
WMA Spotlight
TALLAHALA Wildlife Management Area

Location

Tallahala Wildlife Management Area (WMA) is a 27,400-acre 
property within Bienville National Forest. Located in Jasper, 
Scott, Smith, and Newton counties, the headquarters is on Coun-
ty Road 23, approximately 6 miles northwest of Montrose.

HISTORY

Most land acquisitions that comprise the Bienville National 
Forest were purchased from four lumber companies in 1934. 
Previously known as Jasper County Wildlife Refuge, the 
178,000-acre forest is owned and managed by U.S. Forest Ser-
vice (USFS), and it includes Bienville, Caney Creek, and Talla-
hala WMAs. These areas are cooperatively managed by USFS 
and Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
(MDWFP). Between 2016 and 2019, southern pine beetle activ-
ity killed approximately 16,000 acres of pines throughout Bien-
ville National Forest, including 1,000 acres on Tallahala WMA.
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Southern Pine Beetle Epidemic — National Forests in Mississippi 

The Southern Pine Beetle Epidemic 
In July, Forest Health scientists advised that the 

southern pine beetle outbreak was unprecedented 
in scope with activity progressing at breakneck 
speed with infestations rapidly escalating in size, co-
alescing, and decimating whole plantations. 

Surveys found more than 3,500 bug spots on the 
Homochitto Ranger District (southwest), Bienville 
Ranger District (central), Tombigbee Ranger District 
and the Holly Springs Ranger District (north).  

Scientists believe there are several reasons for this 
severe outbreak including 

 southern pine beetle is a cyclical outbreak spe-
cies, which becomes an area-wide and aggres-
sive tree-killer during outbreaks, 

 recent unseasonably mild winters and exces-
sively dry, drought conditions in the summers, 

 an abundance of moderate to high density pine 
stands, including more than 100,000 acres of 
unthinned loblolly and shortleaf stands that are 
highly susceptible to infestation by the insect, 
and 

 the inability to complete effective suppression 
activities in previous years. 

(Above: An aerial view of the southern pine beetle outbreak on 
the Bienville Ranger District from July 19, 2017.) 

(Above: A healthy longleaf pine stand, an example of our goals 
for restoring forests affected by the southern pine beetle out-
breaks.) 

Our Future Forests 
Our goal is the suppression of the spread of 

southern pine beetle spots and the protection of 
valuable resources, including adjacent private 
lands, threatened and endangered species habitat, 
roads, utilities and recreation areas.  

We are developing a long-term restoration strat-
egy for the four ranger districts affected by the un-
precedented southern pine beetle outbreak that 
has destroyed tens of thousands acres of timber. 

Ultimately, the strategy will provide a road map 
for healthier forests with more resilient species, 
such as longleaf pine, and provide many benefits 
including reduced risk of catastrophic wildfire and 
greater species diversity of plants and wildlife, in-
cluding game animals. 

Restoration efforts are more proactive and effi-
cient in protecting and restoring  natural resources, 
and supporting jobs and economic vitality for 
American communities.  
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AREA SIZE

27,400 acres

Aerial view of the southern pine beetle outbreak 
in Bienville National Forest / Photo courtesy of USFS
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

Visitors to all WMAs in Mississippi should be familiar with 
the current regulations. To learn more about Tallahalla WMA, 
visit www.mdwfp.com/wildlife-hunting/wma or contact the 
MDWFP Wildlife Bureau at (601) 432-2199. 

Megan Annison is a Conservation Associate Biologist 
for MDWFP.

RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Tallahala WMA provides suitable habitat for game and non-
game species. Recreational opportunities consist of hunting, 
fishing, hiking, camping, birdwatching, and horseback riding. 
Seasons and bag limits for game species are available at each 
information station on the WMA, as well as www.mdwfp.
com/wildlife-hunting/wma. Marathon Lake is a beautiful area 
nearby to enjoy an afternoon fishing or a weekend camping. 
Approximately 23 miles of trails are available for hiking or rid-
ing horses. Several species of songbirds, as well as the federal-
ly endangered red cockaded woodpecker, can be seen in their 
natural habitat on the WMA and throughout the forest.

LAY OF THE LAND

Tallahala’s habitat consists of open pine forests, bottomland 
hardwoods, and riparian stream corridors. Tallahala and Quar-
telia are two major creeks that flow through the WMA. The 
WMA includes 35 acres of openings, 25 of which are plant-
ed in supplemental forage each fall. Several wildlife openings 
provide food and cover for a variety of game species, such as 
white-tailed deer, turkey, rabbit, dove, and bobwhite quail.

Mississippi State University students conducted one of the lon-
gest turkey research studies in the country at Tallahala from 
1982-1998. Since then, the turkey population and harvest data 
have been stable. The average number of turkeys harvested in 
the past five years is 32, and the average number of hunter vis-
its is 830 per year. 
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