
JOIN THE
NATURAL 

NETWORK

ississippi has long been one of 

America’s havens for wildlife 

and natural habitat, but the 

pressures of  population growth and advancing 

technology have made it increasingly difficult 

to protect our state’s living heritage. L For 

more than 70 years, the Mississippi Museum 

of Natural Science has stood at the forefront 

of efforts to raise awareness of the value of our 

living natural 

resources. 

Visitors from 

all 50 states and 

many foreign 

countries tour 

the Museum annually. L With a magnificent 

73,000-square foot facility nestled in a 300-

acre natural area, the Museum now attracts 

and accommodates more visitors and extends 

its reach to a wider audience than ever before. 

L The Museum’s future is dependent on the 

continued support of a network

of concerned citizens

working through the 

non-profit Mississippi 

Museum of Natural 

Science Foundation.
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All members get a 10% discount 

in the Dragonfly Shoppe.

All members receive 

Natural Newsline, the 

Museum’s newsletter.

Friend Members receive a 

commemorative poster 

from the Museum.

Donor Members receive a 

t-shirt from our collection in 

the Dragonfly Shoppe.

 
Summer/Fall

1

fighters and active hunters of other dinosaurs 

as prey and which creatures fed on tender 

plants. See the Pteranodon, the prehistoric 

sky king, whose wingspread was as wide 

as a soccer goal. Find out which dinosaur 

had eyes as big as soccer balls and possibly 

binocular vision. Understand how the 

horn-faced Triceratops protected itself from 

attackers and how much time the peaceful 

Apatosaurus may have spent in the water  

and why. Kokoro, the company that created 

the robotic dinosaurs, consults with 

distinguished paleontologists on all aspects 

of the creatures’ attributes and functioning 

during development. Each creature is 

individually handcrafted and computer-

programmed.  The Museum’s First Tuesday lecture 

series this summer will feature dinosaur-

related topics. Be sure to join us in June and 

July for Fun Fridays which will also feature 

prehistoric creatures (see right column  

for details). And don’t miss the chance to 

pick up unique dino gifts in the Museum’s 

Dragonfly Shoppe. 
 

D I NO S AU R S 
are on the move at the 

Museum! Sightings daily 
through January 4, 2009. N ine amazing and lifelike 

robotic creatures, including a 

Tyrannosaurus rex, will take you 

back millions of years. All it takes is a trip 

to the Museum, where these prehistoric 

pedestrians are enjoying the right of way. 

 From a Protoceratops with hatchlings 

to a multi-plated Stegosaurus, these robotic dinosaurs are fascinating to children and adults alike. Hear them roar, and watch them feed and care for their young. Learn which beasts may have been 

Prehistoric Fun Fridays 
Fun Fridays are interactive programs  

in June and July (except July 4) that 

coordinate with the DINOSAURS! exhibit. 

An adult must accompany children.

Dinosaur Lecture
How YOU Can Prevent Dinosaurs 

from Going Extinct!!TUE • JUL 1 • 12 -1Speaker: John Davis

Learn how the adventurer 
who discovered Tyrannosaurus rex 

also uncovered the clue to living  
dinosaurs. Find out how YOU 

can attract, enjoy, and protect 
them from extinction. 

See calendar for more details.

June 6Dinosaurs
June 13Fossils

June 20Prehistoric MammalsJune 27Prehistoric FishJuly 4Museum ClosedJuly 11Prehistoric InsectsJuly 18Prehistoric BirdsJuly 25Prehistoric Reptiles

T-rex Ahead.

 
Spring 1

 Go behind the scenes to learn about our 

scientists’ unique research tools. Discover 

how valuable specimens in the Museum 

Collections are acquired and maintained.

 Catch a show with Flumpa and  

Friends LIVE! The nationally acclaimed, 

award-winning duo stars Flumpa, an 

adventurous blue-eyed, red-footed tree frog, 

and Wendy Whitten, “The Singing Scientist.” 

Flumpa and Friends LIVE! amuses, enthralls, 

and inspires children and adults alike.  

You’ll laugh. You’ll learn. You’ll leave 

wanting to know more about science.  

Don’t miss this high-energy, interactive 

musical adventure.

 Inhale spring’s sweet aromas on our 

nature trails. Botanists and volunteers will 

guide tours, and The Native Plant Garden 

will be in full bloom. Take home something 

green from our plant sale.

 Check out the latest outdoor equipment, 

demonstrated by Buffalo Peak Outfitters, and 

try your hand paddling around Mayes Lake. 

Canoe on the Pearl River with John Rusky  

of the Quapaw Canoe Company.

 Awaken your senses and awareness of 

life at NatureFEST! Come celebrate with us!

It’s a family festival,  

a nature outing,  
and a fascinating trip  
to the Museum, all wrapped 

into one exciting day!

Now in its eighth year, NatureFEST! will 

get you in the swing of spring Saturday, 

April 12, from 10am to 4pm. Celebrate 

and appreciate the natural world around 

you – inside and outside the Museum. 

 Come meet the “Snake Man,” Terry 

Vandeventer, and his slithery friends.  

Get to know birds of prey with Raptor 

Rehabilitator, Pat Lorrance, and Master 

Falconer, David Hall. Watch divers feed 

the fish in the 

giant Museum 

aquarium,  
and experience  

other live 
animal 
presentations 

by the Museum 

education staff. 

Bone Up On Bones
Now - May 11, 2008

Discover for yourself: beauty’s more than 

skin deep. Uncover the marvels of the 

human skeletal system through hands-on 

activities and multimedia presentations. 

View twenty photos by Bill Stripling,  

whose passion for nature photography 

takes him everywhere. To schedule a  

weekday viewing, call Mary Stevens,  

Librarian, at 601-354-7303.

DINOSAURS!
May 24, 2008 – January 4, 2009

Roam among robotic dinosaurs,  

from a Protoceratops with hatchlings  

to a Tyrannosaurus rex.  

Hear them roar, and watch them  

feed, fight, and care for their young.

Don’t Miss

Saturday, April 12, 2008NatureFEST!

Birds of Mississippi
Now - December 31, 2008

Summer 1

For the third year in a row,the summer feature exhibit at the Mississippi Museum of Natural Science has been bestowed the

AAA Southern Travel Treasure Awardby the American 
Automobile Association.

This year the award recognizesMonsters of the Deepas a “must see” during your summer travels!Join us beneath the sea.

Join us beneath the sea for our largest exhibit ever!

Natural Newsline

Jun 13 - Jan 8

 
was organized by PaleoFun, Inc. and its display at the Mississippi Museum of Natural Science is sponsored through the generosity of:  Gertrude C. Ford Foundation,Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Hughes,Janet & Luther Ott Charitable Fund  of the Community Foundation of Greater Jackson,The Walker Foundation,and other generous supporters listed on page 11.

1st Annual Photo Contest  The “Back to Nature” photography contest begins May 1, 2009 and ends on February 1st, 2010. This photography contest is designed to encourage Museum visitors to venture out and capture the natural beauty of the wildlife and habitats seen on the grounds of the Mississippi Museum of Natural Science and along the trails of LeFleur’s Bluff State Park. Contestants are also allowed to enter photos that have been taken inside the Museum. Winning contestants will receive awards and their photographs will be exhibited for all Museum visitors to see. For more details, visit www.msnaturalscience.org and click on The Latest or call 601-354-7303 for official guidelines and entry form.

Jr. Duck Stamp Competition  

Katelee Laird, a student at Cathedral High School in Natchez, MS, is the winner of the Best of Show award in the 2009 Mississippi Junior Duck Stamp Art Competition. Katelee’s color acrylic depiction of a pair of Wood Ducks will be forwarded to the Federal Junior Duck Stamp office in Washington, D.C. to compete with all state winners for the national awards. Katalee’s artwork was submitted by her art teacher, Andree Gamberi.

Contests

 Although the creatures of the deep have changed over the past 65 million years, we are still fascinated with the modern marvels of present day monsters, such as the elusive Giant Squid, fearsome sharks, and amazing whales. The Museum is pleased to present this opportunity to experience the scale of these awesome creatures and learn more about the oceans they inhabit today. Check our calendar, online or in this issue, for times and dates of coordinated special programming to complement Monsters of the Deep. In June and July, enjoy the exciting, interactive, hands-on programs of Fun Fridays, offered by Museum Education staff. For months to come,  hear scientific lectures presented by experts who will unravel the mysteries of sharks, gar, sturgeon and other modern day “monsters” of Mississippi coastal waters.

Monsters of the Deep, now on display at the Mississippi Museum of Natural Science until January 8, 2010, transports visitors into the underwater world of prehistoric creatures and modern-day aquatic giants. Exhibits feature skeletons and realistically fleshed-out models.  With their incredible teeth, gaping jaws, and long snake-like necks, the bizarre monsters of the ancient seas  were unlike anything known today.  In this thrilling prehistoric world, huge carnivorous, marine reptiles, such as sea turtles the size of a car, filled the oceans. “Don’t miss the 21 foot, fleshed-out, 40-million-year-old toothed Zygorhiza whale that complements our very own ‘Ziggy’!” explains Libby Hartfield, Museum director. 

Family Members 

receive free

admission to the 

Museum for 

one year.

MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Mississippi Museum
of Natural Science

Foundation



Member Benefits Application
Join the Natural Network!
Fill out the form on the following panel 
and mail it with your check to:
Mississippi Museum of Natural Science
2148 Riverside Drive
Jackson, MS 39202-1353

$40 Individual Membership 
Benefits for one adult 
for one year: 
•	Museum	admission	
•	 Invitation	to	member-only		
	 events	
•	 Subscription	to	the	Museum’s		
	 newsletter	
•	10%	discount	in	the	Dragonfly		
	 Shoppe	
•	 Volunteer	and	support	group	
	 opportunities	

$65 Family Membership 
All listed benefits of Individual 
Membership for two adults for 
one year. If children are included 
in this membership, Museum 
admission is extended 
accordingly through one of 
the following options:
Parents and their children under 
the age of 18.*
Grandparents and up to four grand-
children under the age of 18.*
Other Adult Family Members 
(aunts/uncles or guardians) and 
up to four neices/nephews or 
wards under the age of 18.*
(*identification required)

$100 Friend Membership 
All listed benefits of a Family 
Membership for two adults for 
one year plus: 
•	Museum	poster	
•	2	guest	passes	(one-time	use)	

$250 Donor Membership 
All listed benefits of a Friend 
Membership for two adults for 
one year plus: 
•	Invitations	to	select	events	
•	Museum	t-shirt	
•	3	additional	guest	passes
	 (total	of	5)	

$500 Patron Membership 
All listed benefits of a Donor 
Membership for two adults for 
one year plus: 
•	Invitations	to	all	previews	and		
	 receptions	
•	5	additional	guest	passes
	 (total	of	10)	

$750 Benefactor Membership 
All listed benefits of a Patron 
Membership for two adults for 
one year plus: 
•	Invitation	to	Director’s		
	 Luncheon	
•	5	additional	guest	passes
	 (total	of	15)	

$1,000 Sustaining Membership 
All listed benefits of a Benefactor 
Membership for two adults for 
one year plus:	
•	Prominent	listing	of	your	name		
	 in	the	Museum	newsletter	
•	Invitation	to	Director’s	
	 Reception	and	tour	
•	5	additional	guest	passes
	 (total	of	20)	

$5,000+ Corporate Membership 
All listed benefits of a Sustaining 
Membership for two adults for 
one year plus: 
•	Name	permanently	listed	in		
	 the	Museum	lobby	
•	Recognition	plaque	
•	A	second	subscription	to	the		
	 Museum’s	newsletter	to	share		
	 as	you	wish
•	Use	of	outdoor	event	spaces	for		
	 a	private	event	
•	30	additional	guest	passes
	 (total	of	50)

 New Membership  Renewal Membership

Membership Categories
 Individual ($40)  Patron ($500)
 Family ($65)  Benefactor ($750)
 Friend ($100)  Sustaining ($1,000 or more)
 Donor ($250)  Corporate ($5,000 or more)

Other donor/sponsor opportunities are available. Call 601-354-7303

Name  _____________________________  Phone  __________
Address  ___________________________________________
City/State/Zip  _______________________________________
E-mail  _____________________________________________

If children are to be included in this membership, please check one of the  
following (not valid for Individual Memberships)
This membership is for:

 Parents and their children under age 18
 Grandparents and up to four grandchildren under age 18
 Other adult family members and up to four children under age 18

 Relationship to children: q Aunt/Uncle  q Guardian

If you checked one of the above, please list name and date of birth of each child:
_______________________      _______________________
_______________________      _______________________
_______________________      _______________________

My check for $________ is enclosed.
Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Museum of Natural Science Foundation and mail to 
the Mississippi Museum of Natural Science, 2148 Riverside Drive, Jackson, MS 39202-1353

L Research and Resources 	The	
Museum	of	Natural	Science	
is	responsible	for	studying,	
preserving,	and	enhancing	
Mississippi’s	natural	resources.	
A	professional	staff	of	almost	

three	dozen	people	includes	ten	research	biologists	whose	
chief	mission	is	protecting	
	

our	state’s	rare	
and	endangered	species.	The	staff	also	

administers	federal	research	and	education	grants;		
curates	a	scientific	collection	of	more	than		

a	million	plants,	animals,	and	fossil	
specimens;	and	maintains	the	
Mississippi	Natural	Heritage	Data	
Base,	a	computerized	information	
bank	containing	thousands	of	
individual	files.	

L	Education		The	members	of	the	
Museum	staff,	drawing	from	
their	individual	backgrounds	
in	education	and	research,	
are	dedicated	to	sharing	

the	Museum’s	resources	with	

the	people	of	Mississippi.	L	For	schools	across	the	state,	
they	distribute	instructional	materials	and	present	hands-
on,	interactive	educational	programs	and	teacher	training	
workshops.	They	also	contribute	professionally	to	Museum	
publications	and	fill	hundreds	of	requests	for	
literature	and	information.	

L	Exhibits and Environments		The	Museum’s	
expanses	of	glass	and	octagonal	
skylight	invite	visitors	to	share	their	
time	between	the	indoor	exhibits	and	
the	outdoor	environment.	Life-size	
habitat	displays	reveal	the	rich	
diversity	of	Mississippi’s	living	
heritage.	A	100,000-gallon	
aquarium	system	houses	over	
200	species	of	native	fishes,	
reptiles,	amphibians,	and	aquatic	
invertebrates.	A	1,700-square	
foot	greenhouse	provides	a	

home	for	alligators,	turtles,	fish,	and	a	lush	native	plant	
garden,	and	over	2.5	miles	of	walking	trails	wind	through	
						the	300-acre	natural	area.	

L	Legacy for the Future		
Since	the	1930’s,	the	
Mississippi	Museum	of	
Natural	Science	has	been	
a	leader	in	protecting	
our	natural	environment	
while	establishing	a	
distinguished	national	
and	international	
reputation.	You	can	
make	it	possible	

for	the	Museum	to	continue	and	expand	its	work	into	the	
future	by	joining	the	Mississippi	Museum	of	Natural	Science	
Foundation	today.

 Please send a Gift Membership
Membership Categories

 Individual ($40)  Patron ($500)
 Family ($65)  Benefactor ($750)
 Friend ($100)  Sustaining ($1,000 or more)
 Donor ($250)  Corporate ($5,000 or more)

Name  ____________________________  Phone  __________
Address  ___________________________________________
City/State/Zip  _______________________________________ 
E-mail ____________________________________________
 
If children are to be included in this membership, please check one of the 
following (not valid for Individual Memberships).
This membership is for:

 Parents and their children under age 18
 Grandparents and up to four grandchildren under age 18
 Other adult family members and up to four children under age 18

 Relationship to children:  Aunt/Uncle   Guardian

If you checked one of the above, please list name and date of birth of each child:
______________________      _______________________
______________________      _______________________
______________________      _______________________

The mission of the Mississippi Museum  

of Natural Science is to promote under-

standing and appreciation of Mississippi’s 

biological diversity through collections, 

research, scientific data bases, education, 

and exhibits; and to inspire the people of 

our state to respect the environment and 

to preserve natural Mississippi.

Plus...
Use your 
membership card 
for free admission 
to more than 200 
other museums 
through the ASTC 
Passport Program 


