Miss. Code Ann. § 49-7-58

§ 49-7-58. Temporary moratorium on importation of elk, red deer, mule deer,
black-tailed deer and other cervids designated as susceptible to chronic wasting
disease; penalties; authority of commission.

1

(a) In addition to the ban on importing white-tailed deer under Section 49-7-54, there is
hereby imposed a temporary moratorium on the importation of elk, red deer, mule deer, black-tailed
deer and other cervids designated as susceptible to chronic wasting disease by the State Veterinarian
and crosses of any such animals into the State of Mississippi. The moratorium on importing such
animals shall end upon the adoption of chronic wasting disease regulations by the United States
Department of Agriculture.

(b) Any person who possesses, buys, imports or transports any cervid that has been imported
in the state in violation of the moratorium shall be subject to a Class I penalty under Section 49-7-
141. Any person that imports any exotic animal into the state in violation of entry requirements or
regulations of the Board of Animal Health or the Department of Wildlife shall be subject to a Class I
penalty under Section 49-7-141. A second or subsequent violation under this section shall be punished
by the maximum fine under Section 49-7-141. The agency issuing a permit for cervids or exotic
animals within an enclosure shall revoke the permit of any person found in violation of the
moratorium. If any cervid in an enclosure tests positive for chronic wasting disease or if any cervids
within the enclosure have been imported from an area diagnosed with chronic wasting disease, then
all cervids in the enclosure shall be deemed a threat to native wildlife and to public health and may be
killed and disposed of by the state.

(2) It shall be the duty of the Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce, the Board of Animal Health,
the State Veterinarian, the Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks, and the Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks to consult and coordinate efforts on matters related to chronic wasting
disease, the prevention of the introduction of chronic wasting disease in the state and to ensure the
health and safety of the public and wildlife.

(3) The Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks and the Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and
Parks shall have plenary authority in matters related to the importation of white-tailed deer, white-
tailed deer in enclosures, and prevention of the introduction of chronic wasting disease into the native
wildlife population.

History

Laws, 2003, ch. 516, § 2; Laws, 2007, ch. 516, § 2, eff from and after July 1, 2007.



