators. 
Letters should provide information on how to apply to 
become a CWD-DMAP Cooperator.   

CWD Com. Spec.   

  Meet with Marketing Director to discuss space available 
for CWD information in the Outdoor Digest.   

CWD Com. Spec.  

  Draft and send CWD information for the next FY Outdoor 
Digest to Marketing Director no later than April 1.  

CWD Com. Spec. 

APRIL     
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  Send an email summarizing the final revisions made to the  
CWD Management Plan and why these revisions were 
made to CWD Task Force and NGOs. Provide any update 
on CWD-MZ boundaries, regulations, etc.   

CWD Com. Spec.   

  Work with Marketing Director to develop a plan to 
broadcast at least three CWD-focused Radio Show 
segments during the months of September through 
December. Each show will feature CWD experts from 
other states, representatives from non-government 
organizations, or hunting celebrities who concerned 
about CWD and potential negative consequences of the 
disease.   

CWD Com. Spec.   

MAY     
  Draft and send a letter thanking sanitation engineers and 

landfills for collaborating with us to properly dispose of 
high-risk deer parts. Letter should outline the importance 
of this relationship.   

CWD Com Spec.   

  Draft or update CWD materials for distribution or display 
at public events. Materials should include: CWD pamphlet, 
CWD-MZ map handouts, CWD PowerPoint, and CWD 
stand-up displays. Please note—CWD materials should not 
be mass printed until the CWD Management Plan is 
updated, in case of any last-minute changes.   

CWD Com. Spec. 

JUNE    
  Draft and release a press release summarizing final 

management actions within CWD Management Plan, 
changes to CWD-MZs and locations of CZs, etc.   

CWD Com. Spec.   

  Send letter to landowners in newly expanded CWD-MZs to 
inform them of the CWD-MZ expansion, CWD-MZ 
regulations, and pertinent CWD information.   

CWD Com. Spec.   

  Update maps and CWD status on MDWFP website.   CWD Com. Spec.   
  Record a webinar on the CWD Management Plan and 

CWD management to be posted on the MDWFP website 
for public distribution. This webinar can also serve as a 
tool to train staff on the updated standardized CWD 
PowerPoint.   

CWD Com. Spec.   

  Meet with Human Dimension Specialist to discuss 
conducting a human dimension study on CWD.   

CWD Com. Spec.   

  Send an email to the CWD Task Force and NGOs 
summarizing all changes to CWD-MZ boundaries, new 
CWD-DMAP units/allocations, and changes to regulations.   

CWD Com. Spec.   
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  Finalize CWD materials for distribution or display at public 
events. Provide and encourage other state agencies and 
NGOs to distribute these materials at public events.   

CWD Com. Spec.   

JULY     
  Contact adjacent CWD-positive states to collaborate on 

creating print materials to educate hunters on CWD 
regulations.   

CWD Com. Spec.   

  Send finalized billboard designs to billboard company.   CWD Com. Spec.   
  Offer a statewide agency staff training on CWD and CWD 

communications in Jackson.  (multi-day) 
CWD Com. Spec./ 
CWD Coord.   

AUGUST    
  Send a letter to notify landowners they now reside in a 

CWD MZ or CZ. Letter will include information on what an 
MZ or CZ is, regulations/opportunities in MZs and CZs, and 
other information on CWD.   

CWD Com. Spec.   

 Advertise CWD-DMAP to landowners in CWD-CZs CWD Com. Spec. 

  Work with Marketing Director to create and broadcast a 
30-second PSA on CWD to local TV and radio stations 
across the state from October to January.   

CWD Com. Spec. / 
Marketing Director 

  Draft a survey for human dimensions study.   CWD Com. Spec.   
 Confirm status of participating taxidermists. CWD Coord. 
SEPTEMBER    
  Revise and post list of cooperating taxidermists on 

webpage.  
CWD Com. Spec.   

  Release a press release promoting all upcoming CWD 
public events. All events should be added to the MDWFP 
CWD webpage and promoted on social media.   

CWD Com. Spec.   

  Host a CWD public event at the MDWFP headquarters 
office, which will be streamed live (and recorded) on 
Facebook. Recorded video will be made available on the 
MDWFP website and YouTube page.   

CWD Com. Spec.   

  Advertise and conduct a Facebook Live Q&A session on 
CWD.   

CWD Com. Spec./ 
CWD Coord.   

  Collaborate with Regional Staff to host CWD public events 
across the state.  (Partner with MSU Extension?) 

CWD Com. Spec/  
Regional Staff 

  Update maps and CWD status on website. Ensure all 
hunter services (freezer locations, check stations, etc.) are 
provided on the interactive map on the CWD webpage.   

CWD Com. Spec/  
CWD Coord.   

 Meet with Mississippi Outdoors Radio host to schedule 
periodic segments on CWD issues during open deer 
season.  

CWD Com. Spec. 
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 Provide Mississippi Outdoors Radio Show a list of 
topics/updates to mention for October. 

CWD Com. Spec. 

OCTOBER    
  Collaborate with Regional Staff to host CWD public events 

across the state.  
CWD Com. Spec./  
Regional Staff  

  Advertise and conduct a Facebook Live Q&A session on 
CWD.   

CWD Com. Spec./ 
CWD Coord.   

  Conduct statewide surveys evaluating hunter perceptions, 
knowledge, attitudes, behaviors, and support for CWD 
management.   

CWD Com. Spec.   

  Broadcast 30-second public service announcement on 
CWD to local TV and radio stations within and along CWD-
MZs.   

CWD Com. Spec./  
Marketing Director  

  Confirm with billboard company that billboards are 
posted.   

CWD Com. Spec.   

 Provide Mississippi Outdoors Radio Show a list of 
topics/updates to mention for November. 

CWD Com. Spec. 

NOVEMBER    
  Send follow-up letters to landowners in CWD MZs and CZs 

to update them on the status of surveillance efforts in the 
local area and thanking them for their help.   

CWD Com. Spec.   

  Promote and conduct a Facebook Live Q&A session on 
CWD.   

CWD Com. Spec.   

  Collaborate with Regional Staff to host CWD public events 
across the state.  

CWD Com. Spec./  
Regional Staff  

 Provide Mississippi Outdoors Radio Show a list of 
topics/updates to mention for December. 

CWD Com. Spec. 

DECEMBER    
  Promote and conduct a Facebook Live Q&A session on 

CWD.  
CWD Com. Spec./  
Regional Staff 

 Provide Mississippi Outdoors Radio Show a list of 
topics/updates to mention for January. 

CWD Com. Spec. 
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Appendix B-I: Key CWD Messages  
  
Key messages for the general public:   

• CWD is a fatal brain disease that affects members of the deer family. Currently, there is no cure 
or vaccine for CWD.   

• CWD is caused by a defective protein, called a prion, that causes holes to form in the brain, 
eventually leading to death.   

• CWD is now spreading in Mississippi.   
• CWD is contagious. CWD can be spread through deer-to-deer contact or through contact with 

infected feed/land/soil. CWD remains in the soil for several years.   
• Deer infected with CWD may or may not show symptoms. On average, it takes 18-24 months 

for CWD-infected deer to show symptoms.   
• Get your deer tested! While CWD has not been found to infect humans, similar diseases such 

as Mad Cow Disease were able to jump from animals to humans. Because of this, the CDC 
recommends getting deer meat tested before you eat it, even if the animal appears healthy. 

• CWD has been shown to cause deer populations to decrease over time.   
• Together we can control CWD! This is a call to action specific to each audience. The non-

hunting public can help slow CWD by educating themselves and others, hosting a CWD public 
event, sharing MDWFP social media posts, or volunteering on a citizens advisory group. 
Hunters and landowners can help slow CWD by reporting sick looking deer, filling harvest tags 
in CWD-DMAP areas and submitting samples in collection freezers, providing access to land for 
hunters through CWD-DMAP permits, and limiting or ceasing the use of supplemental feeding 
for wildlife. 

  
Additional key messages for the hunting public:   
• The MDWFP began monitoring wild deer populations for CWD in 2002 (more than a decade 

before CWD was first detected in Mississippi). Surveillance efforts include sampling hunter 
harvested deer, road killed deer, escaped captive cervids, and clinical suspects. Since 2002, the 
MDWFP has sampled and tested more than 36,000 deer.   

• CWD Management Zones (CWD-MZs) exist around known cases of CWD.  Within CWD-MZs, 
specific regulations apply to help prevent the spread of CWD.   

• CWD expansion will reduce survival, which leads to fewer deer and fewer hunting 
opportunities.   

• Experiences in other states indicate that, without proactive management actions, the CWD 
infection rate will increase over time.  

• Options to manage CWD are limited; where success has occurred, management actions 
reduced deer populations using increased hunter harvest and targeted removal of deer in the 
absence of supplemental feeding/baiting or sources of artificial congregation.   

• The MDWFP will use a combination of increased hunter harvest and targeted removals 
(selective culling) around recent isolated cases of CWD to lower the probability of CWD 
becoming established in new areas and to determine the extent of CWD in the local area.   
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• The MDWFP will provide hunters with the first opportunity to reduce deer populations through 
extra permits and/or increased bag limits. If hunters do not harvest enough deer in the target 
area to reduce deer populations to a desired amount, targeted removal may be considered.   

• Targeted removals are small-scale operations that will not occur on a statewide or countywide 
level. On average, targeted removals will occur within one to two miles of a new CWD 
detection. All deer harvested via targeted removals will be tested for CWD and an effort will be 
made to donate venison from non-detected deer to local food banks or cooperating 
landowners.   
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Appendix B-II: MDWFP Radio Show  
  
The Mississippi Outdoors Radio Show will provide weekly updates, news, tips, and general information on 
hunting, trapping, outdoor recreation, and wildlife management.   
Shows will be hosted by Adam Butler.   
Shows will feature a variety of guests, including but not limited to:   

• Other state wildlife agency officials (for example, biologists, veterinarians)   
• Representatives from non-government organizations (for example, National Deer Alliance, 

National Wild Turkey Federation)  
• Professional hunters or hunting outfitters   

Shows will cover a variety of topics, including but not limited to:   

• Habitat and Wildlife Management   
• Wildlife Diseases; Chronic Wasting Disease 1) shows at least once monthly from June to 

September to mention CWD. 2) All shows during October through February will mention 
CWD and provide an update 

• Shooting Sports   
• Hunting and Trapping Information  
• State Parks, State Lakes, and WMAs 

 

Shows will be available to the public in both audio and video format (via Facebook).  
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Appendix B-III: Regional CWD Communications  
  

Strategy  Action Item   Timeline  
Provide regular and consistent updates on CWD to various media outlets within 
region.   

  

  Report any new isolated CWD detections or “flyers” that will result in 
the creation of a new CWD-MZ. 

As needed  

  Provide updates on CWD status via news releases (to include number 
and location of CWD positives) within region; where applicable extend 
news release coverage into adjacent states.   

As needed  

  Identify and invite outdoor writers who show interest in writing about 
CWD efforts to participate in CWD field operations.   

September to 
February   

  Utilize interview opportunities prior to and during hunting season on 
local TV, radio, and social media venues as an outreach opportunity to 
highlight CWD field operations.   

June to 
February   

  Provide 30-second hunting reminders, PSAs and updates to local TV, 
radio, and social media venues.   

June to  
February 

 January Rent advertising space to promote CWD events and raise awareness of 
CWD and CWD-MZ boundaries among local resident and non-resident 
hunters.   

June to  
February 

Offer CWD public events tailored to the different CWD areas (for example, no 
CWD, CWD-MZ) within a region.   

  

  Provide one public event within any CWD-MZ newly established within 
a region.   

June to October  

  Offer additional public events within CWD-MZs no later than mid-
October.   

June to October  

  Offer CWD-MZ or CZ maps for respective region(s) at CWD public 
events.   

June to October  

  Offer CWD multi-page pamphlet at CWD public events.    June to October  
  Promote all public events through local media outlets no later than two 

weeks prior to planned event.   
May to October  

Maintain regular State Biologist and Conservation Officer visitations at existing 
hunting clubs and other known conservation organizations.   

  

  Attendance at hunting club meetings located within CWD-MZs are a 
priority after the final management direction has been approved.   

June to October   

  Provide hunting clubs with informational packets and CWD maps.   June to October   

  Provide monthly CWD email updates to all hunting clubs.   January to 
December   

  Provide a monthly CWD letter with updates to all hunting clubs without 
email accounts.   

January to 
December  

Provide regular and consistent updates on CWD to legislative bodies.     
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  Send email updates on CWD status or CWD management to respective 
regional state representatives, prior to or in conjunction with news 
releases.   

As needed   

  Notify state representatives of newly detected CWD positives that 
would either establish a CWD-MZ or expand a CWD-MZ in their 
respective region.   

As needed  

  Hold meetings to update state representatives on CWD and CWD 
management.    

As needed  

  Ensure CWD print materials and maps are provided to each local and 
state representative office by August of each license year.   

September  
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Appendix C: Chronic Wasting Disease Management Actions Timeline 
 
 

MONTH  Action Item  
JANUARY    
  Schedule CWD sample collections with enclosure. 

 Collect CWD samples from freezers, roadkill, taxidermists, target animals, and 
other opportunist sources. 

 Review CWD website. Update as needed.   

 Review proposed CWD legislation. 

FEBRUARY   
  Collect and store CWD drop off freezers. 

  Collect CWD samples from enclosures.   

  Review CWD website. Update as needed.   

  Collect CWD samples from freezers, roadkill, taxidermists, target animals, and 
other opportunist sources. 

 Conduct statewide surveys evaluating hunter perceptions, knowledge, 
attitudes, behaviors, and support for CWD management.   

MARCH    

  CWD after action review meeting.   
  Collects samples from target animals.   

  Update CWD presentation for staff delivery.   

APRIL    

  Submit recommended CWD regulation changes.   
  Review CWD Management Plan.   
 Collect samples from target animals.   

 Review and compile relevant CWD research. 

MAY    

  Review CWD website. Update as needed.   
  Collect samples from target animals.   

JUNE   

  Review other states’ CWD current management status, practices, and 
successes. 

  Establish countywide and statewide sampling goals. 

  Communicate statewide goals to MSU diagnostics lab.   

  Run CWD Zone Delineation Tool to assess zone boundary. 



 

77  

  Prepare CWD update for Cervid Working Group.   

 Collect samples from target animals.   

JULY    

  CWD planning meeting.   
  Collect samples from target animals.   

  Order CWD supplies.   

AUGUST   

  Review CWD website. Update as needed.   
  Collect samples from target animals.   

  Update CWD presentation for staff delivery.   

SEPTEMBER   
  Conduct CWD pre-season meeting.   
  Contact CWD drop-off freezer locations if needed and distribute freezers.  

  Distribute CWD collection supplies to personnel.   

  Contact permitted taxidermists.   

 Distribute sample collection supplies to taxidermists. 

  Distribute CWD-DMAP tags.   

  Collect samples from target animals.   

 Conduct statewide surveys evaluating hunter perceptions, knowledge, 
attitudes, behaviors, and support for CWD management.   

OCTOBER   

  Review CWD website. Update as needed.   
  Collect CWD samples from freezers, roadkill, taxidermists, target animals, and 

other opportunist sources. 
NOVEMBER   

  Review CWD website. Update as needed.   
  Collect CWD samples from freezers, roadkill, taxidermists, target animals, and 

other opportunist sources. 
DECEMBER   

  Review CWD website. Update as needed.   
  Collect CWD samples from freezers, roadkill, taxidermists, target animals, and 

other opportunist sources. 
  



 

78  

  

 

Appendix D: 2017-2018 Deer Hunter Survey  
 
 

Constant Contact Survey Results 
Survey Name: 2017-2018 Deer Hunter Survey 

Response Status: Partial & Completed 

Filter: None 

8/30/2018 7:37 AM CDT 
 
 
 
 
 

 Do you hunt white-tailed deer in Mississippi? 
 
Answer 

 
0% 

 
100% 

Number of 
Response(s) 

Response 
Ratio 

Yes   12253 93.3 % 

No   837 6.3 % 

No Response(s)  37 <1 % 
  Totals 13127 100% 

 
 
 
 
 

TextBlock: 
 

WHITE-TAILED DEER 
HUNTING 

 
 
 
 
 

  Do you hunt white-tailed deer primarily with archery equipment or firearms? 
 
Answer 

 
0% 

 
100% 

Number of Response 
Response(s)  Ratio 

Archery   1873 14.2 % 

Firearms   10183 77.5 % 

No Response(s)   1071 8.1 % 
Totals 13127 100% 
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Answer 

 
0% 

 
100% 

Number of Response 
Response(s)  Ratio 

Yes   9605 73.1 % 

No   2445 18.6 % 

No Response(s)   1077 8.2 % 
Totals 13127 100% 

 
 
  
 
 

Currently, regulations pertaining to the feeding of wild animals outside of wildlife enclosures allow above 
ground covered feeders to be in the line of sight of a hunter, but the feeder must be 100 yards or greater 
from the hunter. Should the 100-yard distance be: 

 
Answer 

 
0% 

 
100% 

Number of Response 
Response(s)  Ratio 

Less   4893 37.2 % 

Greater   747 5.6 % 

Feeder not in the line of sight   1712 13.0 % 
No change to current 
regulations 

  4692 35.7 % 
 

No Response(s)   1083 8.2 % 
Totals 13127 100% 

 
 
 
 
 

TextBlock: 
 

CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE 

 
On February 9, 2018, Mississippi discovered Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in Issaquena County. CWD is fatal disease in deer 
known to be transmitted through saliva, feces, and urine. 

 
 
 
 
 

Have you heard of, and are familiar with, Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD)? 
 
Answer 

 
0% 

 
100% 

Number of Response 
Response(s)  Ratio 

Yes   11263 85.8 % 

No   607 4.6 % 

No Response(s)   1257 9.5 % 
Totals 13127 100% 

  Do you support the use of supplemental feeding for white-tailed deer? 
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Answer 

 
0% 

 
100% 

Number of 
Response(s) 

Response 
Ratio 

Concerned about CWD   10018 76.3 % 

Not concerned about CWD   591 4.5 % 

I am undecided   1261 9.6 % 

No Response(s)   1257 9.5 % 
    Totals 13127 100% 

 
 
 
 
 

Do you hunt within the 6 counties included in the CWD management zone (Issaquena, Warren, Hinds, 
Yazoo, Sharkey, Claiborne)? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If yes, how will hunting change for you within 
the CWD management zone next season? 

   Hunters and deer managers should be: 

 
Answer 

 
0% 

 
100% 

Number of Response 
Response(s)  Ratio 

Yes   2572 19.5 % 

No   9296 70.8 % 

No Response(s)   1259 9.5 % 
Totals 13127 100% 

 

 
Answer 

 
0% 

     
100% 

Number of 
Response(s) 

Response 
Ratio 

It will not change at all       2464 18.7 % 
I would get any deer       828 6.3 % 
harvested in the 
management zone tested for 
CWD 

        

I will be hunting outside of       1204 9.1 % 
the CWD zone next season         

I will hunt less within the 
CWD management zone 

      235 1.7 % 

I will not be hunting at all       259 1.9 % 

No Response(s)       8137 61.9 % 
      Totals 13127 100% 
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   How will hunting change for you outside of the CWD Management Zone next season in regard to CWD? 
 
Answer 

 
0% 

 
100% 

Number of 
Response(s) 

Response 
Ratio 

It will not change at all   9559 72.8 % 
I would like to get any deer 
harvested tested for CWD 

  1911 14.5 % 
 

I will hunt less  224 1.7 % 

I will not be hunting at all  167 1.2 % 

No Response(s)   1266 9.6 % 
     Totals 13127 100% 

 
 
 
 
 

Comments: 
 

1940 Response(s) 
 
 
Constant Contact Survey Results 
Survey Name: 2017-2018 Deer Hunter Survey for Social Media 

Response Status: Partial & Completed 

Filter: None 

8/30/2018 7:37 AM CDT 
 
 
 
 
 

   Do you hunt white-tailed deer in Mississippi? 
 
Answer 

 
0% 

 
100% 

Number of 
Response(s) 

Response 
Ratio 

Yes   2639 98.2 % 

No  40 1.4 % 

No Response(s)  6 <1 % 
 Totals 2685 100% 

 
 
 
 
 

TextBlock: 
 

WHITE-TAILED DEER 
HUNTING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

82  

 
 

 
Answer 

 
0% 

 
100% 

Number of Response 
Response(s)  Ratio 

Yes   2078 77.3 % 

No   499 18.5 % 

No Response(s)   108 4.0 % 
Totals 2685 100% 

 
 
 
 

   Do you hunt white-tailed deer primarily with archery equipment or firearms? 
 
Answer 

 
0% 

 
100% 

Number of Response 
Response(s)  Ratio 

Archery   751 27.9 % 

Firearms   1826 68.0 % 

No Response(s)   108 4.0 % 
Totals 2685 100% 

 
 
 
 
 

Currently, regulations pertaining to the feeding of wild animals outside of wildlife enclosures allow above 
ground covered feeders to be in the line of sight of a hunter, but the feeder must be 100 yards or greater 
from the hunter. Should the 100-yard distance be: 

 
Answer 

 
0% 

 
100% 

Number of 
Response(s) 

Response 
Ratio 

Less   1323 49.2 % 

Greater   117 4.3 % 

Feeder not in the line of sight   343 12.7 % 
No change to current 
regulations 

  793 29.5 % 
 

No Response(s)   109 4.0 % 
     Totals 2685 100% 

 
 
 
 

TextBlock: 
 

CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE 

 
On February 9, 2018, Mississippi discovered Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in Issaquena County. CWD is fatal disease in deer 
known to be transmitted through saliva, feces, and urine. 

 
 
 
 

   Have you heard of, and are familiar with, Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD)? 
 
Answer 

 
0% 

 
100% 

Number of Response 
Response(s)  Ratio 

Yes   2368 88.1 % 

No   129 4.8 % 

No Response(s)   188 7.0 % 
Totals 2685 100% 

   Do you support the use of supplemental feeding for white-tailed deer? 
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Answer 

 
0% 

 
100% 

Number of 
Response(s) 

Response 
Ratio 

Concerned about CWD   1883 70.1 % 

Not concerned about CWD   251 9.3 % 

I am undecided   364 13.5 % 

No Response(s)   187 6.9 % 
     Totals 2685 100% 

 
 
 
 
 

Do you hunt within the 6 counties included in the CWD management zone (Issaquena, Warren, Hinds,  
Yazoo, Sharkey, Claiborne)? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If yes, how will hunting change for you within 
the CWD management zone next season? 

   Hunters and deer managers should be: 

 
Answer 

 
0% 

 
100% 

Number of Response 
Response(s)  Ratio 

Yes   692 25.7 % 

No   1806 67.2 % 

No Response(s)   187 6.9 % 
Totals 2685 100% 

 

 
Answer 

 
0% 

 
100% 

Number of Response 
Response(s)  Ratio 

It will not change at all   757 28.1 % 
I would get any deer 
harvested in the 
management zone tested for 
CWD 

  187 6.9 % 
 

I will be hunting outside of 
the CWD zone next season 

  201 7.4 % 
 

I will hunt less within the 
CWD management zone 

 61 2.2 % 

I will not be hunting at all  59 2.1 % 

No Response(s)   1420 52.8 % 
Totals 2685 100% 
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How will hunting change for you outside of the CWD Management Zone next season in regard to 
CWD? 

 
Answer 

 
0% 

 
100% 

Number of 
Response(s) 

Response 
Ratio 

It will not change at all   2036 75.8 % 
I would like to get any deer 
harvested tested for CWD 

  381 14.1 % 
 

I will hunt less  29 1.0 % 

I will not be hunting at all  51 1.8 % 

No Response(s)   188 7.0 % 
     Totals 2685 100% 

 
 
 
 
 

Comments: 
 

633 Response(s) 
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Appendix E: Chronic Wasting Disease Regulation Timeline 
*Did not report regulations on deer/dogs or antler restrictions. 

2002 

Title 2, Part 101, Subpart 2, Chapter 06, Rule 102.01 Current MBAH regulations require registration of all 
exotic livestock facilities. 

Title 2, Part 101, Subpart 2, Chapter 06, Rule 103 A person keeping Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) 
susceptible cervids must comply with this rule. The person must keep complete herd records, including 
records related to animals entering or leaving the herd. 

Title 2, Part 101, Subpart 2, Chapter 06, Rule 104 Under current rules, no person may import a deer, elk, 
or other cervid into Mississippi without a permit from MBAH. Additionally, it is illegal to import white-
tailed deer into Mississippi. 

Title 2, Part 101, Subpart 2, Chapter 06, Rule 105.01 CWD-Susceptible Animals may only move within 
the state if they originate from a herd that has been granted a CWD Herd Monitored Status from the 
State Veterinarian's Office, and are identified with an approved method of identification. 

Title 2, Part 101, Subpart 2, Chapter 06, Rule 106 This rule requires CWD testing of red deer, elk, and elk 
hybrids. 

§ 49-7-54: Importation and translocation of white-tailed deer into state prohibited. Commission granted 
authority to exempt University Research Facilities. Commission required to develop regulations with 
emphasis on preventing the introduction of diseases. 

House Bill 533, Allow deer hunting over grains. Failed to pass. MS Senate Bill 2735, Prohibit canned 
hunts for native animals in which the game have no opportunity to avoid the hunter. Passed 

House Bill 791, Allow use of deer feeders if permitted by MDWFP. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 860, Allow hunting over bait in certain counties. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1107, Permit hunting of deer over corn and other supplemental feed under certain 
circumstances. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2357, Allow the feeding of deer. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 3006, An act to direct the Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks to conduct a study on 
hunting enclosures of native game and to report to the legislature. Failed to pass. 

2003  

§ 49-1-29:  Powers and duties of commission and executive director. Amendment to require CWD 
testing of white-tailed deer harvested within any enclosure; to grant wildlife personnel authority to 
access the property and depopulate white-tailed deer within an enclosure where CWD has been 
diagnosed; and to grant wildlife personnel authority to access the property and utilize lethal collection 
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methods to obtain tissue samples for testing where CWD has been diagnosed within five (5) miles of the 
enclosure. 

§ 49-7-54: Aamendment states a person who violates this section is guilty of a Class I violation. 

§ 49-7-58: Temporary moratorium on importation of elk, red deer, mule deer, black-tailed deer, and 
other cervids designated susceptible to CWD. 

§ 49-7-58.1: Regulations pertaining to enclosures containing white-tailed deer. 

§ 49-7-58.2: Program of inspecting, monitoring, testing, and preventing chronic wasting disease. 

§ 69-15-9, § 69-15-109, § 49-1-29, § 49-7-54, § 49-11-3  

Declare a temporary moratorium on the importation of certain cervids susceptible to CWD. 

Authorize the Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks, the Department of Wildlife, Fisheries 
and Parks, the Commissioner of Agriculture, the Board of Animal Health, and the State 
Veterinarian to implement such moratorium. 

Require such agencies to cooperate and coordinate efforts to prevent the introduction of CWD 
into the state. 

Empower such agencies to inspect, monitor and test animals in enclosures for CWD. 

Provide a penalty for violations of the moratorium.  

Increase the penalty for illegal importation of white-tailed deer. 

Regulate enclosures preventing the free egress of white-tailed deer. 

Require owners of such enclosures to notify the Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks for 
the purpose of monitoring CWD. 

Require such owners to comply with any required testing of harvested deer; to authorize the 
department to depopulate deer within an enclosure if CWD is diagnosed. 

Provide penalties for failure to comply with enclosure restrictions. 

Require owners to keep records. 

Authorize the department of wildlife, fisheries and parks to dispose of animals under certain 
conditions. 

Authorize the Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks to test deer within enclosures for 
CWD and to depopulate deer in an enclosure where CWD is found. 

Require owners of certain enclosures to comply with CWD testing and to provide penalties for 
failure to comply. 
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Clarify authority of the Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks to regulate hunting of 
cervids within commercial wildlife enclosures. 

Authorize the Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks to regulate hunting of cervids in 
noncommercial wildlife enclosures. 

House Bill 50, Allow deer hunting over grains. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 443, Allow deer hunting over bait in certain counties. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 528, Permit deer hunting over corn and other supplemental feed under certain 
circumstances. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 549, Allow use of deer feeders if permitted by MDWFP. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1078, Unlawful to snare, trap, catch, or capture deer.  Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2523, Direct Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks to study and report on hunting 
enclosures of native game. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2528, Authorize MDWFP to combat CWD. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2780, Require enclosures to keep records and test for CWD. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2860. Increase penalty for hunting deer with the aid of bait. Failed to pass. 

2004 

House Bill 359, Allow use of feeders if permitted by MDWFP. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 500, Allow deer hunting over grains. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1019, Allow hunting near feed if feed not in sight of hunter. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1040, Illegal to hunt within enclosure constructed on or after July 1, 2004. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1044, Allow deer hunting over bait. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1199, Authorize deer hunting over corn, grain, or supplemental feed. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1529, Establish pilot project for deer hunting over bait. Failed to pass. 

2005 

House Bill 894, Establish pilot project allowing deer hunting over grain. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1215, Deer hunting over bait subject to rules of Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks. 
Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1416, Allow deer hunting over bait. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2846, Allow hunting of deer with feeders. Failed to pass. 
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Senate Bill 2900 Allow baiting of deer with corn. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2908, Provide Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks to allow baiting of deer on private 
lands. Failed to pass. 

2006 

House Bill 490, Legalize deer hunting over bait. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 995, Allow deer hunting over corn. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1089, Establish pilot project to hunt deer over grain. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1144, Require MDWFP to inventory wildlife enclosures. Passed.  

House Bill 1177, Clarify law prohibiting baiting of deer. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2257, Allow hunting deer over corn with permit. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2495, Provide Commission on MDWFP to allow baiting of deer on private lands. Failed to 
pass. 

Senate Bill 2496, Allow baiting of deer with corn. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2794, Remove dated requirement on hunting enclosures. Failed to pass. 

2007  

§ 49-7-58: Aamendment states a second or subsequent violation under this section shall be punished by 
the maximum fine. 

§ 49-7-58.1: Aamendment changed Class II violation to Class I violation. 

§ 79-15-29. Prohibit dumping of dead wildlife on roads, highways, or private property without owner’s 
permission. 

House Bill 423, Create pilot program to allow hunting over grain. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 606, Legalize hunting over bait. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 623, Clarify law prohibiting baiting. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 219, Define terms and clarify placement of bait to aid in deer hunting. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1385, Allow deer hunting over corn. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2899, Revise penalties for hunting enclosure violations. Passed.  

2008 

House Bill 1089, Extend deer hunting season if baiting is not allowed. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1285, Reduce penalty for hunting deer over bait. Failed to pass. 
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Senate Bill 2290, Allow the baiting of deer. Failed to pass. 

2009 

House Bill 3, Extend repealer on MDWFP’s authority to regulate wildlife enclosures. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 4, Extend repealer on MDWFP’s authority to regulate wild enclosures. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2609, Allow taking of deer with bait. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2734, Extend repealer on MDWFP’s authority to regulate wild enclosures to 2012. Passed. 

Senate Bill 2943, Grant authority to MDWFP to develop and implement mandatory tagging and 
reporting of deer harvest for nonresidents. Passed. 

2010 

§ 49-7-33.1;  

The Commission shall allow the taking of deer with supplemental feed on private lands and may 
place any reasonable restrictions on such taking. 

The Commission shall take any action it deems necessary and use its emergency powers to 
prevent the introduction of disease, to control disease, to eradicate disease, and to manage the 
taking of deer with the use of supplemental feed. 

The Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks shall study and analyze all relevant data and 
issues with regard to the taking of deer with the supplemental feed program, including, but not 
limited to, the impact that the program has upon the health and density of deer populations and 
other wildlife, its effect on surrounding habitat, the effectiveness of wildlife law enforcement, 
the extent to which hunters who participate in the program are successful in harvesting deer and 
are supportive of the program, the perception of the program by the general public, and the 
extent to which the program has a favorable impact on economic development and tourism. 

 

House Bill 203, Delete repealer on Commission’s authority to allow baiting and establish deer 
management zones. Require the Commission to allow the taking of deer with use of supplemental feed.  
Passed. (Added exemption to law that prohibits baiting, stating that taking animals with supplemental 
feed is allowed.) 

House Bill 1084, Delete repealer that allows Commission on MDWFP to permit taking of animals with 
the aid of bait. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1137, Expand Commission’s authority to allow any method of take on DMAP properties 
October 1 through January 31. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 3089, Create task force to study and make recommendations on white-tailed deer enclosures 
and breeding pens and the white-tailed deer breeding industry. Recommend safeguards to protect 
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native wildlife and deer within such enclosures. Determine the economic impact of potential 
development of white-tailed deer breeding industry. Passed. 

2011 

Senate Bill 2530, Create regulations to permit and operate white-tailed deer breeding pens under 
authority of the State Veterinarian. Allowing importation of cervids and reproductive material. Failed to 
pass. 

2012 

House Bill 247, Extend deer season until February 15th. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 756, Extend repealer on Commission’s authority to regulate enclosures until 2014.  Passed. 

House Bill 1432, Define “deer” as a white-tailed deer outside of a breeding pen or enclosure, allow 
purchase/sale/transfer of deer, require Commission to approve the importation or translocation of live 
white-tailed deer into the state. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1440, Define “deer” as a white-tailed deer outside of a breeding pen or enclosure, allow 
purchase/sale/transfer of deer, require commission to approve the importation or translocation of live 
white-tailed deer into the state. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2325, Extend repealer on Commission’s authority to regulate hunting of non-native cervids in 
enclosures and increase the penalty for violations. 

Senate Bill 2554, Create regulations to permit and operate white-tailed deer breeding pens under 
authority of the State Veterinarian. Allowing importation of cervids and reproductive material. Failed to 
pass. 

Senate Bill 2555, Allow importation of deer and reproductive parts, allow selling/trading of deer, 
transfer enclosed deer to ownership of landowner. Failed to pass. 

2013 

House Bill 226, Allow deer hunting over bait during any open season. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1032, Require Commission to authorize hunting over corn with a lifetime sportsman license. 
Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1139, Allow weapon of choice on private lands during select primitive weapons seasons. 
Passed. 

Senate Bill 2048, Allow use of crossbow or bow and arrow during any open season on deer. Passed. 

2014 
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House Bill 391, Delete repealer on Commission’s authority to regulate hunting of nonnative cervids 
within commercial and noncommercial enclosures and authority to regulate all wild animal enclosures. 
Passed. 

House Bill 719, Provide Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks authority to set bag limits on white-
tailed deer. Passed. 

House Bill 976, Allow hunting of deer over bait during any open season on deer. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1225, Remove all restrictions on hunting with supplemental feed. Failed to pass. (Remove 
MDWFP rule on 100 yard distance and out of direct line of sight via natural vegetation) 

House Bill 1339, Place moratorium on establishment and operation of all cervid enclosures. Failed to 
pass. 

Senate Bill 2144, Repeal date of provision law that authorizes Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries, and 
Parks to regulate hunting of nonnative cervids in noncommercial wildlife enclosures, remove 2014 
repeal date that grants Commission plenary power to regulate all commercial and noncommercial wild 
animal enclosures, authorize commission to regulate any facility that prevents free ingress and egress of 
native or nonnative cervids. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2146, Grant Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks plenary power to set deer bag 
limits. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2309, Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks may not specify type of feed for deer on 
private lands. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2393, Allow use of corn year-round for deer feed. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2770, Transfer regulation over certain aspects of white-tailed deer enclosures to Mississippi 
Board of Animal Health. Failed to pass. (Focus on disease sampling, sample collection, and disease 
prevention) 

2015  

40 Miss. Admin. Code, Part 2, Rule 8.5: Decommission of enclosures containing white-tailed deer. 

House Bill 794, Allow hunting over bait during any open deer season. Failed to pass.  

House Bill 864, Remove distance requirement for hunting near feeders and impose $20.00 permit per 
feeder. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 891, Prohibit commission on MDWFP from adopting restrictions on taking of deer over 
feeders on private lands. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2444, Resident or Nonresident guests of title owners do not need license on those lands. 
Failed to pass. 
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Senate Bill 2445, Prohibit Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks from adopting certain restrictions 
on taking of deer over supplemental feed on private lands. Failed to pass. 

2016  

40 Miss. Admin. Code, Part 2, Rule 2.7: Prohibition on Cervid Carcass Importation/Exportation, to 
Protect Mississippi from CWD. 

House Bill 818, Authorize MDWFP to end or shorten open seasons due to high water or other exigent 
circumstances. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1150, Authorize MDWFP to end or shorten open seasons due to high water or other exigent 
circumstances. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1164, MDWFP shall establish mandatory tagging and reporting for deer and turkey. Failed to 
pass. 

2017  

Wildlife Bureau presented CWD information to the Commission and requested changes to Rule 8.2 and 
mentioned the need for mandatory harvest reporting. 

House Bill 1028, Require MDWFP to establish program for the tagging of deer and turkey. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2646, Revise requirements for issuing depredation permits. MDWFP shall assist and provide 
means to salvage meat. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2665, Require MDWFP to identify existing and needed wildlife corridors. Failed to pass. 

2018  

Pursuant to the Order of the Executive Director on behalf of the Commission, supplemental feeding and 
establishment of mineral sites was banned in the following counties: Claiborne, Hinds, Issaquena, 
Sharkey, Warren, and Yazoo. 

Rule 2.7 was amended to state that cervid carcasses may not be transported outside of the CWD zone. 

Amendment to Rule 2.7 to prohibit importation of cervid carcasses from any state, regardless of CWD 
status. 

40 Miss. Admin. Code, Part 2, Rule 8.2: Regulations for Enclosures Preventing the Free Ingress and 
Egress of Wild Animals. 

40 Miss. Admin. Code, Part 2, Rule 2.8: Prohibition on Use of Natural Cervid Urine beginning July 1, 
2019. 

The CWD-MZ was expanded to include Benton, Lafayette, Marshall, Pontotoc, Tippah, and Union 
counties; all portions of Alcorn, Lee, and Prentiss counties west of Hwy 45; and all portions of DeSoto 
and Tate counties east of I-55. 
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House Bill 1188, Require MDWFP to develop harvest reporting program for deer and turkey. Failed to 
pass. 

House Bill 1389, Require owners of white-tailed deer enclosures to make application to and receive 
permit from MDWFP. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1390, Create harvest reporting program for deer and turkey. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2116, Require MDWFP to identify existing and needed wildlife corridors. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2491, Revise requirements for issuing depredation permits. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2750, Recommend an assessment of the value of Mississippi natural resources and wildlife 
corridors. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2751, Require the Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks to identify existing and 
needed wildlife corridors. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2920, Enact a moratorium on construction and expansion of white-tailed deer enclosures. 
Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2921, Require owners of white-tailed deer enclosures to apply to the Department of Wildlife, 
Fisheries, and Parks for a permit. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2922, Require Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks to establish a mandatory harvest 
reporting program for deer and turkey. Failed to pass. 

2019  

40 Miss Admin. Code, Part 2, Rule 8.6: Enclosures that prevent the free ingress & egress of white-tailed 
deer – Administrative Quarantine. 

Rule 2.8 was amended to leave the natural deer urine ban in place with the exception of natural deer 
urine products that have been certified by the Archery Trade Association (ATA). The record reflects that 
the Department’s wildlife biologists and related staff are opposed to amending the rule to except ATA-
certified natural deer urine products from the ban.  

House Bill 768, Establish procedures to limit the spread of Chronic Wasting Disease. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2024, Require owners of white-tailed deer enclosures to apply to the MDWFP for a permit. 
Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2266, Recommend an assessment of the value of Mississippi natural resources and wildlife 
corridors. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2431, Require the Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks to identify existing and 
needed wildlife corridors. Failed to pass. 
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Senate Bill 2467, Prohibit use of certain scents and the supplemental feeding of deer outside registered 
enclosures. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2519, Require the Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks to identify existing and 
needed wildlife corridors. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2631, Recommend an assessment of the value of Mississippi's natural resources. Failed to 
pass. 

Senate Bill 2741, Revise requirements for deer depredation permits and require deer harvested to be 
tested for CWD. Failed to pass. 

2020  

§ 49-7-NEW: The CWD testing of white-tailed deer harvested within any enclosure is required by law. 
First violation is a Class II violation, and subsequent violations are Class I. 

Changes to Rule 2.2 to be able to issue DMAP CWD Tags to private lands within 3-mile radius of known 
CWD-positive animals. 

Changes to Rule 2.2 to be able to mandate sample collection during two-day periods in three regions of 
the state with previously deficient sampling. 

Proposed amendments to Rule 2.9 - CWD Management Zone Delineation and Rule 2.7 – Cervid Carcass 
Importation/Exportation, was tabled due to public comment until a new CWD Management Plan could 
be drafted. 

House Bill 450, Require CWD testing of white-tailed deer harvested in enclosures, and designate Class I 
and II violations. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1539, Require Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks to create harvest reporting 
program  for white-tailed deer and wild turkey. Failed to pass. 

House Bill 1560, Prohibit hunting deer with dogs in any county included in a CWD-MZ. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2003, Require the Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks to identify existing and 
needed wildlife corridors. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2276, Revise requirements for deer depredation permits and require deer harvested to be 
tested for CWD. Failed to pass. 

Senate Bill 2313, Prohibit use of certain scents and the supplemental feeding of deer outside registered 
enclosures. Failed to pass. 

2021 

Senate Bill 382, Require enclosure owners to submit CWD samples for one deer per 200 acres, removes 
language mandating testing of all suspect CWD deer inside breeding pens, Remove mandate for 
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depopulation of CWD-positive facilities, and prohibit declaration of a CWD zone within five miles of a 
captive positive detection until CWD is confirmed within five miles of the enclosure. Passed. 
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Appendix F: Chronic Wasting Disease Events Timeline 
 
2017 

January – A tornado destroyed 6,000+ feet of a 420-acre illegal deer enclosure in Lamar County. The 
enclosure owner was convicted of illegally importing live deer from Texas (a CWD-positive state).  

September – Commission approved the CWD Response Plan. 

October - MDWFP began sampling relative to the county goals in the CWD Response Plan and solicited 
reports of diseased deer. 

October – Five CWD drop-off freezers were set up in Lamar County within five miles of the illegal 
enclosure whose fence was destroyed by a tornado. 

November – Wildlife Bureau presented CWD information to the Commission and requested changes to 
Rule 8.2 and mentioned the need for mandatory harvest reporting. 

2018 

February – Mississippi discovers CWD for the first time. A 4.5-year-old buck from Issaquena County 
tested positive for CWD. 

February – Permissions from landowners and the Corps of Engineers were obtained in order to collect 
60 samples within a five mile perimeter of the CWD positive deer. 

March – 183 samples were taken with the CWD-MZ and results were “not detected” for CWD. 

March – A public meeting on CWD was held in Vicksburg, with more than 300 attendees and over 
10,000 views of the meeting online. 

June – MSU Veterinary Research and Diagnostic Lab in Pearl, has been approved to receive funding to 
purchase and provide a technician to test CWD samples in the future. 

July – Targeted removal ended with 1,200+ samples and no additional detections. 

July – CWD tri-fold pamphlet was presented to include best management practices, regulations, 
sampling collection locations. 

July – A goal of 5,000 samples was set for the 2018-2019 hunting season. 

July – MDWFP participated in a “CWD Roundtable” with Arkansas and Louisiana. 

August – Public meeting on CWD held in Vicksburg at Warren Central High School on CWD. 

September – A request was made to the State Legislature to help fund CWD testing during the last 
Session, but none was appropriated. 

September – 14 CWD drop-off freezers were set up throughout the state. 
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October – A clinical buck in Pontotoc County tested positive for CWD. 

November – A hunter-harvested doe on Mahannah WMA in Issaquena County was confirmed positive 
for CWD. 

November – MDWFP hosted a public meeting at North Pontotoc Attendance Center in Ecru. 

December – CWD was confirmed in Marshall and Benton counties. 

December – A CWD public meeting was held in Holly Springs. 

December – An additional 12 CWD drop-off freezers were set up throughout the state, making 26 total 
CWD drop-off freezers available to the public statewide. 

2019 

January – CWD was confirmed in Tennessee near the Mississippi state line. 

February – CWD was confirmed in Tallahatchie and Panola counties. 

September – An additional 10 CWD drop-off freezers were setup, making 36 total CWD drop-off freezers 
available to the public statewide. 

2020 

February – Special two-day hunting season in all counties in the North Mississippi CWD –MZ with more 
than 600 samples collected. 

October – An additional 10 CWD drop-off freezers were set up throughout the state, making 46 total 
CWD drop-off freezers available to the public statewide. 

October – CWD-DMAP three-mile tags were implemented. 

November – Mandatory CWD sampling weekends were implemented in three regions of the state from 
November through January. Hunter participation was extremely poor. 

2021 

January – CWD was confirmed in Tippah and Alcorn counties. 
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